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Chapter §
THE JOURNEY BACK

You are hampersd in your progrsss by your demands to know whai ¥ou do
NOT know, This is actually a way of holding on to depriva'bion, You cannot
reasonably object to i‘ollo-a.dng instructions in a course FOR knewing on ths
grounds that you do NOT know, The nsed for the course'_"is' implicit in your
objection. Knowledge is not the motivation for learning this c.ourse, PEACE
is, As the prerecuisits for knoyledge, peace MUST be . learned, This is only
because those who are in conflict era NOT pecceful, and peace 1z the CONDITIO)N
of knowledge, btacause it is the condition of ths Kinggom.

Knowledge will ba restored when you reat its E._onditions'. This is not
a bargain made by Cod, Who makes MO bargains, It i3 merely the result of your
misuse of Fils laws on behalf of a will that is not Mg, Knowledge IS His I‘fij_l
If you are OPPOSING His Will s hew can yon have knowledge? I have told you wha
knovledge offers you, but it is clear that you do not regard this ez wholly d=
sirable, If you did, you would hardly be willdng to throw it away 9o readily,
whgn the ego asks for your all=gianss, Tha distraction of tha ezo gz2emd to in
terfere with your learning, bat ths ego EAS no pover to distract you, unlass
you CGIVE it ths powsr. _ _

| The ego's voics i3 a hallncination. Tou cannot expect it to say "I

an not real,” EHallucinatdonz ART innscurate parcepticns of reality, Yst you
are not asked to dispel them alone., TYou are mersly asked to evaluate them in
terms of their resulis to YOU, TIf you do not wanbd them on the basis of losz
of peaca, they will ba ramov.ed from your mind FOR you. Every response to the
ego is a call to war, and war DOES deprive you of peace, TYeb in this war
there is no cpponent, THIS is tho reinterpratation of reality which yuu must
neke to sacurs pezcs, and ths only ons you reed EVER maks,

The Direction of the Curriecnlm

Thoss whem you perceiva as opponsnis ara PART of your psacs,; vhich
I0U are givirg up by attacking them. How can ymu HAVE what you give vp? Tou
SHARE to have, but you do not give it up yourself. When you give up psace,
you are EXTLUDING yourself from 1t, Thls i3z & conditdon which is so alien

Yo the Ringdem that you cannot understand the stats which prevails within it.



Your pasi lenrnAng must have uaught you the wrong things, Sinply becauss 3%
has mot made you hapyy. On this basls ajons, its value should be quasiionaq,

Ie learnlng-aims a%t change, and that is AIWAYS its purpo3e, ars you
satisfled with the changes YOUR learning has brought you? Dissatisfaction
with learning outcomes must be ‘& sign of learning fallure, since it means
that you did not get what you WANT., The curriculws of the Atonemant i3 the
cppesite of tha currdeulun you have esbabl shed for yoursalves, BOT =0 18
ITS OUTCOME, If %he outcome of yours has mads you unhapry, and if you wxnm
a diffarent ons, a changs in the curriculum is obviously necessary,

' The first change that mast be introducad is a changs in DIRECTION.
A meaningful curriculum CANNOT be incomsistent,  If it is pi%nned by two
teachers, each belisving in diamatricaliy opposed ideas, 1% cannot BE ine
tegrated., If it is carried out by these iwo tsachers similtaneously, sach
ons merely INTERFERES with the other. Thds leads bo fluctuablon, but FOT bo
changs. The volatile HAVE NO direction. They cannot choose one, becaus? thay
camnoet relinquish the other even if the other doss rob exist., Their cone
flicted curriculum teachss them thai ALL directions exist, and glves them ro
rationale for cholcs, )

The tots] senselessnsss of such a curricnlumxﬁust ba frily recognizgd
before a real change in direction bscomes pogsible, You CANMOT learn sirml-
tanzously from two teachers who are in TOTAL disagresment about averytaing,
Tasir joint cwmrricuiwm presents an imposszible learning task, They are {eaching
you ENTIRELY diffsrent things in ENTIRELY different way2, which might be
po3sible, except for the crucial fact that both are TZACHING TOU ABOUT YOUR-
SELF, Your reality is unaffectad by both, dut if you LISTEN 40 both, your
mind will be oplit about what your reaiity IS, s
The Rationale for Choice |

Thers IS a rationale for choics. Only ons Tbacbpr KEOWS what your
reaiitvy is, If learming thai is ths PURFOSE of tha currdcwlum, you must
lsarn i% of Fin. The ege doea not KNOW what it i trying to teach, It is
trylng to teach you what you are WITHOUT knowing it. Tﬁg égo is expert only

in confusion., It dees not urndsrstand anyundng elss, As a feacher, then, it
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is totally confused and TOTALLY CONFUSING., Bwen if you could disrégaz-d the
Holy Spirit entirely, which is. quite impossible, you could learn nothing
from the ego because the ego KNOWS noth:hg. : .. '

Is there ANY possible reason for choosing a teacher 'such as this?
Does the total disregard of anything it teaches make anything BUT:sense? TIsg
THIS the teacher to whom & Son of God should turn to find H.D'{SELFT? The ego
has never given you a sensible answer to AﬁYTH'ING. Simply on thi grounds of
your own experience with the ego's teaching, should not this alone disqualify
it as your future teacher? Tet the ego has done more harm to your learning
than this alone. Learning ié Joyful if it leads you along your f;latural path,
and facilitates the development of what you' HAVE. When you are taught
AGAINST your nature, however, you will IOSE by your learning because your
learning will imprison you. Your will is IN your nature, and th;rei‘ors CANNOT
go against it. |

The ego cannot teach you anytﬁing as long as your will is free because
you will not LISTEN to &t, It is NOT your will to be imprisoned BECAUSE your
will is free, .‘I'hat is why the ego 18 the DENIAL of free will, It is NZVER
God Who coerces yon because He SHARES His Will with you. His Volce tsaches
OMLY His Will, but that is not the Holy Spirit's lessen because that is what .
you ARE, The LESSON is that your will and God's camno: be out of accord BE-
CAUSE they are one., This is the undoing of EVERITHINI the egc; tries to teach.
I% is not, then, cnly the direction of the curriculum which must bs un-
conflicted, but also the GONTENT. |

The ego wanis to teach you that you want to OPPOSE God's Will, This
unnatural lesson camnot BE learned, but the ATTEMPT to learn it is a violatior
of yuur lown frezdem, and makes you afrald of your will BECAUSE it is fres.
The Holy Spirit opposes ANY imprisoning of the will of 2 Son of God, KNOWING
that the will of the Son IS the Father's. The Holy Spirit leads youm steadily
alonz the path of fresdom, teaching you how to disragard, or look beyond,
EVERYTHING that would hold you back,



We said before thai the Holy Spirit teaches you the difference ’
between pain and joy. That is the same as saying that He teaches you the
difference betwesn :"..mprisomnent and freedom. TYOU cannot make this distinetic
WITHOUT Him., That is because you have taught yourself that imprisonment Ts
freedom. Belleving them to be the same, how CAN you tell them apart? -“Can
you ask the part of your mind that taught you to believe they ARE thé ;ama +0
teach you the DIFFERENCE between them? S

< The Holy Spirit's teaching takes only ONE direction and has oﬁl.y ONE
goal, His dirsction is freedom and His goal is God. Yet Ee cannot conceive
of God without YOU because it is not Ged's Will to BE without you. Yaen you
have learnsd that youf will IS God's, You could no more will to be wi'%hout '
Him than He could will %o be without YOU, This IS freedom and this I8 Joy.
Deny yourself this and you ARE denying God His Xingdom because Hs created you
FOR this. When we said, "All powsr and glory are yours because the Kingdom
is s, this is what we meant:

The Will of God is without limit, aﬁd all power and glory lis within
it., It is boundless in strength and in love and in pezce, It has no bounde
aries because Its extenslon is unlimited, and It encompasses all things be-
cause It created a2ll thingé. By ereating all things It made them pari of Ii-
self, YOU are the Will of Ced becanse this is how you were created, Pecause

yo'a.r' Creater creates ONLY liks Himself, you ARE like Him. TYou are part of Hu

" Who IS &1l power and glory, and are therefore as unlimited ag fs is.

