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Chapter 30;
THE NEW BEGINNING

B _ﬁiz.,me ‘new beginning now becomes the focus of the curriculnm. " The goal

is clear, but now you need specific methods for attaining it. The Speed by
which it can be reached depends on this one thing alone; your 'Hillingness to
practice every step. Fach one will help a little every time 1t 1s attempteq
And together will thess steps lead you from dreams of judgnent to forglving
dreams and out of pain and fear. h‘:ey are not new to &ou, but they are more
ideas than rules of thought to You as yet. So now we need to practice them
awhila, until they are the rules by which you live. Ve secek to make them
habits now, so you will have them zeady for whatever need -

"Ralég~for: Decision

Decisions are contimuous. You do not always know when you are makiﬁg-

them. But with a little practice with the ones you recognize, a set begins

to form which sees you through the rsst, It is not, wise to let yourself be-
come preoccupiéd with every atep you take, The propex; get, adopted con-
sciously each time you wake, will put you well ahsad, And if you find re- .
sistance strong and dedication weak, you are not ready. DO NOT FIGET YOUR-
SELF. But think about the kird of day you want, and tsll yourself there 'IS
8 way in which this very day can happen just like that. Then try again to
have the day you want. ‘
1. The outlook starts with this:
"Today I will make no decisions by myself."

This means that yom are choosing not to be the judge of what to do,
But it must also mean you will not judge the situations whera you will be
called upon to make response. For if you Judge them, you bave set the
rules for how you should rsact to them. And then another answer cannot but
produce confusion and uncertainty and fear,

This is your major problem now. TYou still make up your nind,

and THEN decide to ask what you should do, And what you hear may not resolve
the problem as YOU saw it first. This leads to fear becaugse it contradicts
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what you perceive, and so0 you feel attacked. And therefore angry 'Ihera
- “.aresrules.by which this will not happen, But it does occur at first’ Whi.la
you are learning how to hear, .

2, Throughout the day, at any time you think of it, and -have a’
quiet moment for réflectioﬁ, tell ymlra(_a‘."l.f again the kind of day you want;‘
the feelings you would have, the things you want to happen to you, and tha
things you would experience, and say, . |

nIf T make no decisions by myself,
This is the day that will be GIVEN me,*®

~ These two procedures, practiced well, will serve to let you be directed
._w‘lthout fear, for opposition will not I'irst ar:l.se and then becoms a problem
in itself., .

But there will still be times when you have judged ALREADY, Now
the answer will provoke attack, unless you quickly straighten out your mind -
to want an answer that will work. Be certain this has happened if you feel
yourself unwilling to sit by, and ask to have the answer given'yéﬁ. This
means you BAVE decided by yourself, and camnot see the QUESTION, Now you
reed a quick restorative before you ask, - '

3« Pemember once again the day you want, and recognize that
scmething has cceurred which is not part of it. Ther realize that ycu have
asked a question by yourself, and must have set zn ahswer in your terms,

Then say, o .

"I HAVE no questdon, I forgot what to decide,"
This cancels out the terms which you have set, and lets the ANSIER ghow you
what the question must have really been. s

Try to observe this rule without delay, despite ycur 6pposition.-
For you have-ALREADY gotten angry, and your fear of being answ?red in 2
difforent way from what your versi.on of the questions asks will gain momentun
until you believe the day you want is one in which you get YOUR answer to
YOUR question., And you will not get it, for it would destroy_‘?:.he day by
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;% -;f—robbing you of what you REALLY want., This can be very hard to realize, Y
) ‘when oﬁégh;dﬁ have decided by yourself the rules which promise yon a hapé;
day. Yet this decision 54111 can be undone,:by simple methods which you
can accept, . ; ' '
| L. If you are so unwilling to receive you cannot even let your
question go, you can begin to change your mina with this: | -
|  mAg least I can decide I do ndt LIKE what I feel now,®
‘This much is obvious, and paves the way for the next easy step.
" 5., Having decided that you do not like the way'yon feel, what
' _&guld be easier than to contime with, _;_
~ ” "And so I HOPE I have been wrong.”
This works against thé sense of opposition, and reminds you that help is not
being thrust upon you, but is something that you want and that you need, be-
cause you do.rot like the way you feel., This tiny opening will te enough to
let you go ahead with just a few more steps you need to let yourself be
helped.

Now you have reached the turning-point, becanse it.has‘cccurred
to you that YOU will galn if what you hawve decided is not so, Until this
point is reached, you will believe your happlness depends on being RIGHT.
But this much reason have you new attaired; you would be better'&ff if you
ware WRONG, .

