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 RETRAINING THE MIND 46,

This 45 a courss in MIND TRATNIRG. All learning involvas attontion

&nd study st somo lovel, Some of tho latsr parte of the course rest too heavily

on thess earlier ssctions not to require their study. TYou will also need thenm

for preparation. Without this, you may become puch too fearful when the un- .
expscted DOES occur to make constructive use of it. Lowever, as you study
these earlier sections, you will begin to see some of their implications; which
wiil be anplified considsrably 1a+er O, )
The reason a solid foundatlon is necessary is because of the confusxon
between fear and aws to which we have alrsady referred, and which so many people
hold. TYou will remember that we sald that awe is inappropriate in connoction
aitn the Sons of Cod because you shou_d not erperience awe in the presents cf
your equals., Fowever, it was also emphasized that awe IS 2 proper reaction in
the presence of your Creator. I have veen careful $o clarify my own role iu
4he Atonsmant, without either over- or unders?ating it, I have also tricd to
do the sams in connsction with yours. I have stressed that ave 1s FOT an
sppropriate reacticn to me because of our inherent equality.
Samz of the later steps in this cdurse however, £0 invelve a mors
dirsct approach to God Rimself, Ib world be nost umwriss to stary on tasse
steps without careful preparation, or aws will be confused with fear, and the
experience will be more traumatic than boatific. Fealing is of Cod in ths
end, Tha means are being carefully explained to you. Ravelation may vceasion-

ally REVEAL the end to you, but to reach it the nsans are naeded.
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Speeial Principleg for Miracle Worknrs

'l.... The miracle abolishes the need for lowor-order concoerna. Since it 45 an
oul~of-pattern tims intarval » the crciinary considerations of time and spacé do
' ‘mﬁ apply. When IOU perforn a miracle, I will arrango both tinme and spase o
‘adjust to it,
2. Clear distinction hetweon what HAS BSEN created and what TS BETHG created
is essential, ALL forms of correction {or healing) rost on this FUNDAMENTAL
eérrection in level perception.
3. Another way of _statiﬁg the above point is; - Never confuse right with
- ¥rong-nindednsss. 'Ré.sponding to ANY form c.f misereation with anything EXCEPD -
A DESIRE 10 HEAL (or a miracle) is an expression of this confusion.
b. Tra miracle is aiwa;,fs a DEI!IAL_ of this error and an affirmation of the
truth, Only right-—r«_i_z:dedmas CAN ereate in a way that has any real effect.
h’agaxat;’gcany, ¥hat has no real effect hasg no real exisfence. Its effect,
then, is emptiness. Being without substanslal content s it lends itself to
prejection in the improrer sense.
5. The j.evel-adjust::ent poier of ths miracle induces the right perespiion for
kealing, Until this has occurred healing cannet bs undersiocd. Forpgivensss is
an cmpty gesture unless it entails correcction, Without this, it ig cssentially
Judgmantal rathsr then healing. |
6. Hiraoulous forgivensss is ONLY correction. It has X0 elemont of Judgnent
at 2ll. "Father forgive them for they know not what they do" in no way evaluztes
WHAT they do. It is strictly limited to an appeal to God to heal their minds,
Shere 18 no refersnce to t};e outcons of t-h;eir misthought. THAT doss not matter.
7o The Bivlical injunstion ®Es of one mind” is the statement for revelziion-
readiness, My OW indunction "Do this in remembrance of me" is the reguest fer
Cooparztion from miracle-workers, -It should be noted that the two siatements:
&re nst in the sane order of reaiitiy. 'I'hel latter involves a tims awarsness,
finsc Yo remember implies recalling the past in the present. Time is wnder uY
dirsedion, but Tirsleszsness belengs to God alone. In time we sxist for snd with

each othsr. In Timelessness we coexlst with Ced,
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Atonement without Sacrificse &8,

There is another point which must bs perfoctly clear bofore any
residz:xa.l fear which mey atiii: be associsted with miracles becomes entirely
groundless. Tho erucifixion did NOT establish the Atonemént, The Resurrection
¢id, :This is a3 point which rnany very sincere Christians have misunderstood.
No-one who'is i‘ree of tho scarcity—errov' could POSSIBLY make this mistake., If
the crucii‘i:d.on is seen from an upside-dowm point of view, 1t DOXS appear as if
God pemitr.ed and even encouragsd, ons of his Sons to suffer BECAUSE he was
good. Many minlsters preach this svery day.