To what else EXCEPT all power and glory can the Holy Spirdt appeal to
restore God's Kingdom? His appeal, then, is merely to what the Kingdom IS,
and for its own acknowledgement of what it is. Whg;: you acknowledge {his,
you bring the acknowledgment _automa’c.ically tc everyone because you HAVE
acknowledged everyons, By YOUR recégnition 7ou awaken THEIRS, and threugh _
theirs TOURS is extended. Awakening runs easily a;d gladly through the King-
dom, in answer to the Call of God, This is the natural response of every 501
of God to the Voice of his Creator, because it is ‘the Voice. for PIS creations

and for his own extension.
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The Holy Encounber _

a

(&ory be to God in the highest, and to YOU because He has so willeg
it. Ask and 1t shall be given you becauss it has already BEEN given, Ask
for light and learn that you ARE light. I:t‘ you want understanding ang en-
lightemment you WILL learn it, because your will to learn it is your decision
to listen to the Teacher ¥ho KNOWS of 1ight, and can thersfore TEACE it to yo
There is no 1limit on your learning because there is no limit on your MINDS.
There is no limit on His will to teach because He was ereated TO teach,
KNOWING His functismn perfectly He wills to fulfill it perfectly, becaus'e that
is His joy and YOURS. ‘

To fulfill the Will of God perfectly is the only joy and peace that

can be fully known because it is the only function that can be fully EXPERI-

ENCED. When this is accomplished, then, there IS no other experience. Tet
the WISH for other. expe;ience will block its accomplishment because God's Wil)
cannot be forced upon you, being an experience of total WILLINGNESS. The
Holy Spirit knows how to teach this, but YOU do not. That is why you need Hix
and why God CAVE Him to you, Only HIS teaching will release your will to.
God's, unitirz it with His power and giory, and establishing them as YOURS.
You share them as Cod shares them because this is the natural cutcome of
their being.

The Will of the Father and of the Son are One together BY THEIR EX-
TENSION., Their extension is the RESULT of their Cneness, holding their unity
together by extending their JOINT Will, This is perfect creation by the per-
fectly ereated in unicn with the Perfect Creator. The Father MUST give father
hood to His Sen becanse His Own Fatherhood must be extended outward. You who
belong in God have the holy function of extending His Fatherhood by placing
NO limits upen It. Let the Holy Spirit teach vou FOW to do this, for you witl
know what it MEZANS of God Fim5e1.f‘. '

When you mest anycne, remember it is a holy encounter. As you see
him you will ses yourself. As you treat him you will treat yourself, As you
think of him you will thirk of yourself, Naver forget this, for in him you

will find yourself or lose sig ght of vou:self Whenever two Sons of CGed meed,



they are given amother chance at salvation. Do not leave anyone without
glving salvation TO him, and receiving 1% yourself, TFor I am always there
with you, in remembrance .of 10U,

The goal of the curriculum, rega dless of the teacher Jou choose, ig
KNOW THYSEI.F There is no*hing else to learn. Everyone is looking for him-
gelf, and for the power and glory he thinks he has lost. Whenever you ape
with anyone, you have another opportunity to find them, Your power and glov»y
ere in him BECAUSE they are yours. The ego tries to find them in YOURSELF be-
cause it does not know where to 1ooic. The Holy Spirit teaches you that, if
you look ONLY at yourself, you CANNOT find yourself because that is not what :
you ARE, i

Whenever you are with a brother, you are learning what you are because
you are TEACHING what you are. He will respond either with pain or with joy,
| depending on which teacher YOU are following. HE will te imprisoned or re-
leased according to your decision, AND S0 WILL YOU. Never forget youx
responsibility {o him becauss it is your responsibility to YOURSELF, Give
him HIS place in the Kingdom, and you will have YOURS, The Kinzdem CANNOT be
found alone, and yeu who ARE the Kingdom cannot find YOURSELVES alone.

To achieve ths goal of the curriculum, then, you CANHQT listen to the
ego. .ITS purpose is to DEFEAT its own goal, The ego does not knew this be-
. cause it does not krow anythinz, But T0U can know-this, and you WILL know it
if you are wiiling to lcok at what the ego has made of YOU. This IS your
Tesponsibility because, once you have really done this, you WILL accept the
Atonement for yourself. What other choice coudd you make? Having made this
choice, you will begin to learn and unders tand:wh,v you have believed that,
when you met somsone else, you had thought that he WAS someons else. 4nd
every holy encounter in which IOU enter flﬂlywwzll teach you THIS IS NOT 0.

Tou can encounter ONLY part of yourself because you are part of Cod,
Who IS everythipngz, His power anc glory are ejrerywhere 5 and you CANNOT be
excludsd from them. The ego teaches that your streszih is in you ALONE, Th?
Holy Spirit teaches that AIL strength is in Gc;d and THERTFORE in you.
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- God wills RC-ONE suffer, He does not will anyone to suffer for a Wrong

decision, IRCLUDING YOU. That is why He has given you the-mea.ns for TNDOING
it. Through His power and glory all your ﬁrong decisions .é.re undene COMPLETE
releasing you AND your brothers fron EVERY imprisoning though:b ANY part of ¢y,
Sonship has accepted. Wrc;ng decisions have no power BECAUSE théy are not try
The imprisonment which they SEEM to produce is no more true than THEY are,

Power and glory belong to God alome. So do Y0U. God gives WHATEVER
belongs to Him because He gives of Himself, and EVERYTHING belongs to Him,
CGlving of YOUR self is the functicn He gave you. Flfilling it perfectly wil
teach you what you HAVE of Him, and this will teach you what you ARE in Him,
You CANNOT be powerless to do this because this iS your power., Q(lory is God!
gift to you because that is what HE 1s. See this glory everywhere to learn
what YOU are. - . |
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he Licht of the World

If God's Wiil for you is complete peace and joy, unless you expari-

ence ONLY this you must be refusing to ACKNOWLEDGE His Vill. His Will doaq
not vacillate, being changeless forever. When you are not at peace, it e¢an
only be because you do not ‘believ.e you ARE in Him, Ye} He is all in al3,
His peace 1s complets, and 'you MUST be included in it. His laws govern you
because they govern EVERYTHING. You cannot exempt yoursslf from His laws,
although you can ciisobey them. Yet if you do, and ONLY if you do, you WILL
feel lonely and helplas_s- because jou are denying yourself sverything,

' I am come as a 1ight into 2 world that DOES deny itself everything,
It does this simply by dissociating itself FROM everything. It is therefore
an illusion of isolation, maintained by fear of the same loneliness which IS
its illusion. I have told you that I am with you always, even to the end of
the world, That is WHY I am the light of the world, If I am with you in
the loneliness of the world, THE LONELINESS IS CONZ. You CANNOT maintain
the 11lusion of loneliness if you are KOT alone, My purpose, thsn, IS to
overcome the world, I do not attack it, but my light must dispel it becanse
of what it I3,

Light does not attack darkness s but it DOES shine it away. Iif py
light goes with you everywhere, YOU shine it away WITE me. -The light becomes
OURS; and you cannct abids in darkness any more than darkness can abide where-
ever ydu go. The remembrance of me IS the remembrance of yourself and of Hinm
Who sent me to you. You were in darkness wntil Cod's ¥ill was done completely
by A'N!' part of the Sonship. When this was dene, it was perfectly accomplished
by ALL. How else could it BE perfectly accomplishsd? ¥y misslon was simply
to unite the will of the Sonship with the Will of the Father by being aware
of the Father's Will myself. ‘This is the awareness I came teo give YOU, and
Jyour problem in accepting it IS the problem of this woz‘-ld. Dispelling i% is
salvation, and in this sense T AM the salvation of the world.

The world must despise and reject me tecause t__‘he vorld IS the belief

that love is impossible. YOUR reactions to me are the reactions of the world
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to God, If you will accept the fact that I am with you, Yyou are DENYING
the world and ACCEPTING Cod. Hy will is His, and YOUR will to hear me ig the
dscision to hear His Volce and abide in His Will. As God sent me to you, so
will T send you to others. And i will go to them WITH you, S0 we can teach
them peace and ‘vnion. -I “

Do you not think the world NEEDS peace as much as you do? Do you
not want to GIVE 1% to the world as much as you want to RECEIVE it? Yor
unless you do, you will KOT receive it. If you will to have it ;f me, you
MUST give it,. Rehabilitation does not come from anyons else. Youn can have
guidance from without, but you must ACCEPT it from within. The guldance must
be what YOU want, or it will be meaningless to you, That is why rehabilitatic
is a collzborative venture. o .