6., This tiny grain of wisdem will suffice to take yuu further.
You are not coerced, but mgrely hope to get a thing you want., And you can
say in perfect honesiy, s

“T WANT another way to look at this,?
Now you have changed your~yind about the day, and have remembered what you
REALLY want. Its purpose has no longer been obscured by the insane belief
you want it for the goal of being right when you are wrong. Thus is the

readiness for asking bfought 1o your awareness, for you cannot be in conflict
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_when you ask ror what you want, and see that :Lt Is this for which you ask,

Stk 7., This final step is but acknwledgment of lack of opposition

to be helped. It is a statement of an open mind, not certain yet, but
willing to be shown: " ‘

WPerhaps there IS another way to 1ook at this.
. What can I LOSE by asking?m

Thus you now c¢an ask a question that makes sense, and 80 the answer will
make sense as well, Nor wil) you flght againat :l.t, for you see that it is
YOU who will be helped by it,

" It must be clear that it is easidr to have a happy day if you

_ ~_px'mrent unhappinésaﬂ from énieriﬁg at all, - But this takes practice in the

rules which will protect you from the ravages of fear, When this has been
achieved, the sorry dream of judgment has forever been undone. ‘But mean-
while, you have need for practicing the rules for its undoing. l.et us,
then, consider once again the very first of the decisions which are offered
here. ,

We said you can begin a happy day with the determination not to
make decisions by yourself. This seens to be a real deeision in itself, And
yot, you CANNOT make decisions by yourself, The oniy question really is with
WHAT you choose to make them, That is really all, The first rule, then, is
not ceercion, but a simple statement of a gimple fact., You will not make de-
cisions by yourself WHATEVER you decide., For they are made with idols or wit
CGod. And you ask help of Christ or anti-Christ, and which you choose will
Join with you, and tell you what to do. . _

' Your day is not at random. It is set by what yuu chooée to 1live
it with, and how the friend whosé counsel you have sought pe'rceives your
happiress, You always ask advice before you can decide on anything, Let
THIS be understood, and you can s;e there cannot bs coercion bere, nor
grounds for oppositiog that you may bs free. There IS no freedom from what
must oceur, And if you think there is, you must be wrong.
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The second rule as well is but a fact, I-"or you and your
- *,adv;}._aﬁq_g m&l;';é;ee on what you want before it can occur. It is but thia :
AGREEMENT which permits all things to happen. Rothing can be cauéed with-
out some form of union, be it with a dream of ;)udgxiient or the Voice for Geq,
Decisidns cause results BECAUSE they are not made ih isclation, They are
made by you and your advisor, for yourself, and for the world as well. The
~ day you want you offer to the world, for it will ba wha.t you have asked for,
and will reinforce the rule of your advisor in the world. Whose kingdom 1s
~ the world for you today? What kind of day will yoru decids to have?
It needs but two who would have happiqess this day to promise
©1 o ~itstorall the world. It needs but two to understand that they cannot deeidé
“alonme, to gnarantee the joy they asked for will be wholly shared, For they -
have understood the basic law that makes decision powerful, and gives it all
effects that it will ever bave. It needs but two, These two are joimed
before there CAN be a decision. Let this be the oné reminder that you keep
in mind, and you will have the day you want, and give it to the world by
having it yourself. Your judgment has been lifted frem the world by your ’

decision for a happy day. And ag you have feceived, so mush yeu give,
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Freedom of Will
e s Do you not understa.nd that to oppose the Ho'.‘.y Spirdt is ¢o
i "“f{“‘ﬁf‘*ionasmm He tells you but YOUR will; He speaks for YOU, In His
Divinlity is but your own., And all He knows iS$ but your knowledge, saved
for you that you may do your will through Him, God ASKS you do your wili, |
He joins with YOU, He did not set Mis kingdom up alone. And Heaven itse]_f
but represents your will, where everything created is :t‘or you. Mo spark of
life but was created with your glad consent ‘as you wolld have it be. And
not one Thought that God has ever had 'but walted for your blessing to be
born. God is no enemy to you. He asks no_ more t.han_ t_hat He hear you call .
Hin "Friend," . S | |
T How wonderful it is to do your w:l.ll_u For that is freedem, _
There is nothing else tha.t ever should be called by fréedom's name., Unless
you do your will you are not free, And would Cod leave His Son without what
he has chosen for himself? God but ensured that you would never lose your
will when He gave you Mis perfect answer. Hear it new, that you may be re-
minded of His love, and learn your will. God would not have His Son made -
prisoner to what he does not want., He JOINS with you in.willing you be
free, And to oppose Him is to make a choice against YOURSELPF, and choose
that YOU be bound,
Lock once again upon your enemy, the one you chose to hate in-
Stead of love. For thus was hatred born into the world, and thus the rule
of fear established there. Now hear God speak to you through Hin Who is His
Voice. ard yours as well, 3 reminding you that it is not your will to hate , and
be a prisoner to fear, a slave“to death, a little creature with a 1little life
Your will is bouxidless; 1t is not your will that it be bound, What lies in
you has joired with God Himself in all creation's birth, Remember Him Who
has ereated you, and through your will created everythirig. Not one created
thing but glves yoﬁ thanks, fer it is by your will that it was born. No
light of Heaven shines 'except_‘-for you, for it was set in Heaven by your will.
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R _ ~ .What ¢ause have you for anger in a world which merely waits R
T ;“*'%ﬁlégsing to be free? If.you be prisoner, then God Himself could not
| be free, For what is done to him whom God so loves 1s done to Cod Himsa]_t
" Think not He wills to bind you, Who has made you co-creator of the univerze
along with Him. He would but keep your will forever and forever limitless,
.- ' ;I‘his world awaits the freedom you will give when you have rec§g.
nized that YOU ape free. But you will not _forgi_vé the world until you have
forgiven Him Who gave your will to you, For it is BY your will the world is
glven freedam. Nor can you be free apart from Him Whose holy Will you share,
God turns to you to ask .the world be saved, for by your own salvation is :lt
.. "hx;c_l: And no-one walks upon the earth but nmst depend on your decision, '
that he learn death has no power over him because he shares your freedom,
as hé shares your will. I% IS your will to heal him, and because you have
decided WITH him, he is healed. And now is God forgiven, for you chose to