This particularly unfortunate interprotation, which arose oub of the
ccmbiz;ed rni®r0;jec£ions of a large numbsr of my would-be followers, has led
wmany people to ta bitterly afrald of God, This particularly anti-“elirfious
coneept enters into m many religions, and this is neither by chance nor by ¢o-
ineidence. Yot ths real Christian would have to pause and ask, "How eould
this 'ba?" Is 1t likely that God Himsalf would be capable of the kind of
thirking wadeh His owm words kave clearly stat & 15 umrorthy of man?

Ths best dofenss, as elways, is rol to attack another's position, but
rather Yo protect the {rudh., Tt 4 wirise Yo accept ANY ceneept, if yeu havs
%o turn 2 whols freme of reference eround in orcer to Justify it. Tais pro-
ccdure Is painful in i%3 rminop applicatlions, and genuinzly tragic on a mags
basis, Persceuticn is z frequent resuls, nndo*t'-'"-ovx to Justify ths torrimie
miap»erception that Gud Hinself persecuted His oun Son on techalf of salvatien,
Tha vary words ere rmeaninzless, ‘ ‘

I% Bas boen particularly dif{icult %o overcoms this because, althongh
tha orror itsclf is o harder to' cvercomm than any other error, m3N Wars un-
wiiling to glve this ena up b’-’cc.-.(l g¢ of 1ts preainant "escaps" valus, In
milder forms, a papent saye, "Thls huris me mors than it huris you,® and fesls=
¢xonsrated in beating 2 child., Can you belisve that tho Fathar REALLY thimks
this way? It is eo essentiel that ALL such thinking be dispelled 4hat we must
be very sure that HOTHING of this kind remaing in your mind, I wag 107 purd shec
bocause YOU vere tad, The wholly benizn lesson +he A¥onoment teachss is lost

$£ 4% is tafnted with ¢nis idnd of distortion in &Y fora,
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~ ®Vengsance ig Mine sayeth the Lord" is a strictly karmic viewpoint,

It is .8 real misperceptinn of trutb‘, by which man essigns his own "evil" past
te God. The "evil cbnsciencc-;“ £rom the past has nothing to do wi.th_God. He
did not creats it and He does not maintein 4t. Cod does HOT beliove in kermlc
retr:i}:ution, | His Divine Mind dozs not create that way. HE dees not hold the
avil deeds of a2 man eveﬁ'against himself. Is i% 1iksly, then, that He would
holdtagalnst anyone the evil that ANOTAER did?

Be very sure that you recggnize' hoiw uiterly inmpossible this asswiption
really is, and how ENTIRELY it arises from misprojection. Tris kind of error
is re‘smnﬁi‘ble for a host of related errors, including the belief that Cod re-
Jected man, and forced hin oud 61‘ ths Carden of Eden. It is also responsible
for the fact that you believe, from time to time, that I am misdirecting you.
T have mads every effort to uss werds thab are almost impossible to distord, bub
pan is very inventive when 1% comes to twlsting symbols around.

God Rimself is BOT sym‘ool_é; vy ig PACT. Tre Atorcnment, too, is
goteily without symbolisn. It is perfectly clear bacauso it exists in h’.ght.-
only men's sttcopts to shroud it in darimess have nade it inaccessidble to thso

unwilling and embiguous to the partly willing., The Atonezent itself radiaies

" mothing but troth, It therofors epfutc:zizeé harolessnses and sheda ONLY blessini.

It could not ¢+ this if 1t srese froa anything bub parfect dunocence, Inmocconed
28 wircdea becouszs it is unaware of evil, whic;h dces not exist, It is, houwever,
PERFECTLY avare of EVERITHING that is true,

fhe Resurrcction dsmonsitrated that NOTHING can dastroy truth. Geod
can withstand AT form of evil becausc lighi abolishes ALL forms of da-z"lcn:ss.