I can tell you ﬁhat to do, but this will not help you unless you
collaborate by believing that I KNOW what to do. Only then will your nind
choqse to fellew me. Without YOUR will you cannot BE rehabilitated, MOTIVA-

TION to be healed is the crucial factor in rehabilitation. Without this, you

are deciding AGAINST healing, and your veto of wy will for you MAKES HEALING
IMPOSSIBLE. If healing IS our joint will, uniess our wills ARE joined you
CANNOT be healed. This is obvicus when you consider_what'healing is FOR.
Pealing is the way in which the separation is overceme, Separation is over-
come by UNION. It cannot be overceme by separating. '_

- The WILL to unité m:st be unequivocal, or the will ITSELF is divided,
or not whole, Ydur will is the means by which you determine your owWn con-
dition becavse will is the MECHANISM of decision. It is the power by which
you separate or Join, and experience pain or joy accordingly., My will cannod
OVERCOME yours because yours is as powerful as mine. If it were not so, tne
Sons of Ged would be unequal, All things are possible through our JOINT wili,
but my will alone cannot help you. Your will is as.free as mize, and God Him-
self would not go against it. I camot will what Cod does NOT will. I can
offer you my will to make YOURS dnvincible by this sharing, but I canoot
OPPOSE yours without competing with it, and thereby violating Godts Will

for you.
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Nothing God croated can oppose your will, as nothing God created can
opposs His., Cod GAVE your will ite power, which I can unly acknowledge in
honor of HIS. I you want to be like me I-will help you, knowing that we ART
alike. If you want to be differsnt, I will wait until you ¢hange you.. ming,

I can TEACH you, but only wyou can choose to LISTEN to my teaching. How else

can it be, if Cod's Kingdom IS freedom? Freedom cannot ba learned by tyranny
of any kind, and the perfect equality of ALL God's Sons camnot be recognized
through the deminion of one will over émother. God's Sons ares equal in will,
all being the Will of their Father, This is ths ONLY lesson'-I came to teach,
knowing that it is true.

When your will is NOT mine, it is not our Father's. This means that
you have imprisoned YOURS, and have rot LET it be: free, 0Of yourselves yc;u can
o nothing btecause of yourselves you ARE notbing. I am nothing without the
Father, and YOU are nothing without ME because » by denying the Father, you
deny YOURSELF, I will ALWAYS remembar you, and in MY remembrance of you lies
your ‘remembrance of YOURSELF_. In our remembrance of EACH OTHER lies our
remembrance of God. And in this remembrance lies your freadom becauss yoﬁr
freedcn I8 in Him. Join, then, with ms in praise of Him AND you whom he
created, This is our gift of gratitude to Him, which He will share with ALL
His ereations, to whom He givesjequally vhatever is acceptable to Him, BE-
CAUSE it is acceptable to Mim it is the gift of freedom, which IS His Will
for all His Sons. By OFFERING freedom:, CU ‘rillj: be fice, _

Freedom is the only gift you can offer to God's Sons, being an
acknovwledgement of what THEY are and what HE is. Freedom is creaticn becanse
it is love. What you seek to imprison you co NQ’;‘ love. -Therefcre ,. when you -
seek to imprison anyons, including YOURSELF, you do not love him, and you
cannot identify WITH him. When you imorison yourself, you are losing sight .
of your true identification with me and with th; Father. Your identification
IS with the Father and with the Som. It CARNOT be with one and not the other.
1f you are part of one, you must be part of the" other bscause they ARE One,

The lioly Trinity i1s holy BECAUSE It is Ome, If you excluds YOURSELF
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from this union, you are perceiving the Hely Trinity as separated. You mst
be included IN It bvecause It IS everything. Unless you take your place ip

It and fhlfuil your function as PART of It, It is as bereft as YOU are., No
part of It can be imprisconed if Tts truth is to be known, Can you be separate
from your identification and be at peace? Dissoclation is not a solution; it
is a DELUSION, The delusional believe that truth will assail them, and so
they do not SEE it bscause they PREFER the delusion. dJudging truth as some-

thing they do NOT want, they perceive deception and block knowledge.

Help them by offering them YOUR unified will on their behalf, as T
am offering you mine on YOURS. Alone we can do nothing, but.TOGETHER, our u[g
fusé into something whose power is far beyond the powsr of its geparﬁte
parts. By NOT BEING SEPARATE, the Will of God is established IN ours and 1S
ours. This will is invincible BECAUSE it is undivided., The undivided will
of the Sonship is the psrfect crsator, being wholly in the likeness of God,
Whose Will 1t IS. TYOU camnot be exempt from it, if you are to understand
what IT is and what YOU are. By separating your will FROM mine, you ars
exeapting yourself from the Will of God Which IS yourself,

Yet {o heal is still to make whole, Therefore, to heal is to UNITE
with those who are like you bscause perceiving this likeness IS to recognize
the Father. If YOUR perfection is in Him and ONLY in.Him, how can you ENOW
it without recegnizing Him? The recognition of God IS the récognition of
yourself. There Ié'no séparation of Geod arnd His creation. You will learn
this as you learn that there is no separation of YOUR will and MINE. Let the
L&ve of God shine upon you by your acceptance of me. MY reality is yours AND
His. By Joining your will with mine, you are signifying your awaréness that
the Will of God is One,

Cod's Oreness and ours are nol ssparatie becaﬁse His Oneness EXNCOM-
PASSES ours.‘ To Join with me is to restors Fis powzr to you BECAUSE we are
sharing it, I offer you only the RECOGNITION of His power in you, bat in
that l1ies ALL truth., As WE units, we unite with Him, Gory be to the union
of God and Hig holy Sons! Ali glory lies in them BZCAUSE they are united.
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Tha miracles we do bear wiitness to the Will of ‘the Father for His Son, ang
to our joy Iin uniting WITH His Will for us.

When you unite with me, you are unlting WITHOUT the ego because T
have renounced the ego in myself,‘ and therefore CANNOT unite with yours, ouR
union is therefore the way'to renounce the ego in YOURSEIE. The truth in both
of us is BEYOND the ego. By willing that, you HAVE gome beyond it toward
truth. Our success in transcending the ego is guarantesd l-ay God, and I can
Share this confidence for both of us and ALL of us. I bring (_Eod!e_;. peace back
to all His Children because I received it of Him for us all. Mothing can pre-
vail egainst our united wills bacause nothing can prevail against God’s.
Would you know the 'Will oi God for .‘IOU‘? Ask it of me whd knows it FOR you,

and you will find it. I will deny you nothing, .as Cod denies ME fxotb.ing,

Ours is simply the journey back to God, Who is our homé'. ¥Whenever
fear intrudes anywhere along the road f_o peace, it is ALWAIS because the éga
has atiempted to Join the journey with us, AND CANNOT DO SO. Sensing defeat
and angered by it, the ego regards itself as rejected and becomes retaliative.
Jou are invulnerable to its retaliaticn BECAUSE I AM WITH YOU, On this
Jjourpey, you have chosen me as your companiocn _IHSTEAD of the ego, Do not try
to hold on to beth, or you will try to go in different directions, and will
lose the way, _ ' )

The ego's way is not mine, but it is also NOT YOURS, The Holy Spirit
has' ONE direction fer ALL minds, and the one He taught me is YOURS., 1ei us

. mot lose sight of His direction through illusions, for only illusions of

anobher d:_i.re-‘ction can obscure the one for which God? s~Voice speaks in all of
us. Never accord the ego the pewer to interfere With the Journer becauss it
FAS none, since the Journey is the way to what is true, Leave ALL deception
behind, and reach beyond all atteﬁpts of the ego to hold you tack, I go
before you because I AM beyond the ego. Reach, theréfore, for my hand be-
cause you WANT to transcend the ego. My will will I_EVER be wanting; and if
you WANT ‘o share it, you WILL. I give it willing].;a_"‘ and gladly because I

need you as much as you need ma.
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The Power of Joint Decisgion

WE are the joint will of the Sonship, whose wholeness is fop all,

We begin the journey back by setting cut TOGETHER, and gather in our brothers
as we CONTINUE together. Every gain in our stfength is offered for all, so
they, too, can lay aside their wéakness and add their étrangth to us, Gnd's
walcome waits for us all,_and He will welcome us as I am welcoming you, Fopr-
get not the Kingdom of God for anything the world has to offer. The world
can add nothing to the power and the glory of God and Hig holy Sons, but it
CAN blind the Sons to the Father if they behold it. You canmot behold the
world and know God. Only One is true.

I am come to tell you that the choice of which is true is not yours,
If 1% were, you would have destroyed yourselves. Yet God did not will the
destruction of His creations, having created them for eternity. His WilL has
saved you, not from yoursolveu, but from your ILLUSIONS of yourselves., He hag
saved you ¥OR yourselves, Let us glorify Him Whom the world denies, for over
His Kingdom it has no power. No-oms created by God can find Joy in anything
FXCEPT the eternal. Thai is not because he is deprived of anything else, but
becauze nothing else is WURTHY of him., What Cod and His Sons creats IS
eternal, and in this and this only is their joy.