look upon your brother as a friend.
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Bayond All Idols _ : : ,i:

o _ Idols are quite specific, But your will is universa.l, being -
s .--:“; ;ﬁnﬂess. And 8o it has no fom, nor is content for its expression in
the terms of form, Idols are linits, They are the belief that there are
forms which will bring happiness » and that, BY limiting, is all atta.imd
It is as if you said, "I have no need of every'thing. This 1ittle thing I -
want, and it will be as everything to me." ‘And this must fail to satisfy,
because it IS your will that everything be yours, Decide fom idols » and you
. ASK for loss, Decide for truth, and everything IS yours.
- It is not form you seek. What form can be a subqtitut.e for God
the Father's love? What form can take the place of all the love in the
"D{¥iAity ‘of God the Son? What 1dol can make two of what is one? And CAN
the limltless be Limited? You do mot WANT an idol. Tt is not your will to
have one. I% will not bestow on you the gift you seek. When you decide
upon the form of what you want, you lose the undersf_.anding of its purpose,
Sé you see your wili within the idol, thus reducing it to a specific form,
Yet this co=ld never BE your will, because what shares in all creatioen cannoth
be content with small ideas and 1ittle things.
Behind the ssarch for every idol lies the Yearning for ccmpletion
Wholeness hzs no form because it is unlimited. To seek a special person or
a thing to add to you to make yourself complete can only mean that you beliewn
some form is missing, And by finding thig, you will achieve completion in a
form you like, 'Ihis is the PURFOSE of an idol; that you will not lock beyond
. 1%, to the source of the belief that you ARE incomplete, OMLY if you had
sinned could this be so, For sin is the idea you are alone, and separated
off from what is whole, And thus it would be necessary for the search for
wholeness to be made BEYOND the bounda.ries of limits on yourself, - .
Tt never is the IDOL that you want, But what you think it offers
you you want indeed, and have the RIGHT to ask for., Nor could it te poasible
it be denied. Your will to be complete is but God's will, and this is GIVEN -
you by being His. God knows not form. He cannot answar you in terms wpich
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" ,*_hava bo memning. And your will eould not be satisfied with empty i‘orms,

SR

-bﬁt"'to £111 a gap which is not there. It is not this you WANT, Creatic

made
glves no separate person and no saparate thing the power to complete the Son
of God., What idol can be called upon to give the Son of God what he alrea.dy
has? e : N .

Completion is the FUNCTION of God's Son, He has no need to seek

for 1t at a1, Beyond all idols stands his holy will to be but what he is,
For more than whole is meaningless. It there were change in him, if he
could be reduced to any form and limited to what is not in him, he wuuld not

" be as Cod c:reated him, What idol can he neéd to be himself? For can he give

'—}am ;zrt of I'r.!.m away? “What is not whole cannot make whole. But what is really .

asked for cannot BE denied, Your will 1S granted. Not in any form that woul

content you not, but in the whole completely lovely Thought God holds of you,

Nothing that God knows not exists. And what He knows exist.s
forever, changélessly., For thoughtc endure as long as does the mind that
thought of them, And in the Mind of God there is no ending, nor a time in
which His Thoughts were;aﬁsent, or could suffer”change, Thoughts are not -
born and cammot die. They share the at;tributes of their creator, nor have
they a separate life apart from his., The thoughts you think are in your
mind, as you are in the Mind Wnich thought of you. And so there are no
Separate paris in what exists witlxin God's Mind. It is forever one, eternall
united and at peace, o _

Thoughts seem to come and go. Yet all this means is thét you
are sometimes aware of them, and gombtimes not. An unremembered thcught is
born again to you when it returns to your awareness. TYet it did not die when
you forgot it:. It was always there but you were unaware of it, The Thought
Cod holds of you is perfectly unc'hépged by your forgetting. It will always
be exactly as it was before the time when you forgot, and will be just the
Ssame when you remember. And it is the same within the interval when yuu for-
got. '.
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R e awa'lt not birth. They wait for welcome and remembering. ‘The Thought
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The Thoug,hta of God are far beyond all change, and shine foreva;

God holds of you is 1like a star, unchangeable in an eternal sky. So h:lgh 1y
Hea.ven is it set that those outside of Heaven know not it is there, Yet.
8ti1l and white and lovely will it shine through a1l eternity, There waa -nc
time it was not there; no instart when its 1ight grew dinmer or less perfec-t
ever was, . ‘ C ) e
Who knows the Father kmows this light, for He is the eternal sky
which holds it safe, forever lifted up and anchored sure. Its perfect.
purity does not. depend on whether it is seen on earth or not, The sky '1311;.