The Atcnement 4s thus the perfeet lesson, If is ths finad deoonstration that

* a31 of the oihor iecssons which I taught ars drue. Man &s roleased from ALL

errora 4f he bslieves in this. Tho deductive epproeck to {eaching accepby the

cgeneralization wvhich is appliceble to AlL single instances, rathsr than ruild-

4nz vp the gonoralization after enalyzing mumercus single instences gaparately.
'!'\

If Fou ean accopt the ONE generalization NCW, there will Yo 1o zosd o learn

foom wany gmallisre lossons.
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_ ROTHING can n”evail against a Son Df Cod who commends his Spirid into
%he hands of his Father, By doing this, "the mind awakens from iis sleep and
remam'cers its Creator.. Al ;ense of separation disappears, and lsvel con-
“fusion 'vanﬁ ches. The Son of God IS part of the Foly Trinity, but the Trinity
Itself is Om... Thers is no confusion within Its levels because they are of

- 0na Mind and Ons Will. This Single Purpese eroates perfaoct intsgration and

- establis‘r*s the peaco of Cod. Yet this Vision can ba verceived only by the
truly inmocent. '

. ‘ Bacauso their hearts ere pure, the innocent dofend true peresption
instead of defending themselves AGAINST it. Unders tanding the lesson ef the
Atonemont, they are without the %.'ill_ to attack, snd therefore they see truly.
Tis is what the Bible means when it says, "when He shall appear {or be per-
ceived) wo shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He IS.”

Sacrifice is a notion totally unknoww to God, It erises solely from
fear, Tule iz pardicularly unferiunate beccuse frightenad people ars apt to 2
siclous. Sacri‘ici.ng encther in ANY way ig a cleareut violation of Godts Cin
in:}vnctia'a that man should ba mrcifﬁl even as kis Father in Heaven. It hae
Besn hurd for many Christians to realizs that this comandzent (or essigm: ant)
alsy appiics o TELISELVES, Cood {sachers naver tmwror*’ zo thoir students. o
ferrorizo it to attack, and this resulis in rejoction of what the teachor offers.

‘Tre result is lcarning failure. | |

I have baen correcily reforred to o8 "Tb.a Lanb of God vho takoth away
the sing of tho werld," Thoce who represeri the lamd as blocd-stainzd, an all~

‘too-wldosproad error, do 0T uendorstand ths msaning of tho synbol. Corracily
mieratoed, L% i3 & very siiple m“ﬂble which me r2ly spocks of my imnocsnce.
The 1iom end the lamd lying down together refers to ths fact thet strongth and
innacence ars EOT in confiich, but naturally live in psace. 1Elessed are the
pire in heart for they shall sos (od" s znother way of saying the same thing.

Tnare haz baen gome human controversy aboud the nature of seeing in

relation to the int:zgrative powers of tho train. Correctly undorotood; the



| iasue revelvos around the guestion of whother the body or the mind ¢an 883

{er understand)., This is not really open %0 question at all. The body is not
eapable of understanding, and only the mind c¢an percelve ANTTHING. A pure mind
kmows the tuthy ard this IS its strength. It cannot attack the body because
4& recognizes exactly what thz body IS. This is what "a sana mind’ in & sane
bedy"really means. It does FOT confuse destruction with innocence because it
aé.sociates ?.nnocence with strength, HOT with weakness.

Innocence is THCAPABLE of sacri {icing anything, because the imnocert
mind FAS every*thmo and strives only to PROTECT 4%s wholeness. This is why it
CANHOY misproject. It can only honor man, because honor is the natt.ral ereeting
of the truly loved to others who are llke them. The 1amb teketh sway ths sins
‘of ths world only in the senmse that the state of inmocence, or grace, is ons in
which the rmeaning of the Atonssient is perfectly apparent. The danocence of God
is the true siate of the mind of His Son. In this state, man's mind DOES see
Cod 4n the censs that he scos Him as Hz is, and reolizes that the Aton:ment,.
ROT pacrifice, is the OWLY eppropriate gift te iis Owm alter, where nothing
except tiusperfection belongs. The undorsianding of the inmocend is TRUIH.