Listen to the story of the prodigzl son, and learn what Cod's trzasure
is and TOURS: This son of a loving father left his home and thought he
squandered everything for nothing of any value, alvhough he did rot know its
worthlessness at the time. He was ashamed to resturn to his father becauses-hs
thought he had hurt him. TYet when he came home, the father wslcomed him with
Joy because only the son himself WAS his father's treasure., He WANTED nothinz
elée.

God wanis only Eis Son becauss His Son is His orly treasure, TYou
want YOUR creaulons as He wants HIS. Your creations are your gift to the ~
Holy Trinity, created in gratitude for YOUR creation, They do not leave yoz
any more than you have left YOUR Creator, but they EXTCHD your creation as-Ceo o

ektended Rimself to YOU. Can the creations of God Himself take joy in ahat is
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not real? And what IS real except the creations of Cod and those which ape
created 1like His? YOUR creations love you as your Soul loves yeur Father

for the gift of creationm, Thera IS no other gift which is eternal, and thepe.
fore there is no other gli‘t which is TRUE. :

How, then, can you ACCEPT anything else or GIVE anything else, and
expect joy in return? And what else but Joy would you WANT? TYou made neithe
yourself nor your function., You made only the DECISION to be unworthy of bo.'t,}
Yet you could not make YOURSELF unworthy, because you are the treasure of God,
What HE values IS valuable. There can BE no question of its worth because
its value lies in God's sharing Kimself with it, and ESTABLISHING its valive
forever, ‘ _ |

YOUR functicn is to sdd to God's treasure by creating JOURS. His
Will TO you is His Will- FOR you. He would not withhold creation from you be-
cause HIS joy is in 1t. TYou cannot find joy EXCEPT as God does, EIS jey lay
in creating YOU, and He ext.er@s His Fatheirhood to you 3o that you c¢an sxtend
yourseli‘ as He did. You do not understand this because you de not understard
HIM, Io-one who does not knouwr nis funetion can understand it, and no-one CAY
know his function unless he knows who he IS, Crsation is the Will of Cod,
His Will created you to create., Your will was not created separate from iHis,
and so it wills as HE wills,

An "unwilling will" does noi mean anything, being = contradiction in
terms which ac‘bually‘ leéves nothing. When you THINK you are unwilling to wil
with Cod, YOU ARE ROT THINKING. God's Will IS thought. It camnot ve contra-

~ dicted BY thougnt. G}d does not contradict HIMSELF, and His Sons, who are

like Him, cannot con‘l:radict themselves OR Him. Tet thedir thought is so powsr
ful thzt they can even imprison the minds of God's Sons, IF THEY SC CHOOSZ.
This choice DOES mak® the Son's function unknown to HIM, but NEVZR to his
Creator. And BECAUSE it is not unmknown to his Creator, it is forever know-
able to hinm. ‘

There is no quesiticn bub one you should ever ask of ycurself; - "Do

I WANT to know my Péther’s Will fer me?" HE will not hide it. He has

1
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?evealed it to me because I asked it of Him, and learned of what Ee hagd
valready given., Our function 1s to function together because,. APART frop

. €ach other, we cannot function at all. The whble powar of God's Son lies in
&1l of us, but not in any of us élone, God would not have us be alone.be_
»cause HE does not will to be alome. That is why He created His Son, and gavs
_bim the power to create with_ﬁim,

Cur ereations are as holy as we are, and we are the Sons of God Him-

L

-
-
-

-

self, and therefbre a3 holy as He is, Through our creztions we extend our

love, and thus increase the Joy of the Holy Trinity. You do not understand

. this for a very simple rezson. 7TYou who are Geod!'s own treasure do not regarad

yourselves as valuable, Given this bellef, you cannot understand ANYTEING,
I share with God the knowledgs of the value HE puts upon you. My devotion to
you is of Him, being born of my knowledge of myself AND Him. We cannot BE '
separated, Whom CGod has joined camnot be separated, and God has Joined all
His Sons with Himself. Can you be separated from your life ard yocur being?

The journsy to God is merely the reawaksning of the knowledge of ‘
WHERE you are always, and WHAT you are forever., It is a journey without
disgtance, to a gozl that has never changed. Truth can only be E{PERIENCED.
1t cannot be deseribed, and it canncit be explained. I can make you aware of
the CONDITIONS of truth, but the experience is of God. Togsther we can mset
its conditions, but truth will dawm upen you of ifself,

What God has willed for you IS yours. Hs has given His Will 4o His
treasure, whose treasure It is, Your heart lies where your treasure is, as
His deoes. You who are beloved of God are wholly blessed. Learn this:of &S,

and free the holy will of all thoss who are as biessed as IOU are.

_0-
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Communication and the Ego-Body Equation

Attack is ALWAYS physical, When attack in any form enters your ming,
you are EQUATING ycurself with a body. This is the ego's INTERPRETATION of
the body. You do not havé to attack physically to accept 'th_is interpreta-
tion. You are acecepting it simpiy by the belief that attack can GET you some.
thing you want, ¢ you did not beldeve this, the idea of attack would have
no appeal for you. When you equate yourself with 2 body you will AIWAYS ex-
perience depression. When a Child of Cod thinks of himée_lf in this way he ié
belittling himself and seéing his brothers ac similarly belittled. Since he
can fiad himself ONLY in them, he has cut himgelf off frcm salvation,

: Remember that the Holy Spirit interprets the body oxly as a means of
cormunication, Being the ccmmunication link between God and His separated
Sons, the Hely Spirit interprets everything YOU have made in the light of what
HE :;.s. The ego SEPARATES through the body. The Holy Spirit REACHES THROUGH
it to o’}.hers. Tou do not perceive your brothers as Yhe Hely Spirit does be-
causs you de not interpret. their bodies aﬂd yours solely as a means of joindnrg
their MINDS and uniting them with yours and mine., Thils interpretation of the
body will change your mind entirely about its valus, Of itsslf 1t has KOMNE,

If you uss the body for attack, it IS harmful to you, If you use it
only to reach the minds of those who believs they are bodies, and teach them
THROUGH the body that this 1s not se, you will begin to undersl:'cand the power
~eof the mind that is in both of you. If you use the body for this and ONLY for
thig s you CANNOT use 1t for attack. In the service of uniting, it becomes a
beautiful lesson in communion, which has value until corrnunion IS, This is
God!s way of mazking unlimited what you have limited. Tine Holy Spirit does
not egee the bedy a2s you do because He knows the ONLY reality anything can have
is the service it can render Cod on behalf of the f\_znction He hag given it.

Cormurdcaticn ENDS separation., Attack PROMOTES it. The body is beau~
tiful or ugly, holy or savage, helpful or harmful, zccording to the use to
wnich it is put. And in the body ¢f another you will SEE the use te which you
have put yours, If the bedy becomss for you 2 means which you give to the
fioly Spirit te use on behalf of union of the Sonship, vou will not see anythin
physical except as whab it is. Use it for truth, ernd you will gse 1% truly.
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_MISUSE it, and you WILL misunderstand it because you have alréa,dy done so
BY misusing it. Interpret ANTTHING apart from the Holy Spirit, and you wiiy
mistrust it. This will lead you to hatred and attack AND LOSS OF PEACE.

Yet all loss comes only from your own misunderstanding. Loss of ANy
¥ind-is impossible. When you look upon a brotl;ier as a physical entity, His
powef and glery are lost TO YOU, and so are YOURS. You HAVE attacked hinm,

_ ‘bu‘b;you MUST have attacked yourself first. Do not ses him this way for your
OWN salvation, which must tring him HIS., Do not allow him to beldttle himself
in YOUR mind, but give him freedom from his belief in littleness; and thus
escgpe from YOURS., As part of you, HE is holy. As part of me, YOU are. To
con;mnicate with part of God Himself is to reéch beyond the Kingddni to its *
breator, throughh His Voice Which He has established as part of YOU.

) Rejoice, then, that of yourselves you can do nothing. You are not OF
yourselves, He of Whom you ARE has willed yowr power and glory FOR ycu, with
which you can pexfectly accomplish His holy Will for you, when you so will it
yourself, He has not withdrawn His gifts from you, but IOU have withdrawn
them from Him, Let no Son of God remain hidden for His Name's sake, becausz
His Name is YOURS. | .