"'braces ‘it, and softly holds it in its perfect place, which is as far from

earth as earth from Heaven. It is not the distance nor the time which keeps
this star invisible to earth. But those who seek for :ldols cannot knew 't:.hia
star is there, '

Beyond all idols is the 'mought God holds of you, Completely un
affected by the turmoil and the terror of the world; the dreams of birth and
death that here are dreamed; the myriad of forms that fear can taks; quite
undisturbed, the Thought God holds of you remains exactly as it always was,
Surroundsd 5y a stillness so complete no sound of battle comes remotely near.
it rests in certainty and perfect peace, Here is your one realii ty kept safe,
completely unaware of all the world that worships idols, and that knows not
God. In perfect surepess of its changelessness, and of its rest in its
eternal home, the Thought God holds of you has never left the Mind of its
Creator, Whem 4t knows as 1ts Creator knows that it is there,

Where could the Thought Cod holds éf you exist but where YOU
are? Is your reality a {:hing apart from you, and in a world which your
reality knows nothing of? Outside you, there is no eternal sky, no change-
less star, and no reality, The Mird of Heaven's Son in Heaven is, for there
the Mind of Father and of Son joined in creation which can have ro end, JYou
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mhava nqt two realities, but one. Nor can you be AWARE of more than one.
Forget not, then,

g ""'An dol " OR the Thought God holds of you i3 your reality.

that idols must keep hidden what you are, not from the Mind of God, but frm
your own. Tbe Star shines still; the sky has never changed. But you, ths

holy Son of God Himself, are unaware of your reality,
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The Truth Behind Illusions

- You WILL attack what does not satisfy, and thus you ‘-d.ll not -

V5 Ride 1t up. TYou ALHAYS fight illusions. For the truth behind them
is 8o lovely and so still in loving gentleness » were you aware of it you
would forget defensiveness entirely, and rush to its embrace. The truth
could never be attacked, And this you knew when you made idols, They were.
mada that this might be forgotten. You attack ‘tmt false ideas, and never
truthful onss, ‘A1l idols are the false ideas you made to fill the gap yom
think arose .between yourself and what is trye. And you at_.tack them for the
things you think they represent. What lies beyond them camnot BE attacked,

The -}.taarying; dissgtisfﬁng- gods you made are blown-up _chiidren's

' hthow;.;‘.nA child is frightened when a wooden head springs up as a closed box is
opened suddenly, or when a soft and silent wooly bear begins to squeak as he |
tak_eé hold of it. The rules he made for boxes and for bears have falled him,
and have broken his "control" of what surrounds him, And he is afraid be-
cause he thought the rules protected him, Now must he lsarn the boxes and
the bears did not deceive him, broke no rules, nor mean his world is made.
chaotic and unsafe, HE was mistaksn., He misupderstood what made hin safe,
and thought that it had left, _

Tre gap that is not there is filled with toys in countless forms.
And each one seems to break the rules you set for it. It never WAS the thing
you thought. It must appear to break your rules for safety, since the rules
were wrong. But YOU are not endangered., TYou can laugh at popping heads and
squeaking toys, as does the child who learns they are no threat to him, Yet
while he likes to play with them, he s%ill perceives them as cbeying rules
he made for his enjoyment. So there still are rules which they can seem to
break, and frighten him, Yet IS he af, the mercy of his toys? And CAN thBY-
represent a threat to him? A ‘

Reality observes the laws: of God, and not the rules you set.
It ia His laws which guarantee your s_;-afety. - A11 illusions that you believe
about yourself obey WO laws, | They séém to dance a little while, according

\
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to the rules you set_-..ror them, But then they fall, and cannot rizse again.
" S Shey A bat toys, my children. ‘Do not grieve for them. Their dancing
hever brought you joy. But nei.thar-were they things to frighten you, n&r
make you safe if they obeyed your rules, ‘They must be neith_er cherisheq |
nor attacked, but merely looked upon aslch:lldran'a toys, without a single
meaning of their own. See one in them, and you will see them all, - Ses none
in-the'm, and they will touch you not, | '
Appearances deceive BECAUSE they are appearances, and not reality
Dwell not on them in an& form. They but obscure reality, and they bring fear
BECAUSE they hids the truth. Do mot attack what you have made to LET you be
' - -ddcelved, for this you prove that you HAVE been deceived. Attack HAS power |
to make i1lusions real. Yet what it makes is hothing. Who_could be made.
fearful by a power that can have no real effects at aill? What could it be
but an 11lusion, making things appear like to itself? Look calaly at its
toys, and understand that they are idols which but dance to vain deéires.
Give them not your worship, for they are not there., Yet this is equally for-
gotten in attack, God's Son needs no defenss against his dreams, His idols
do not threaten him at all, His one mistake is that he thinks them real,
What can the powsr of illusions D0? :
Appearances can but deceive the mind that WANTS to be deceived,
And you can make a simple choice that will forever place you far beyond de-
'cept.ion.' You need not concern yourself with how this will be done » for this
you cannot understand, But you WILL understand that mighty changes have
é‘een quickly brought about, when you decide ore very simple thing; you do not
WANT whatever you believe an idol gives. For thus the Son of God declares
that he is free of 1dols, And thus IS he free,
N Salvation 1s ‘a paradox indeedl What could it be except a happy
dream? It asks you but that you forgive all things that no-one ever -d_idj
-'-to overlook what is not there; and not to look upon the unreal as reality.
fYou ars but asked to let your will be done, and sesk no longer for the things

v
\
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you_do‘_ not want. - And you ars asked to let yoursal.f be free of all the "