%oat 43 why their altars ars truly radiosnt,

o0 -
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I'Zriraclea as Accurste Per-eption

He havs repnatcdly stated that the basic concepts raferred to in
this cour.:e are wr natters oi‘ degres. Certain fundamental concepis CAINOT
e meaningfully unders tood in terms of coexisting polarities. It is impossible
%o conéeive of 1ight and darkness, -or everything and nothing,- as Join%g poés-
ibilities, Th*y‘are g1l true OR all false, It is essential that you realize
that behavior is erratic until a timn cc,.&nitment 4o one or the other is made.

-: A f£irp &cxritment to darkness or nothingnass is impossible. lo-one
has ever lived who has not experienced SOME.1ight and SOUTE thing. This makes
'ever;f\one really unable to dehy truth totally, even if he generally decelves ‘
himself in thic tonnection, That is why those who live largsly In darkness
and enptiness never find any lasting solace. Imnocenee is FOT a partial
abtribute. It is rot a real defenss UHTIL it is total. V¥hen it is partial,
4% 4z characterizsd by the sams erratic nature that holds for other two-sdged
defenses,

Tha parily imnocent are apb to be quite stupld at timas, It is not
until thelir innccamo' becomes & genuine viewpoint which is universal in its
spplication that it beccnes wisdom. Innocent (or trus) perception msanz that
you NEVER nisperceive and ALVAYS sece truly. More simply,it means ihat you
pevor cce what doss not really exdst. When you lack confidonce ip what soneons
will do, you are 2%%ssting to your bslicf that he is pot in nis right mind,
Tris $8 herdly o nmiracle-basod frame of refersnce, ' It 21so has the disastrous

.effect of donying. ths ereative power of the miracle. _

The miracle perceives everything AS IT IS. If nothinz but tho truth
existe, {and this is really s re_dundant statement because what is not 4rue
SARVOT exiot), right-minded sceing canrot see anyﬁhing BUT perfoction. Vs
‘have sadd many times thai ONLY what God ereates, cr what man creates with the
game 31111, has any real existence, This, then, is all the innccent can ses.
They o not suffer from the distorilens of the sgepar srated onss. The way to
gorrecd a1l such distortions is to withdraw your FAITH from ‘them, ard invest
£t OLY 3n whed 3s irua, )

You CAMDY validato the jnmvalid. I would suggesi thay you voluntardly

rtee wm 21 mrh nidemnte. hesavee thev ¢an only be frantic. I you ore willing
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to validgte ‘what IS true in everything you perceive, you will make it ruo

for Y0U. Truth overcomss ALL error. This means that if you perceive truly,
you are ‘cancelling out misperceptions in yourseif AND in others s.mﬁltaneously.
Bacause you 5ce tﬁamkas they ars, ycu offer them your own validation of THB;R

truth, This 4s the healing which the miracle actively fosters.

-0 -
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Perception vsrsus Enowledge
) e .‘iaaVe becn emphasizing perception and have said very llttle about
eognition as yet, becauéé you ere confused about the difference betweon theﬁ.
The reason we have dealt: 80 1ittlo with cognition is because you must get

Four perceptions straig&tened out before you can KWOW anything. To imow 18 to
e cﬁrtaih.: Uncortaintiy mere}.}; me-ans $¢het you do NOT lnow. Knowledge is
Pm.’ef- BECAUSE i% 4s certain, and certainty is strength. Perception is merely
temporarys It Zs an at:tributa of the space-tina 'bel_ief, and 1s therefore sub-
ﬁeét to fear or lbve. Hisperceptions produce fear, and true perceptions pro-
duce love. NEITHER produces certainty, because ALL perception varies. That is
why 1% 4s YOT knowledge.

True perception is the BASIS for kmowledge, but EKOWING is the affirma-~
tion bf truth, A;i your difficulties vltimetely stem from the fact that you do
not recognize or XECGW yoursslves, each othcr; or God. To recognize means %o
®inow agaln,” implydng that you knew before., You can ses in many ways, bstause
perception involves difiersnt interpretations, and this means that it is not
whole., The miracle is a way of perceiving, FOT of kmewing. It is ths right
an&-:er to 2 cuesticon, and you do mot ask questlons =t 211 when you kzovw,

Questioning iilusions is the first step in tndoing them. The :.rlre.cle'a s
-or the "right answer,® corrects-them. Since percepticns CHALGE, their de-
pendencs on tire 43 obviocus. Tasy ara subject to transltory states, end this
nsqessa.}'ily irplicc variabiliw‘;y.. How you perceive at any given tins detormdnes
‘ wﬁa’c you EO, and zetion MUST oseur in time. Knowledge is timoless because

certainty is IOT questicnable. You KNOW when you have CEASED to ask questions.