Remember that the Bible says, "The word (or thought) was made flesh.,"
Strictly speaking this is impossible, since it s_eems:l to involve the trans-
lation of one order of reality into another. Different or&ers of reality
merely APPEAR to exist, just-as different ordars of miracles do. Thought can-
not te made into flesh except by belisf, since thought is NOT physical, TYet
thought IS communication, foz_- which the body CAN be used, This is tﬁe only
ﬁATURAL use to which it CAN Be put. To use the body unnaturally is to lose
sight of the Holy Spirit!s purpose, and thus to confuse the goal ¢f His
curriculum, - |

There is nothing so ;{'rustrating to a learner as to be placed in a
curriculum which he cannot Tearn., His sanse of adequacy suffers, and he MUst
become depressed,- Being fe.c;ed with an impossible learning situation, regard-

less of why it is impossivie, is the most depressing thing in the world. In
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fact, it ié wltimately WHY the world is deprsssing. The Holy Spiritis
curriculun is NEVER depressing because it is a curriculum of joy. Whenever
the.reaction to learning is depression, it is only bscauss the goal of the
curricnlum has been lost sight of. '

In the world, not even the bedy is perceived as whole. Its purpose
is seen as fragmented into-many functions which bear 1little or no relation-
ship to qgchiﬁther, so that it appearslto be ruled by chaos. Guided by the
ego, it I5. Guided by the Holy Spirit, it is NOT. It becomes only a means
by which‘the part of the mind which you have separated from your Scul can
reach beiond its distortlons, and RETURN to the Soul. The egofs temple thus
becomes the temple of the Holy Spirit, where devotion to Him replaces de-
votion to the ego. In this sense the body DOES become a temple o God, be-
cause His Voice abides in it by directing the use to which it is put. | -

Healing is the result of using the body SOLELY for commmnication,
Since this is natural, it heals by making whole, which is ALSO natural.
mind is whols, and the belief that part of it 1s physicel, or NOT mind, is -
fragmented (or sipk) interpretation. HMind CANNOT be made physical, bui i.
CAN be made manifest THROUGH tha,physiéal if it 28 uses the body %o go ERil.
itself. By reaching OUT,‘the mind extends itself. It does not STOP at ihs
body, for if it does, it is blocked in i%s purpose. A mind which has bzen
blocked has allewed itself to be wvulnerabdle to attack because it has TURNI:
ACAINST ITSELF, _

The removal of blocks, then, is the ONLY way to guarantee help and
healing. Help and healing are the normal expressions of a mind which 1s
working TEROUGH the bedy, but not Iﬁ it., If the mind believes tha.body iz
its GOAL,'it'WILL distort iis perception of the body, and by blocking its :
ext €nision beyond it, will induce illness by fosterding SEPARATION., Per-
¢elving the body as a SEPARATE entity cannot BUT foster illness, bacausez i7
is not true. A medium of communication will IOSGE its usefulness if it is

used for anything elss. Tc use 2 medium of communication as a medium of
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ATTACK is an obvious confusion in PUXpoSe.

Yo communicate is to join, and to attack is to separate. How cap
you do both simuitansously with ﬁhe-SAﬂE THING, and NOT suffer? Perception
of the body can be unified only by ONE purpose. This releaseénthe mind from
the temptation to see the body in many lights, and gives it over ENTTRELY to
the One Lightiin which 1% can be really understood at all. To confuse a
learning devé?e wvith a ewrriculum GOAL is 2z fundamental confusion. Learning
can hardly be arrested at its ow; aids with hope of understanding either the
aids OR the learning's real purpose. Learning must lead BEYOND the body to
the re-esta??iéhment of the power of the mind in it. This can be accomplishe

- ONLY 1f the mind extends to other minds, and does not ARREST itself in its

extension, _

-The ;}rest of tﬁe mind's exténsion is the cause of ALL illness bs-
causs ONLY extension is the mind's function. The opposite of Jjoy is ds-
pression. When your learning premotes depression INSTEAD of joy, you CANNOT
be listening to Ged's joyous Teacher, and you MUST be learning amiss. To see
2 body as anything except @ means of pure extension is to limit your mind and
BURT YOURSELF. Hsalth is therefore nothing more than united purpose, If ths
Lody is brought under ths purvose of the mind, the body becomes whole because
the HIND'S purpose IS one. Attack can oniy be an ASSUMED purpose of the
body, because APART from the mind the body FAS KO PURPOSE AT AllL.

Tou are 107 limited by the body, ard thought CANNOT be made flesh.
Yot mind can be manifested through the body if it goes beyond it, and LOES

NOT INTZRPRET IT AS LIMITATION. Whenever you see another as limited TO or

BY the body, you are imposing this limit ON YOURSELF. Are you willing to
ACCEPT this, when your whole purpose for learning should be to ESCAPE from
linitations? To conceive of the body as & means of attack of any king, and
to entertain even the poésibility that joy could POSSIBLY result, is a clear-
cut indication of a pcor learner. e has accepted a learning goal in obvicus
contradiction %o the unifici_purpose of the eurrictlum, and is interfering

with his abiity to accept its purpose as his OWN,
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Joy is uni.fieﬁ purpose, and unified purpose is ONLY Ged's, When
yours i$ unified, it IS His,  Interfers with His purpose, and you WNEED
salvation. You have, condemnsd yourself, but condemnation is NOT of God,
Therefors, it is not true., Wo mc;re are any ¢f the RESULTS of your condempa-
tion. When you see 2 brotixer as a bodjr, you are condemning him BECAUSE yoy
have condemned your;s;e.lf. Yet if all condemnation is unreal, and it MUST be
unreal since it is & form of attack, then it can HAVE no results,

Do not allow yourselves to suffer from the results of what is not
true. Free your minds from the belief that this is POSSIBLE. In its complete
impossibility, and ‘§our full awareness OF its complete impossibility, lie your
only h_bpe for i'elea.se. . But what other hope would you want? Freedom from
i1lusions lies only in not BELIEVING them; There IS no attack, but there IS
unlimited conmmnicaf:ion, and therefore unlimited power and wholeness, ;1’he
power of wholeness is extension. Do not arrest your thought in this world,

and you will open youwr mind to creation in God.

-0 -
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ttitudes toward the body are attitudes toward ATTACK. The egots
definitions of EVERITHING are childish, and always based on what it believes
a thing 1s FOR. This is because it is incépable of true generelizations, ang
equates what it sees with the function IT aseribes to it. It does NOT equate
it with what it IS. To the ego, the body is to ATTACK with. Equating YOU
with the body; it teaches that YOU are to attack with because this is what it
believes. The body, themr, is not the source of its own health. The body's
condition lies solely in your interpretation of its function.

The reason why definitions in terms of function are inferior is that
they may well be inaccuiéte._ Functions are part of being since they arise
from it, but the relationship is not reciprocal. The whole DOES define the
bart, but the part does NOT define the whole. This is as true of knowledge
as it is of perception. The reason to KNOW in part is to know ENTIRELY is
because of the fundamental DIFFEZRENCE between knowleage and perception, In
percepticn the whole 1s bullt up of parts, which CAN separate and reassemble
in different constellaticns. Knowledgs never changes, so ITS constellation
is permanent. The only arsgas in which parit-whole relationships have ANY mean-
ing are those in whkieh change is possible. There IS no difference between the
whole and the part where change is impossibls,

Thse body exdists in a werld which'SEEMS to contain two voices which are
fighting for its possession. TIn this perceived constellation, the body is re-
garded as capable of shlfting its control from oms to the other, making the
concept of both health ARD sickness possible. The ego makes a fundgmental
confusion between means ard ends, as it always does. Regarding the body as
an end, the ego has no REAL use for it because it i1s NOT an end. You must
have noticed an outstanding characteristic of every end that the ego has
accepted as its own. When you have achleved it, IT HAS NOT SATISFIED YOU.
This is why ths ego is forced to shift from one end to another without ceasing
so that YOU will continue to» hope that it can yel offar yeu somethihg.