Sana 5t what you never were, and aeek no more to substitute the Btrengtim

of idle wishes for the Will of God.
Here doas the dream of separation start to fade and 'disappear,

For here the gap that is not there bégin; to be perceiwfd without the toys
of terror that you made. No more than this is asked. Be glad ir;deed salva-
tion asks so 1ittle, not so much, It asks for NOTHING in reality., And even
in illusions it bub asks forgiveness be the -substitute for fear. . Such is the
only rule for happy dreams. The gap is émptied of the toys of fear, and then
its unreality is plain, bream are for NOTHING, And the Son of God can have

ﬂ?:&r?éeﬁh;f them. They offer him no s:!.ngle thing that he could ever wa.nt. He
is delivered from illusions by his will, and but restored to what he is, Wha

could God!'s plan for his salvation be, except a means to give him to Himself:

—O-
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The Only Purpose 3

- The real world is the state of mind in which the only 1:;;;.1-1.-,05,‘a
TR “br*‘-‘;tﬁéiworld is seen to be forgiveness. Fear is not its goal, and the
ESCAFE from guilt becomes its aim. The value of forgiveness is perceiveq,

and talces the place of idols, which are sought no longer, for their "giftan |
are not held dear. No rules are idly set, and no dema.nds are made of anyong
or anything to twist and fit into the dream of fear, Instead, there is g
wish to understand all things created as they really are. Amd 1t 1e recog-
nized that all things mist be first forglven, and THEN understood, =
.. Here, it is thought that understanding is ACQUIRED by attack,

There, it is clear that by attack is underatanding I0ST, The folly of pur..
$8ing Fllt as goal is fully recognized, And idals are not wamted there, -
for gudlt is understood as the sole_ cause of pain in any form, No-ons is |
tempted by its vain appeal, for suffering and death haire been perceived as
things not manted, and not striven for. The possibility of freedom has been
graSped and welcomed and the means by which it can be gained can now be
understocd. The world becomes a Place of hope, because its only purpose is
to be a plaze where hope of happiness can be fulfilled, And no-one stands
outside this hope, because the world has been united in belief the purpose of
the world is one which all must share, if hope be more than Just a dream,

Not yet is Heaven quite remembered, for the purposs ‘of forgive-
hass still remains, Yet everyone is certain he w111 go beyond forgiveness »
and he but remains until it is made perfect in himself.- He has no wish for
anything but this, And fear has dropped avay, because he is united in hisg
purpose with himself, There is a hope off happiness.in him so .sure and.con-
stant he can barely stay, and wait a litile longer with his feet still
touching earth, Yet is he glad to wait till every hand is joined, and every
heart made ready to arise and go with him. For thus iz HE made rsady for
the step in which is all forgiveness left behind, .

The final step is God's, bec.j.#use it is but Cod Who could create

-
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- perfect Son, and share His Fatbherhood with him, WNo-one outside ¢f -
o “He‘ﬁ n‘—knm how this can be, for understanding this is Heaven itselr,
Even the real world has a purpose still beneath creation and eternity.
But fear is gone, because its purpose is forgiveness, not idolatry. And
80 13 Heaven's Son prepared to be Himself, and to remember that the Son of
God knows everything his. Father understands, and understands it perfectly
with Him, ' '

7 The real world still falls short of this, for this is God's Own
purpose; only His, and yet completely shared and perfectly .f'ulfilled. The -
real world is a state in which the mind hag learned how easily do :Ldols go
whan they are st:!.ll perceived, but wanted not, How willingly the mind can
let them go when it has understood that idols are nothing and nowhere, and
are purposeless., For only then can guilt and sin be seen without a purpose,
and as meaningless,

Thus 1s the real world's purpose gently brought into awareness s
to replace the goal of sin and guilt, And all that stcod between your i’mage'.
of yourself and what you are, forgiveness washes Joyfully away., Yet God peed
not.c'reate His Son again, that what is his be given back to him, The gap
between your brother and yourself was never THERE., And what the Son of God
knew in creation he must know again,

. When brothers join in purpoée in the world of fear, thay stand
already at the edgs of the real world, Perhaps they still look back, and
thinli they see an idol that they want. Yet has their path been surely set
away from idols toward reality, For -when they joined their hands, it was
Christ's hand they took, and they will look on Him Whose hand they hold,

The face of Christ is looked uwpon before the Fat.her is remembered, For He
nmst be unremembered t1ll His Son has reached beyond forgiveness, to the love
of God, Yet is the love of Christ accepted first, And then will come the
knoWledge They are One.