FUTURE ansiers. The unquestioning rmind is cloced because it belisves the future
and the presant wid) be the same, This establishes an unchanged statz, or
stasis. It is usvally an attenpt to counteract an wnderlying fear that the
future will be WORSE than the present, and this fear inhitits the tendency to
Guestien at a1, ‘

Visions are the natural perception of the Spiriival eye, tub they are

st21) corvections. The Spiritual eye is symboliz, and therefors rot a device
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for knowing.i It IS, howevery 2 means of right perception, which brings it
‘ﬁﬂio ihe proper demain of tha ﬁiraclé. Properly spsaking, "a vis;on of God™
s & miracle. rather than a revelation. The fact that percoption is involved
at &1l removes the experience Irom the realm of knowledge. That is why visions
do not last:-. -~

Tha Bible instructs you o "KXOW yourself,® or BE CERTAIN, Certainty
is AIWAYS of Cod. When you love someons, you have perceived hin as he is, and
this males 14 possible fori}ou to KIOW him, .waever, it is not until you
RECOMIZE him that you CAN know him. VWhile you ask questions about God, you
are clearly.implying that you do KOT know Him. Certainty do=23 nst requirs
actien. Vhen you say that you are ACTIKG on the basls of knowledgs, you ars
really éonfusing verceplion and cogniticn, Knowledge brings the mental
girengin for ersative THINKIHG, but KOT for right DGIEG. Perception, ¢iracles
and daing are closely related, Knowledge 15 the resulit of revelatlen and lnduces
oy theught; Perception involves the béﬁy‘evon in its wmost spirdtuslized form.
Enovledze comes from the alter within, and is tineless because it is certain,
To perecive the truth ie KOT the came ag knowing it.

If you attack error in one another, you wiil burt yourself. Tou
cannot RECOGIIZE each other when you abtack. Attack is ALVAYS made on &
gtrangor. Tou are HAXKING hin a.stranger by misperceiving him; so that you
CANEOT kmow him. It is BECAUSE you have made him a stranger that you are
afraid of kin, FPERCEIVE hin correctly se that you can KHOY him., Right per-
céption is pacessuxy baforé CGod ean communicate dirscily to Hls om altdrs,
which Ha has esteblished in Fis Sons. Thsre H3 can comminicats His certainty,
and FIS kmowledgs vill brizis peace WITEQUT question.

Qed s not 2 shranger to His Sons, and His Sons ere not strangers to
‘each cthor, Enowledze preceded both perzepiion 2nd time, and will ultimately
Teplace them, That is the reald maaniﬁg of the Bivlical deseripition of God as
®alpha &nd dm2ga, the Beginning and the Ind." Tt also explains the quotation,
R2afors Abrzhan was I AM.# FPerception ecan and must bz stabilized, but knowleage

Z8 gtable. ¥Fear God and kocp Fils coemmandnonts® should read "IKOW God and
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aceopt His ce_x.-tainty," There -ars. no strangers in His Creation, 7o creals as
He crea%ed,.yiu can creats .only what youw KNOW and accept as yoﬁrs. God knows
Hig Children ‘;d.th perfect corteinty. He ereated them BY kmowing them. Hs
- recognized tﬁem perfectly, WFhen they do not recognize each other; they do not
recognize ﬁim,

-
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The abilities man now possesses arc only shadows of his real sirengths,

&11 of his _functio;m are equivocal and open to question or doudbl. This is be-
causs he is not cortain how he will USE them, He is therefore incapable of
knowledge, being wncertain, Hs 5:3 also incapable of knowledge because he can
pai'ceive lc;veless_ly. He cannot create surely because his perception decelvss.
Perception.did ng:t extst until the separation had introduced degrees, aspects
and intcrvais._ The Soul has no jevels, and ALL conflict arises from the concept
of levels, Only the levels of ‘t:he Trinity are capable of Unity., The levels
which man created.by the sep._ara:'c.ion cannot BUT conflict. Tnis is because thoy
&re essentially meaningless to each other.