It has been varticularly difficult to overcome the ego's belief in

the body as an end because tais is synonymous with the belisf in ATTACK a3 23
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and, The ego has a real INVES?MENT in sickness. If you are sick, how can
you OBJECT to the ege!s firm belisf that you are ¥OT invulnerable? This 4s
a particulé%ly appealing arguﬁent from the sgo's point of view because i
obacures the obviocus ATTACK w%ich underlies the sickness. If you accepted
THIS, and also decided AGAINST attack, you could not give thls false witness
to the ego's stand. ) '

Tt is hard to perceive sickness AS a false wltness because you do not
realize'that it IS entirely ;ht of kezping with what you want. Thls witness,
then, APPEARS to be innocent and trustworthy because you have not seriously
crogs-examined him. If you 8id, you would not consider sicknzs8 such a
strong witness on behalf of the ego's views. A more honest statement would
ve as follows: '. '

Those who WANT the ego are predispossd to defend it. The¥efore,
their choice of ﬁitnesées should be suspect from the beginning. The ego does
not call upon witnesses who would disagree with its case, NOR DOES THE HOLY
Spirit. We have said that judgment IS the function of the Holy Spirit, and
-ona which He is perfectly equipped to fulfill. The ego, as a judge, glves |
anythl g BUT on impartial judgeent. When the ego calls on a witness, it has
ALREADY made the witness an ally. )

Tt 1s still true that the body has no function of itself becauss it
is MOT an end. The ego, however, establishes it AS an end because, as sush,
it w11l lose its.TRUE funétion. This is the purpose of everything the ego
does. Its sole aim is to loss sight of the funciion of EVERYTHING, A sick
body does not make any SENSE. 1t COULD not make sense because sickness is
.not what the bcd;'is FOR, Siclmess is meaningful only if the two basic pre-
mises on which the ego!s interprztation of ﬁha body rests are true. Specif-
ically, thess ang that the body 1s for attack, and that you ARE a body. With
out these premlses, sicknass is completely incenceivable,

Sicknﬂss is a way of demonsirating that Y“U CAN BE HURT, It is a
witness to your lra*lty, your vuinerability, and your extrems need 10 depend
on EXTERNAT, guiqénca. The ego use3 this as its best argument for your need

$op ITS guidance., It dictates endless-preseriptions for AVOLD ING catasztropil
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cutcomez, The Hely Spiris, perfectly aware of the same data, does not bothep
to analyze them at all., If the data are meaningless, there is no point i,
considering them. 'The function of;iruth is to collect data which are TRUE,
There 1s no pbint in trying to mékeisense out of meaningless data, ANY way
you handle them results in nothing.. The more complicated the results become,
the harder it may be to recognize their nothingness, but it is not nécessary
to examine ALL possible outcomes to which premises give rise to judge them
truly. | _' - , i -

A learning device is FOT a teacher. IT canmnot tell you how YOU feel.
YOU do not know how you feel vecadse you have ACCEPTED the ego's confusion,
and YOU think that a 1earning device CAN %ell you how you feel. Sickness is
merely ancthsr example of your insistence on asking the guidance of a taacher
WHO DOES NOT KNOW THE ANSWER, The ego is INCAPABLE of ¥nowing how you fecl,
When we said that the ego does not know ANYTHING, we said the one thinz about
the epgo that IS wholly true. BEut there IS a corellary; if knowledge is bzing
and the ego has no kmowledge, then the ego has no BEING.

You might well ask how the volece of something which does not exist
can be so Insistznt., Have you ever sarioﬁsly considered the disﬁbrting power
of something you WANT even if it is NOT true? You have had many instances of
how what you want can distort what you ses and hear. No-one can dcubt the
ego's skill in bullding up false cases. Nor can anyona doubt your willirngness
to listen until IOV will not to tolerate anything EXCEPT truth. When YOU lay
the ego aside, 1t will bs gone, The Holy Spirit's Voice is as loud as your
willingness to listen. It cannot be louder without violating your will,-
Which the HOly Spirit seeks to free, but NEVER to commard. :

Tha Holy Spirit teachss you to use yoﬁr body OMLY to reach your
brothers, so He can teach His message TIROUGH y&u. This will hez2l themn and
THERZFORE heal YOU, Everything used in accordance with its function as the
Holy Spirit sees it CANNOT be sick. Everything used otherwise IS, Do not
allow the body to be 2 mirror of a split mind., Do not let it be an image of

your own percepiion of littlensss, Do not let it raflect your will to attack.



Hoalth is the natwral state of amything hhose interpretation i3 ieft %o ths
Holy Spiz'itg Whe psrcsives no attack on anything Health is the result er
iinquishing AIL g -t,empta to use the body lcveiessly. - Health ig ths begine
ning of the proper perspective on 1ife uwnder the guidance of the ons Teachen
¥ho ka 1ows what 1ife IS; being the Voice for Life Itself,
Healing as Corrected Perception
We once said that the Holy Spirlt i3 the ANSWER., He is the ansver to

everything, because He knows what the answer to everything IS, Ths ege does
net know what a real qaesticn is, alth ough it asks an erdless manber, Yot
TOU can learn this as you learn o question the value of the ego, and thus
establish your ability to evaluate ite E;uestions. When the ego tempts you to
sickress, do not ask the Holy Spirit to heal the BODY, for this would merely
be to accept the ego's belief that the body 1s the proper aim for healing,
Ask, rather, that the Holy Spirit teach you the right FERCEPTICH of the body,
for perception aloms can be distorted, ONLY perception can be sick, beczmﬂa
orlly percepticn can be WRONG.

Wrong perception is DISTORTED WILLING, which wants ..hings t0 ba as
t..e;y are nov. The REALITY of everything is totally harmless, because “obal
harmiessness 13 the CONDITION of its reality, It is also the condition of
your AYARENESS of its reality. TYou do net have to ceek reality, I3 wild
sesk YOU and find you, when you mees 1ts conditions, Its cond:i.:biona am part
of what it IS, And this part only is wp 4o you. The rest i3 of Tiself, You
med do so litile, because It is so powerful that your Mttle part will bring
the who...e TO you. Accept, then, your little part, and LET the whole be yours,

Wholeness heals because it is of the mind., AIL forms of sickness,
even unto death, ':"a_re rhysical expressions of the FEAR OF AWAXENING. They
are attempts ito reinfores UNCONSOTIOUSKESS out of fear of CONSCICUSNESS, ﬁis
is a pathotic way of trying WOT to know by rendering the facultiss for knowing
ineffsctual, “R'es‘c, in peace™ is a blessing for the 1living, rot the dead, be-
causs rast clmaeé from VAKING, not frem sleeping, Sizep i3 withdrawing;
waking is joinigg, Dreams are ILLUSIONS of joining, taking on the ego's dis-

torvions aboul what joining means if yeu are sleeping undsr its guidance,
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Jet the Holy Spirit, too, has use for sleep; and can use dreams on behals
of WAXING, if you will let Him,

How you wake is the sign of how you have used sleep. To whom dig
you give it? Undsr which teacher did you place it? Whenever'ybﬁ wake
diépiritedly, it was NOT of the Holy Spirif. ONLY when you awaken joyously
have you utilized sleep according to the Holy Spirit's pufpose. You can in-
deed by "drugged by sleép," but this is always because you have MISUSED it |
on behalf of sickness. Sleep is no mere a form of death than death is a form
of unconsciousness, UNCONSCIOUSHESS IS IMPOSSIBLE. You can rest in peace

only BECAUSE you are awaks. . .

Healiné is release from the fear of waking, and the substitution of
the WILL TO WAKE. The will to wake is the will to love, since ALL healing in
vﬁlves replacing fear with love. The Holy Spirit cammot distinguish among
degrees of error, for if He taught that one form of sicknsss is more serious
than another, Ha would be teaching that one error can be MORE REAL than an-
other, His function is to distinguish ONLY between the false and the true,
~ REPLACING the false with the trus.

The ego, which always WEARKEMS the will, wants to SEPARATE the boly
from the mind. This 1s an attempt to DESTRCY it, yet the ege actually
believes that it is PROTECTING it. This is becauss the ego believes that
MIKD IS bANGEROUS, and that to MAKE MINDLESS is to heal. But to make mind-
less 1s impossible, since it would mean to make nothing out of what Ged
created, The ego DESPISES weakness, even though it makes every affort to
-INDUCE it. The ego WANTS only what it hates., Te the ego this is perfectly
sensible, Zelieving In the power of attack, the epgo WANTS attack, |

You have surely begun to realize that this is a very practical course
which means EXACTLY what 1% says. So does the Bible, if it is properly undsr
stood, There has been a marked tendency on the part of many of the Bible's
followars, and also its translators, to be entirely literal about fear and

ITS effects, but MNOT atout love and ITS resulis. Thus, "hellfire" means
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Tourning,® but raising‘the dead becomes allegorical. Actually, it is PARTYG.
ULARLY thé refersneces %o the outcomes of love which SHOULD be taken 1iterany
because the Bible is ABOUT love s being sbout God.