How light and easy is the step across the narrow boundaries of
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the world of fear, when you have 'recognize'd Whose hand you hol‘dl' m-thin

s e e

. o wyGuRchand. 4s everything you need to walk with perfect confidence away Prom
' fear forever, and to go straight on,‘ and quickly reach the gate of Heaven
itself, Far He Whose hand ydu hold was waiting but for you to Join Him,
Now that yeu have come, would HE delay in showing you the way thaf. Be must
walk with you? His bléssix;g lies on you as surely as His Father's love
rests upon Him. His gratitude to you 1s past yoxir understanding, for yon
have enabled Him to rise from chains, and go with you, together, to His
Father's house, o _ : | )
, An anclent hate is passing from the world. ‘And with it goéé all
" Hdtred and all fear. Look back no longer, for what lies ahead is all you
ever wanted in your hearts. Give up the world! But not to éacrifice. .'Iou ‘
never WANTED it. What happiness have you sought here that did not bring
you pa:l.n? What moment of content has not been bought at fearful price in
coins of Su.'.f.;f.'ering? Joy HAS no cost, It is your sacred right, and what
you pay fo:" is not happiness, Be_s_peeded on your way by honesty, and let
not your experiences here deceive in retrospect, They v(ere not free from
bitter cost and joyless consequence.
Do not look back except 1n honesty. And when an’'idol tempts
you, think of this: -
There never was a time an idol brought
You anything except the "gift® of gullt.
Not one was bought except at cost of Pain,
Nor was it ever paid by you alons.
Be merciful unto your brother, thén. And do not choose an idol thought-
lessly, remembering that he will pay the cost as well as you. For he will
be delayed when you look back, and you will not perceive Whose loving hand -
you hold. Yook forward, then, and walk in confidence, with happy hearts
that beat in hope and do not pound in fear.
The Will o;' God forever lies in those whose hands are joined.
Until they Joined, they thought He was their enemy. But when they joined and

shared a purpose, they were free to learn their will is one, And thus the
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Nor can they forget for long -

e Hill of God must reach to their awareness.

L .v--m--r-.-

'
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The Justification for Forgiveness
ﬁ,ﬁ,nger is HEVER Justified. Attack has NO foundation.' It 18
s'capa fron rear begins, and w:i.ll be made complete. Here is the raal

world given in exchange for dreams of terror. For it is on this forgivg-
ness rests, and is but natural. You are not asked to offer pardon where
attack is due, and would be Justified For this would mean that you fol‘give
a sin by overlooking what is really there., This is not ‘pardon. For it won]_d
assume that, by responding in a way which is not Justified, your paroon w1
become the angwer to attack that has been made . And thus is pardon in-
appropriate » by bei.ng granted where it is not due,

Pardon is ALWAYS ;juati.fied. It has a SURE i‘oundation. Iou do

not forg.lve "l:-ho unforgiveable ’ nor overlook a real attack that calls for

punishment. Salvat.ion does not 1lie in being asked to make unnatural response:;
which are inappropriate to what is real. Instead, it merely asks that you
respend appropriately to what is not real by not perceiving what has noﬁ
occurred. If pardon were unjustified, you would be asked to sacrifice your
rights when you return forgiveness for attack. But you are mersly asked to
sea forgiveness as the natural reaction to distress which resis on error,

and thus calls for help., Forgiveness is “he ONLY sane response, It KEEFS
your rights from being sacrificed.

This understanding is the only change that lets the ‘real world
rise to take the place of dreams of terror. Fear cannot arise unlsss attack
is justii‘ied, and if it ‘had a real foundation, pardon would bave pone. The
real world is achieved when yuu perceive the basis of forgiveness is quite
real and i‘ully_ Justified. While you regard it as a gift unwarranted, it
nust, UPHOLD the guilt you would "forgive.® Unjustified forziveness IS
attack, And this is all the world can ever give. It pardons "sinners" some-
times, but remai_ns aware that they have sinned. And so they do not merit
the :torgiveness that 1t gives,

" Tnis is the false forgiveness which the world employs to KEEP
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se o of, gin alive. "And recognizing God is just, it seems impossible

T i

‘Hif?'i:mon’-eould be real. Thus is the fear of God the sure result of

seeing pardon as ummerited, No-one who sees himself as guilty can avoid -
the fear of CGod, But he is saved from this dilemma if he can rorglve.. The
mind must think of its Creator as it looks upon itself. If you can see your
brother merits pardon, you have learned forgiveness is your right as muck as
his, Nor will you think that God intends for you a fearful judgment which
your brother does not merit. For it 1s the truth that you can merit neither
more nor less than he. _

Forgiveness recognized as merited will heal. It gives'tlie.
“miracis its Strength to overlook illasions. This is how you learn that you
mst be forgiven, too. There can be no appearance +that can NOT be ovei'-
looked. For if there were, it would be necessary first there be scme sin
which stands beyond forgiveness. There would be an error that is more than
a mistake; a special form of error which remains unchangéable, eternal, and
beyond correction or escape. There would be one mistake which had the power
to undo creaiion, and to make a world which could replace it, and destroy the
Will of God, Only if this were possible could there be scme appearances
which could withstand the miracle, and not be healed by it.

There 1s no surer proof idolatry is what you wish than a belief
there are some forms of sickness and of joylessness forgiveness cannot heal.
This means that you prefer to keep some idols » and are not prepared, as yet,
to let a1l idols go. And thus you thinl_: that some appearances are real, and
not appearances at all. Be not decei.ved about the meaning of a fixed bellef
that some appearances are harder to look past than others are, It ALWAYS
means you think forgiveness must be limited. And you have set a goal of
partial pa:rdon and a limited escape from guilt for YOU. What can this be
except a false forgiveness of yourself, and everyone who seems apart from
you?