Freud realized this perfectly, and that is why he concelved the different
levels 3n his view of the psyche as forever irreconcilable, They were conflilict-
prone by dafinitlon bocausa they wanted éilferent things ar.d cbeyed different
principles, In OUR plcture of the psyche, there is an uncenscious level which
properly consists OVLY of the miracle ability, and which chould bs under NY ‘
dirscticn. Thore is also & conscious level, which perceives or is avare of
. impulses from both the unconscious and the supercomscious. Consciousness is
thus the level cf perception, tut MT of knowledge, Again, to pareeive s FOT
$o Ko, _ h

Consciousnass was the first split that man introducad imto himself,

He beceme a PERCEIVER, rather than a creator in the true sonee, Consciouspass
4g correctly idgntified as the ds=zain of the ego, Tas ege i3 a ran-mads attempt
Yo percelve ninself as ho WISHED to be, rather than as he IS. This 5..s an example
of the ereated-creator confusion we have spoken of bofors. TYet man can only
EXOY hinselfl as hs IS because that ig 21l hs can be SUAE of, Everything elss

IS5 open to question.

The ego is the questdoning compariment in thé pogb-separation psychs
whieh man creatsd for himself. T4 1s capable of asking valid ¢uostions but KOT
of percciving valid answers, becauss thesc ars cegnitive and camnot BE perceived,
The endless speculabtion ebout tho meaning cf mind hes led to comsiderable com-
fusion bacausa the nmind IS confused: Oniy One-Mindsdness is withoud confuslon.

B snmamatad aw Al dad sdnd MT he asnfuaad: 4% 45 uncertein by dsfinition
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It HAS to be .in eonfiict because it is ou of accord with itself,

Intrapersonal conﬂiet arices from’the same basig as interpersocnal
coni'}.ict. Orne part of the psyche perceives another part as oh 2 different
level, and does not unaer.:ta.nd $3. This gakes the paris strangars to each
othsr, without recognition. This is the essencs of the fear-prons condition,
$n which attack 4s ATLWAYR possible. MHan has every reason to feel afraid, as
he perceivc,s himself, Tﬁ"is is why he cani'sot escaps from fsar until he REOWS
thad he did not and could not create h.’mse...f. He can HEVER make his mis-
percepiions valid., Hiz creation is beyord nis own error, and that is vy ha
MUST eventually choose to heal the separation,

Right-mindednsss is rot. £o be confuced with the EROWING mind bc.causo
3t 3s applicable only to right pereeptlon, You eaz bz right-minded or vrong-
mi.nded; and even this is subject to degrees, a fact which clearlf demonstrates
2 lsok of assoclation with knowledge. The tera ni»ight-nindedness® is properly
gsad as ths CONRECTION for Pwronz-nindsdness,” and anp.‘,*e.; to tho gtate ¢f mind
which indvces accurats parcepticn, I is straculous beeausg’ it HEALS mis-
perception, and this is indced 2 miracle in view of how mzn perceives himself.
) Percoption ALVAYS involvos some misuse of w131 ‘bac-ause it involves the
mind in zross of uncertainty. Tho nind is vory active bocause it hos wiSl-pouaits
Vhen 5 willed ths scparation, it willed to percsive, Until them, it willed
| OULY to kuow, Aftorvards 1t willed emblgeovsly, and the orly way OUT of
ambiguity IS clear po rcptio*a.'rne rird raturns to its proper :ction only when
it WILLS TO EXOW. This places 4t 4in ths Sovl's servico, whers percepilon is
s2anin gleus. Tha smsrcbﬁfcious is th-= lovcl of the ;--ind which wills this,

The mind choso to divide itself when J.t willed to create boih its ovm
levels AYD the ability to perceive, but it could not entirely separaie itesll
from the Souwd because it is FROY the Soul that 1% dorives its whole power to
. creats, Even in miecreation will is affirning its source;or it would merely
gosss to ba, Tols it impossitle because it is part of ihe Soul, which God
ereated and which iz therefore efernal.