The Bible enjoins you to be rerfect, to heal ALL errérs, to take ne
thought of the body AS SEPARATE, and to accomplish all things in -my name,
This is not my name alone, for r:mrs is a shared identification, The namg of
God's Son is ona, and you are enjoined to douthe works of love becat-zse‘we
SHARE this onnness. Our minds are whole BECAUSE they are one, If you are
sick, you are withdrawing fron me. Yet you ¢annot withdraw from me alone.
You can only m.thdraw from yourself AND me, : _

I would not ask you to do things you camnot do, and it is impossible
that T could do things you cannot do. Given this, and given this QUITE LITH:.
AALLI, there can be nothing whien prevents you from domc, EXACTLY what I ask,
and evcry-bhincr which argues FOR vour doing it, I give you no limits because
God lays nons uvpon you. When you limit YOURSELF we are NOT of ons mind, and
that IS sickness, Yot sickness is not of the body, but of the MIND, ALL fore
of dysfunction ars merely signs +hat the mind has split, and dess not accept
a unified purpose, _

The unification of PURPOSE, then, is the Holy Spirit's ONLY way of
healing, This is because it is the only level at which healing means any-

. thing. The re-establishing of meaning in a chasctie thought system IS the
only way to heal it. "We have said that your task is orly to meet the con-
ditions FOR meaning, since meaning iteelf is of God. Yet your RETURN to
reaning 1s essential t§ HIS because yowr meaning is PART of Kis, Your healing
then, is part of HIS h:ealt‘n sincs it is part of His !ﬂloléness. Ee cannot
LOSE this, bui YOU can not KNOW it, Yet it is still His W11 for you, and ms
Will FU.ST stand foreve® and in all things,

-0 -
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The Acceptance of Pehllty

Fear of the Will of God is one of the strangest beliefs that the

human mind has ever made. This could not possibly have occurred uniess the
mind were ALREADY profoundly split, making it possxbla for the mind to be
AFRAID of what it really is, It is apparent tha%‘reality cannot "threatepn
anything EXCEPT illusions; since reality can only uphold truth. The very
fact that the Will of Cod, which is what you ARE; is perceived as fearful to
you demonstrates that you ARE afraid of what you are. It is not, then, the
Will of CGod of which you are afraid, but YOURS,  Your will i3 NOT the ego's,
and that is WHY the ego is against you, What ssems to be the fear of God is
really only the fear OF YOUR OWN REALITY. S

It is irpossible to learn anything consistent v in a state of panic.
If the purpose of this course is to learn what you are, and if you have
already DECIDED that what you ars is fearful, then it MUST follow that you
will HOT learn this course. Ye!t you might remember that the reason FOR the
course is that you do NOT know who you are, If you do not know your reality,
‘how would you know whether it is fearful or not?

The association of truth znd fear, which weuld be highly rtlf;“*“
at most, is particularly inappropriate in the minds of those who do not know
what truth IS. All that this kind of association means ig that you are
arbitrarily endowing something qﬁite beyond your awarepess with scmething you
DO NOT WANT. It is evident, then; that you are judzing somethingz of which you
are totally UNAWARE, You have set this strange situation up so that it is
completely impossible to escape from it WITHOUT a Guide “ho DOES know what
your reality is. The purpoze ¢f this Guide is merely to remind you of what
you WANT, He is not attempting to force an alien will UPON you. He is
rerely making every possible effort, within fhe lirmits you impose on Him, t
RE-ESTABLISH your own will in yeur conscilousness. -

- You have IMPRISONED your will in your UNCONSCIOUS, where it remains
availa®le but cannot help you. When we szid tha® the Holy Spirit!s function
is to zort cut the true from the false in your unconscious, we meant that FHe

has the power to leok intclwhat YOU have hidden, and perceive the Will of God
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there. HIS perception of this Will can make it real té 10U becsuse He ig
in your mind, and therefore He IS your reality. If, then, His perception
of your minci brings its realit:} to YOU, He IS -teac}}ing you what you ars,

The only source of fear in this whole procaés can ONLY be what jou
think you LOSE. Yet.i‘b is only what the Holy Spirit sees that you can Possibl;
BAVE. We have emphasized many times that the Holy TSpiri.'b will never call upen
yeu tq sacrifice ANYTHING. But if you ask the sacrifice of reality OF YOﬁRSﬁL;
the Holy Spirit MUST remind you that this is not G;d's Will BECAUSE it is not
yours., There is NO DIFFEEENCE between your will and God's, If you did not
have split nirds, you would recognize that willing is salvation BECAUSE it
iz commnication. It is impossible to communicate in alien tongues. You
and your Creator can communicate t‘uroug‘m creation because that, and ONLY that,
IS your joint Will, ' )

Divided wills do not commurieate because they speak for different
things TO THE SAME MIND, This loses the ability to communicate simply becauss
confused communication does not mean ANYTHING. A message cannot be said to
be communizatad TNLESS it makes sense. How sensible can your messages be
when you askx for what you do HOT want? Yet as lorng as you are AFRATD of your
will, this is precisely what you WILL ask for. You may insist that the Holy
Spirit does not answer you, but ii might be wiser to'consider the kind of
ASKER you are. . _

. You do NOT ask oi:ly for what you want. This is SCLELY because you
are afraid you might RECEIVE it, AMD YOU WOULD. This is really why you per-
s;i.st in asking the teacher.-who could not possibly TEACH you your will. Of
him you ean NEVER learn it:; and this gives you the illusicn of safety. IYst
you cannot be safa FROM truth, but only IN it. Reality is the ONLY safety.
Your will 13 your salvat:.a.n BECAUSE it is ths same as Ged's., The ssparation
is nothing more than the bel:.ef that it is DIFFERENT.

¥o mind can bel;.eve that its will is STRONGER than God's. If, then,
2 #ind believes that ITS will is different from His, it can only decide
either tha{ there IS no G.:d, or that GOD'S WILL IS FEARFUL., The former

i
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accounts for the atheist, and the latter for the martyr. Martyrdom takes
many forms, the category including ALL doctrines which held that God demands
sacrifices of ANY ¥ind, Either basie type of insane decislon will induce
panic because the atheist believés he is alone, and the martyr believes that
God 15 crucifying him. Both really fear abandorment and-retaliation, but the
atheist is more reactive against abandonment, and the martyr against retalia-
tion. -

_ The atheist maintains that God has left him, butnhe does not care. He
will, however, become very féarful. and hence very angry, if anyonz suggests
that God has NOT left him. The martyr, on the other hand is more aware of
gu:L‘l.t, and believing that pum.shment is inevitable, at.tempts to teach himgelf
to LIKE it. The truth is, very simply, that no-one want$EITHER abandorment
OR re:haliation. Many pecple SEEK both, but it is still :true' that they do not
WANT them, Can you ask the Holy Spirit for “gifts" such as these, and
actually expect to RECEIVE them? He carmot make you want someths ing you do EOT
want, When you ask the Universal Giver for what you do not want, you are
askirng for what CANHOT be given BECAUSE IT WAS NEVER CREATED, Tt was never
created because it was nsver your w:n.ll for YOU.

Ultimately everyone must %bgﬁe Vill of God because ultimately
everyone must recognize HI}‘SEII‘ This recognition IS the recc;énition that
. HIS WILL AND GOD'S ARE ONE. In the presence of truth there are 10 unbelievers
ard KO sacrifices. 1In the security of reality, fear is totally meaningless.
To deny what IS can only SEEM to be fearful. Fear cannot be real without a
cause, and God is the ONLY Cause., God is Love, and you IO want Him, This
IS your will. Ask for this and you WILL be answered because you will be
asking only for what EELONGS to you.

When you ask the Holy Spirit for what would hurt you, He caznnot
answer because NOTHING can hurt you, AND SO YOU ARE ASKTNG FOR NOTHING., ANT
desire which stems from the ego IS a desire for nothing, and %o ask for it is
NOT A REQUEST. It is merely z denial in the FORM of a request. The Holy
Spirit is not concerned with form at all, being aware only of MTANING. The
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ego cann0u ask the Holy Spirit for ANYTHING because there- is COMFLETE
COMMUNICATION FAILURE between them. Yot YOU can ask EVERYTHIN of the Holy
Spirit because YOUR requests are feal, being of your will. Would the Holy
Spirit deny ths Will of God? And cogld He fail to fecog%ize It in His Sors?