It must be true the miracle can heal ALL forms of sickmess s or
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At cannot hml Its purpose cannot be to judge which forms are real, -and

e ."!:- . mﬁ%ﬁf""-;"' ey
which appear'ancea are true, If one appearance must remain apart from

healing, one illusion mst be part of truth, And you could not escape 'all
‘guilt, but amly some of it. You must forgive God's Son ENTIRELY, Or you
Will keep am image of yoursalf that is not whole, and will remain a.fraid to
look within, and find escape from every idol there. Salvation rests.on
fatth there CANNOT be some forms of .guilt which you cannot forgive. And 80 -
there cammo® be appearances which have re'placed the truth about God's Son.

- - Look on 'your brother with the willingness to see him as he is,

-

' And do not. ksep a part of hin outside your willingness that he be healed.
w’i‘.oﬂ‘hq;a? :ls to ‘make whole. _And- what is whole can have no missing parts that
have been kept out;side. ‘ Forgiveness rests on recognizing this, and being
glad there cannot be some forms of sickness which the miracle must lack the

power to he=l,

God's Son is perfect, or he cannot BE God's So‘n. Nor will you
know him, if you think he does not merit the escape from guilt in ALL its
forms and ALL its conssquence., There is no way to think of him but this, -
if you would know the truth about yoursslf:

"I thank you, Father, for your perfect Son,
And in his giory will T see my own,"

Here 1s the jo;rful statement that there are no forms of evil whica can over-
come the Will of God; the glad acknowledgment that guilt has not succeeded
by your wish to make illusions real, And what is this éxcep’c. a simple state-
ment of the truth? - . : N '

Lock on your brother with this hope ‘ir::: you, and you will under-
stand he could not make an error that could change the truth‘ in him. It is-
not difficult to overlook mistakes that have been’given no effects., But
what you see as having power to make an idol of the Son of God you will NOT
pardon, For he has become to you a graven image, and a sign of death., Is
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THIS your Saviour? Is his Father wrong about His Son? Or have You been
who has been given you to heal, for YOUR salvation and

IR e Sk
i badetglved dnh
deliverance?
- o L
- -

-
-



- 031 -

The New Interpretation

. uld God have left the meaning of the world to your inter..
pretation? If He had, it HAS no meaning. For it cannot be that meaning
changes constantly, and yet is true. The Holy Spi_rit looks upon the world
as with one purpose, changelessly established. And no sitmation ean affect
its aim, but must be in accord with 1%, For only if 1§ aim could change
w:i.th every situation cuuld each one be open to interpretat.ion which is
different every time you think of it," You add an eleme‘nt into the script
you write fer every minute in the day, and all that happens now means some-
thing el¥e. TYou take away another element, and every meaning shifts accord-
- - -Vhat. do your scripts reflect except your plans for what the day
SHOULD be‘? And thus you Judge disaster and success, advance, i-etreat, and
gadln and loss, These judgments all are made according to the roles the
seript assigns. The fact they have no meaning in themselves is demonstrated
by the ease with which these labels change with other Judgments, made on
different aspects of experience., Ard then, in locking back, you think you
Ssee another meaning in what went before, What have you really done, except
to show there WAS no meaning there? But you assigned a meaning in the Iight
of goals that change, with every meaning shifting as the;{r 'change.

Only a constant purpose can endow events with stable.meaning.
But it must accord ONE meaning to them all, If they are given different
meanings, it must be that they reflect but different purposes. And this is
all the meaming that they have, Can this BE meaning? Can confusion be
what mearing means? Perception cannot be in constant; flux, and make allow-
ance for stability of meaning anywhere, Fear is a Judgment never justified,-
Its presence has no meaning but to'_ show you wrote a fearful script, and are
afraid accordingly, But not because the thing you fear has fearful meaning
in itself, )
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_ A conmon PURPOSE is the only means whereby perception can be

. PR ,L._u_.
———e )]

i *Matabilieed, ~and one interpretation g:l.ven to the world and all experiences
here, In this shared purpose is one judgment shdred by everyone and every-
thing you see. TYou do not have to judge, for you have learned one meaning
has been given everything, and you are glad to see it everywhere., It can-
not, change BECAUSE you would perceive it everywherae, unchanged by circum-
'stance. Ang 80 you OFFER it to all events, and let them offer you stability.

Escape from judgment simply lies in this; all things have but
ons purpose 2, wbich you share with all the world. And nothing in the world
can be opposed to it, for it belongs to everything, as it belongs to’ you.
’In"s:lngle purpose 18 the end of 511 ideas of sacrifice s Which must assume a
different purpose for the ome who gains and him who loses. There could be
no thought of sacrifice apart from this idea. And it is this idea of |
different goals which makes berception shift and meaning change. In one,
united goal does this become impossible, for your agreement nakes inter-
pretation stabilize and last.