§he ability to perceiva made She Lody pessidle Locause you met porcelve

ey B e it cmmrmaambd mm FmesTvan an evARANTa OT
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translation, which Imuw?;_edg:é dozs not need. The interpretive function oi‘_
parception, actually a dist;rbed form of: ereation, then permitted man to in-
{erpret the body as HIH_SELF;, which, thg};gh depi*essi.ng, was an attempt to escapn
from the conflict he had i?‘ﬁduced;' The fuperconscious, which KNOWS, could not L
reconciled with this loss of power because it is incapable of darkmess. Tnis
is why it became almost imaccessidle fo the mind and entirely inaccessidle ic

-
-

the body. o -

Thereafter, the supe_rconscious.was perceived as a threat, bscauss
iight does abolish darkmese wsrely by establishing the fact that 1t is not
%here. The truth will ALWAYS overcome error in this semse, This is mot e
ACTIVE process of dastruction at; 211, ¥e have already emphasized that xnov-
Jedze does no‘b-m ANYTHTHG. It ean be PERCEIVED as an sttacker, but it CANRRT
attack, %hat man parce’ivés as its attack is merely his own vague recognitlizn
ef the fach that it can always be REMEMBERED, never having been destroyed.

Cod and the Sonls Ee ereatod remain in sureily, and thersfore RUCW 1nz”
no niscreation exlsts, Truth cannot deal with unwilling error, bscause it dpes
nobt will to be blocked cut. I was & man who remembefed the Soul and its ko
ledze, ond as e pan, I did not atiempt to COUUTERACT error with knowledgs so
mach a5 to CORRECT error from the bobtea up. I demonstratsd both tho porer-
lsssnsss of the body AID ths power of ths mind, Fy undting my will with thst
of uy Creator, I naturally rexerbered the Soul and its owm real purpose.

I cannot unite your will with Cod's FOR you, but I CAN erase 211 mlo-
pereepiions from your mind if you 'érill oring it under my gauldance, OULY your
sisperceptions siend in your 0n WAy, VAthout then vour cholece is ceriain,
Sans perception NITTUCES sane choosiﬁg. The 'Aton‘ernent-was an act based en tru:
perception. I cannot choosa for you, but I CAN help you mzke your cim rizad
choice. Tiany are called bub fev are chosen® shomld read; MALL are called but
- few choosa to 1isten, Therefore, they do not choose RIGHT,®

The “chosen ores" are nerely those vho ehcose right SOOHER. This iz
the real meazning of the celestial spezd-up, "Sirong wills can de this I,

and you WILTL £ind rest for your Souls. God kmows you only in peacs, ans this

— - -
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The Losz of Certainty :

We said before that .,be abil_«.t"es which mian possosses ere only shadows
of hie real strengths, and thai tho intrusion of thc ability to perceive, which
is inherently Judgmental, was in’orpduced only AFIER the separation. No-one has
been sure of anything since., Yeu will elso remember; however, that I made it
elear that the 'Resurrection wag the meang for th; RETURN to knowledge, ma-ich was
zcconplished by 4he union of m&-will with the Father's. Wo can now make & dis-
tinction which will greatly facilitate clarity 41 our subsequent statements.

Since the scparation, the words Mereate" and "make" have been greatly con-
ﬁsedo When you make sométhing,. you meke it out-ef a senss of lack or need. Any-
thing that is made is made for & specific purpose, and has no true generalizability.
When you moke something to fill 2 perceived lack, which is obvicusly vhy you would
want to meke anything, you are taC.Lt 1y implying that you balieve in secparation,
Enowing, as we have frequently observed, does nct lsad to doing at all.

The confuglon between your oun creation and what YOU create is so profound
ghat 4% kas become literally imposzible for you to know anything. Knowledge is
always stablex, and it i3 quite evident that humen beings are not. Nevertheless,
they ARE perfoctly stable as God created them, In this senso, when thoir behavior
is wastable thoy are DISAGREETNG with God's Idea of the Creztion., 3an can do this
if he choosos, but he would hardly WANT %o do 1% if he were in his right mind, The
protlan that bothers you most is the fundamental éuesticn which man continually asks
of himself, bui which cannot properly be directed to himself =t 211, Ho keeps
asking himself what he IS, This implies that the answer is not only one which he
Imows, but is also one which is up %o him to supply.