The energy which you withdraw from creatlon you gxpend oen fear, This
i3 not because your energy is limited, but because JOU FAVE LIMITED IT. You
do not‘recognize the enormous waste of energy which you expend in denying
truth, What would you say of someone”who persisted in attempting the im-
possible, believing that to ACHIEVE it is SUCCESS? The belief that you MUST
have the impossible in order to be happy is totally at-varlance with the
principle of creation. Cod COULD not will that happinéss DEPENDED on what yc
could never HAVE,

The faet that God is love does not require beli2f, but it DOES requir
accéptance. Tt 1s indeed possible for you to DENY facts, although it is
inpossitle for you to CHANGE them. If you hold your hands over your eyes,
you will NOT sze because you are interfering with the laws of seeirg. If you
deny love, you will NOT know it bacause your cooperation is THE LAY OF ITS
BZING. You.cznnct change laws you d1d ot make, and the laws of happiness
were created FOR you, not BY you. -

Attempts of any kind to deny what IS are fearful, and if they are
strong, they WILL induce paniec, Willing AGAINST reality, though impossible,

. can be MADE into a very persistent goal EVEN THOUGH YOU DO NOT WANT IT. But

cpnbider the result of this strange depision. You are DEVOTING your mind to
what you do mot want. How real can this devotion BE? If you do mot want i,
it was naver created, If it was never created, it is nothing. Can you REATY
devote yourself to nothing?

Cod, in His devotion to you; created you devoted to EVERYTHING, and
GAVE you what you are devoted to. Otherwiss, you would not have been creats
perfect, Reality IS everything, and therefore you.have evervthing BECAUSE
you arc real, You cannot make the unreal bescause the ABSENCE of reélity is
fearful, and fear cannot 3% created. As long as you believe that fear is

possible, YOU WILL XOT CREATE, Opposing orders of reality MAKXE REALITY
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MEANINGLESS, and reality IS meaning. . .

Remember, then, that God!'s Will is ALREADY possible, ard nothing
else will EVER be, This is the simple accéptance of reality because only
this IS real. TYou cannot DISTOR-T reality and KNOW WHAT IT IS, And if yoy
DO distort reality, you will experience anxiety; depression -and ultimately
panie because you are trying to MAKE yourself unreal. When ‘you feel these
things do not try to look BEYOND yourself for truth, for trlzth can only be
WITHIN you. Say, thereforé, | |

"Christ is in me and where He is Cod MUST be,
for Christ is PART of Him,¥ -

-

-0 -
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The Answsr to Prayer

Eveéyone who has ever tried to use prayer to request somsthing ha;
experienced what appears to be failure. This is not only true in connsction
with specix‘i‘c things which might be harmful, but also in connsction with re-
quests which are strictly in line with this course. The latter, in part.’;cnlar s
might be incorrectly interpreted as "prbof" that the course does not mean what
it says. TYou must remember, hOWevér, that the course does stats, and repeat-
edly, that 1ts purpose is the ESCAPE from fear. ' -

Lot us suppose, then, that what you requast of the Holy Spirit IS what,
you really want, but {hat you are still AFRAID of it. Should this be the case,
your ATTAINMENT of it would mo longer BE what you want, even if IT is ~This
accounts for why certain SPECTFIC forms of healing are mot achieved, even
though the state of healing IS, It frequently happens that an individual asks
for physical healing because he is fearful of EODILY harm. At the same tinme,
however, if he WEBE healed physically, the threat to his thought gysten would
be censiderably MORE fearful to him than its physical expreésion. .'Ln this cace
h*_s is not really asking for RELEASE from fear, but for the removal of a sympiem
wiich HS has sclected. Tois request is s therofore, KOT for healing at all,

The Bible emphasizes that ALL prayers are answered, and this nust be
true if ;r{o ‘affory "s wvasted., The very fact that one has agked the Holy Spirit
for ANYTHTHG will ensure a reSpon..e. Yet it is equal...y certain that KO responss
glven by the BHoly Spirdt will ZVER be one which wonld increass fear., It is
possible that His answer will. not be heard at all. It is IMPOSSIBLE, howevar,
‘that it will be lost. Therz are nany answers which you have already received,
but have not yst EEARD, I assure you that fﬁey are waiting for you, It is
indeed tree that no effort is wastad,

If you would know your prayers are answered, never doubt a Son of God.
Do not question hin and do not confound him, for your' faith in him is your
faith in 'i'OUi’.SﬁF‘. It yc;u would know God and His Answer, believe in me whose
faith in you canmnot be shaken., Can you ask of the Holy Spirit ¢ruly and doubt
your brothar? Believe his words are true because of the truth whieb is IN him.
You w111 uwnite with the truth in ni"', and his words will BE true, 4s y2u hear
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M you will hear M3, LIISTENING to truth is the only way you can haar it
now and finally XNOW it.

The message your brother glves you is UP TO YOU. Vhat does he* say
to you? What would you HAVE hlm say? TYour decision ABOUT h_m determines
messags you recaiva. Remember that the Boly Spirit is in him, and Hisjvoic‘
speaks to you THROUGH him. What can so holy a brother tell you EXCEPT trus:
But are you LISTENING to it? TYour brother may not know who he is, but thep.
is a Light'ih his nind which DOES kno#. This Light can shine into yours,
making HIS words true, and making YOU able to hear them., His words ARZ the
Holy Spiritis answer to you, Is your faith in him strong enough toAiét you
heaf? | .

Salvation is of your brother. The Holy Spirit extends frem yqur
mind to his, ard anéweré Y0U. You cannot hear the Voice for God in yourssl:
alonz becauss ysu are NOT aleze, And His answer is only for whal you ARE,
You will not know the trust I have in you unless you RITEND it. You will
not trust the guldance of the Foly Spirit, or beliesve that it is for you,

upless you h2ar it in ecthars. It MIST be for your brothar ERCAUSE it is fo

you., Would Cod have created a Voice for you alene? Could you hear His anm
BLCEPT as He ansders ALL of Ced's Sons? Hear of your brother what you wouls
baye me hear of you, for you weuld not wani ME teo be decsived,

I love you for the truth in you, as Cod doss. TYour decepiions nmay

—

decaive YOU, but they CANNOT decsive Mz, Kno@1rc what you are, I CARNCT

doub%t you, I hezr only the Holy Spirit in you, Who speaks to me through

-

YOU, I you weuld hear MZ, hear my brothers-in whom God's Voiece speaks, T

-
-

R

answar to ALL prayers lies in them. Tou will be answersd as you hear the
answer in EVZIRTONE. Do not listen to anything else, or you will not hear
truth,

»

Believs iz your brothsrs BECAUSE I balisve in you, and you will lez

N . . . am - ) - . . o

that my belief in you is Justified, Eelieva in me BY believing in them, ¢
the sake of what Cod gave +.;n. They WILL answer you, if you lsarn to asx

< for blessings withnout dlaasing them, for only iz

i



this way can you learn how blesged YOU are., By following this way, you Apr
looking for the truth in you. This i3 not going EDYOND yourself bu TOWARD
yoursslf, Hear only Cod's Answer in His Sons, and you ARE ansvered,

To disbelieve is to side a.minst, or to ATTACK. To believe is to
accept, acd to SIDE WITH. To believe is not to be credulous, but to accept
and APPRECTATE. Whai .you do not believe you‘ do not app'-re-ciate, and you
CANHOT be grateful for what you 4o not value. Theras is a Frice you will pa.y
for judgment becauss deg;nen“ IS tha setting of a prica. And as you set it
you WILL pay it. .

If paying is equated with GETTING, you will set the price low but dex
- mand a high RETURN. You will have forgotten, howaver, that your return is i‘n
. PROPORTION to your Judzment of worth. If payincr is asseclated with GIVING, it
cannot BE perceived as loss, and the RECIPROCAL relationship of giving and re-
celving will be recognized, The price w:i.ll then bs set high becaﬁse of the
value of the return. To price for GETIING is to lose sight of value, making
it inevitabdle that you wiil NOT val_t.e what you receive. Valulng it little,
‘y'ou will net appreciate it and you will not WANT it

Hever forget, then, that YOU have set the value oa what you receive,
and have priced it by what you give, To belisve that it is possible to get_
mach for little is -to believa that you ¢an bargain with God E%od's laws are
ALWAYS fair and perfectly consistent, BY giving ycu recsive. b o receive
Cis to ACCEPT, 1ot to get. It 1s impossible not to HAVE, but 1t IS possibdle
not to KKOW you have. The recognition of having is the willingness for
" CIVING, and ONLY by this willingness can you recognize what you have. What
" you give is therefere the value you put on what Yyou have, being the exact

measure of the value you put upon it. And this, in twn, it the measure of
bow much you WANT it. | | |

You can ASK of the Holy Soi 1%, then, only by giving T0 Him, and
you ecan GIVE to Him only whers you SER Him, If you see Him m everyone, con-
sider how rnuch you will be ASKING of Aim, and EOW MUCH YOU WILL RECEIVE. He

w111 deny you nothing becanse you have denied HINM nothing, and so yeu ean
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This is the way, and the ONLY way, to have His answer

. share everything,
Say, then, to everyone,

because His answer is all you CAN ask for and WANT.

"Because I will to know myself
I see you as Cod's Son and my brother.n
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