How can ccmmunicatlon really be established while the symbols
which are used mean d:r.iferent things? The Holy Spirit's goal gives one
interpretation, meaningful to you and to your brother. Thus can you
commnicate with him, and he with you. In symbols which you both can under-
stand, the sacrifice of meaning is undone. All sacrifice entails the loss
of your ability to see relationships among events., ‘_.And looked at separately,
they HAVE no meaming. For there is no light by which they can be seen and
understocd. They have no purpose. And what they are for cannot be seen.

In any thought of loss, there IS no meaning, No-ome has agreed with you

on what it means., It is a part of a distorted script, which canmnot be
interpreted w:.th meaning. It must be forever unintelligible. This is not
commnication. Your dark dreams are but the senseless, isolated scripts you
write in sleep. Look mot to separate dreams for meaning. Only dreams of

pardon can be shared. They mean the same to both oi‘ you,
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i e-'-.:rl_?_%.tl)o’i'not interpret out of solitude, for what you see means no- K
thing _ %ﬁﬁﬁh shift in what it stands for, and you will believe the - '
world is an uncertain place, in which you walk 1n danger and uncertainty,
It is tut your INTERPRETATIONS which are lacking in stabﬂity, for they .
are not in li.ne with what you rea:l.ly are. This is a state so seemingly un-
gafes that fear MUST rise. Do not continue thus » ny brot.hers. We have O}E
Interpretor. And through His use of symbols are we :]oined so that they
mean the same to all of us, Our common 1anguage lets us speak to all ¢ur
brothers, and to understand with them forgiveness has been given to us

' 'al'l., and thua We can communi.cate again.
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Changeless Reality 3 . :

Srrie Appearances deceive, but can be changed Reality is changeless.

It' does ndt deceive at all, and if you fail to see beyond appearances you
ARE deceived. For everything you see will change, and yet you thought it
real before, and now you think it real again. Reality is thus reduced to
form, and capable of change. Reality is changeless, Tt is this that makes
it real, and keeps it separate from ALL appearances. : It mast transcend all
forn to be itself, It CANNOT change.

The miracle is means %o demonstrate that all.appearances can
change because they ARE appearances, and camnot have the changelessness .

. Feality entails, . The miracle at_t.eg@g___ﬁg.lvaﬁon from appearances by . -
SHOWING:'the'y can change, Your brother has a changelessness in kim beyond
appearance and dec_eptibn, both. It. 1s obscured by ch;ngin'g_ views of him
which you PERCEIVE as his reality. The happy dream about him takes the form
of the appearance of his perfect health, his perfect freedom from all forms
of lack, ard safety from disaster of all kirlds. The miracle is proof he is
not bound by loss or suffering in any form, tecause it can so easily be
CHANGED., This demonstrates that it was MEVER rea), and could not stem from
his reality, For that is changeless, and has no effects which aaything in
Heaven or on earth could ever alter. But appearances are shown _to be unreal
BECATSE they change.

What is temptation but a wish to make illusions real? It does
not seem to be the wish that no reality be so. Yet it is an assertion that
some forms of idols have a powerful appeal which makes them harder to resist
than thoseyou would not WANT to have reallty. Temptation, then, is nothing
more than this; a prayer the miracle touch mot some dreams, but keep their
unreality obscure, and give to them reality instead, And Heaven gives no
answer to the prayer, nor can a miracle be given you to heal appearances you
do not like, You have established LIMITS. What you ask IS given you, but
not of God Who kmows no limits. You have limited YOURSELF
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‘ Reallty is changeless. Miracles but show what you have inter.-
e *"*ﬂ'pésedﬁbet_ween reality and your awareness is unreal, and does not interfere
at all, The cost of the belief there must. be some appearances beyond the
hope of change is that the miracle cannot come forth from you consistently.
For you have ASKED it be withheld fron power to hea.']. all dreams. There is
no miracle you cannot have when you DESIRE healing. But there is no miracle
that can be g:iveé”you UNLESS you want it. Choose what you would heal, and
He ‘Who gives all miracles has not beén given freedom to bestow His gifts
upon God's Son. . When he 1s tempted, he denies reality. And he becomes the
willing slave of what he chose instead, _

T BECAUSE reality is cha.ngeless is a miracle already there to heal
all things that change , and offer them to you to see in happy form, devoid |
of fear. It will be given you to loock upon your brother thus. But not while
you would have it otherwise in some res_pects. For this but means you would
not have him healed and whole. The Christ in him is perfect. Is it this
that you wuuld looi upon? Then let there be no dreams about him which jou
would prefer to seeing this. And you will see 4he Christ 5_.n him because you.
LET Him come to you. And when He has appeared to you, you will be c¢ertain
you are like Him, for He is the changeless in your brother AND in you.

This will you look upon when you decide thers is not one appear-
ance yuu would hold in place of what your brother really is, Jlet no tempta-
tion to prefer a dream allow uncertainty to enter here.- Be not made guilty

_and afraid when you are tempted by a dream of what he %s. But do not give
it power to replace the changeless in him in your sighé of him., There is
no false appearance but will fade, if you request a miracle instead, There .
is no pain from which he is not i‘ree;, if you would have him be but what he
is. Why should you fear to see the Christ in him? You but behold TOURSELF
in what you see. As he is healed are you made free of guilt, for his appear-

ance IS your own to you,