Man CIHROT perceive himself correctly. Ho ha has no image, Tho word Mimoge"
“3 always porccpiion-related, and KOT a produst of lessming. Images are symbolic,
and stand for someiring a}.sa.v The current emphasis on "ehanging your image™ merely
rezogiizes the power oﬁ perception, but it 210 implies that there iz pothing o

0¥, Enowing iz NOT open to interpretation. It is possible to "intorprst® mcarings
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but ¢this 15 alwgys open to orror bécpuss it roféra +0 the PERCEPIION of meaning.
Such wholly needless complexities “%‘re the result of mants attempt to regard him-
‘gelf &5 both separated end unsepareted at the pame time. It is impossible to
undertake & confusion aé fundamental as this without énéaging in further ccnfusion.
_ - .

Hethodologically man's mind has been véby creative, but, as always ccours
when method and content are separated, it }.xas not been utilized for anything bub ena
attemt to eséape & fundamental a&d entirely imescapable impassg. This kind of
thinking camotl result in a creative outcome, . though it has resulted in conw
tdderable ingenuity. It ié note&ror‘:‘hy, however! that this ingenuity has simost
totally divorced him from knowledge. Knowledge doog not REQUIRE ingenuity. Whan
ws say fthe truth shall set you fres," we mean that all this kind of thinking is a
waghe of time, but that you AR free of the need to engeze’ in it if you sre willing
to et it go.

Pregyor is a w2y of asking for something., Prayer is ths mediun of riraclos,
tut the enly meaningfl j_:rrr-.yer is for forglveness, because thoss who have bean for-
given HAVE everything., Onco forgivencas has bsen eccepled, prayer in the usual
sense boeomos witerly meaningless. Essentlaelly, a prayer for forglveness is nothing
écré then 2 reqve_st that we ﬁa;r be abls to RECORIIZE somzihing we already have.

In electing o perceive insteoad of to mow, man placed himself in a pGSit'loh vhors
he eould resembla his Father ONLY by miraculously perceiving. Ho has lost the
xnowledge that he }EZ-ES."?_-‘[.-F'is e riracle, Miraculouz ergation was his Source,and
gise kis regl Punciien.

Hgod created.ma.n in his Own imegs and llkeness™ is correct in meaning, butd
the words are opz: to considerable mirinterpretation. This is avoided, however, if
®izage” iz mndersiocd to moan "thought” end "likeness™ ig faken ap "of a like
gaality." God DID ecresabs {tho Soul in His Own Thought, and of & quality iiko to Hls
hme  There IS nothing else. Perception, on-the othor hand, is impossibdle WITEOUT
8 belied iu "moreY end ®loso.' Peorcepition at evory level involves salectivity,

ewmn 32 SvmanalT e AP aresndesddan wd fhart 25 Th 81N tvnse AP neroentlon fhore iz 2
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¢ontinual process of accepting and }ejccting_. or organizing and reorganizing,
of shifiing and changing focus. Evéluation is ?;-1 essentiel part of perceptlon
_' because Judgnents MUST be made for selection,

What happens to perceptlons 1f there ARE no judgments end there ls nothing
but perfect equality? Perc'eption becomas inq)ossibla.‘.- Truth can only be KHOWI. '
A1 of it is equally .true,and knowing any part of it IS to Ymow &ll of it. Only
percepiion involves partial a'xrare:; ss. Knowledge transcends AL the lews yhich
.. govern perception beczuse partial knowledge is impos:'ible. It ig a1l One and HAS
no separate parts., You who are redlly one with it ne?d but know YOURSELF,; and your
knowledge is complets. To know God's Miracle is to know Him.

Forgiveness is ths healing of the percepilon of scparation, Correct per-
cepiion OF EACH OTHER is necessary, because minds have willed to see themselves
&s separate., Easch Soul knows God completely. That IS the miraculous power of ths
Soul, The fact that each Cne has this pover complotely is e fe.é'b that is en"::lr':-.fl;f
glien to human thiniidrg, in which 3f enyone has everythdng, there is nothing LEFE,

Godls fiiracles aro a2s totgl as His Thouchts becauss they ARE His Thoughis.

| A=z long as percepiion lasts prayor has a place, Sinco pareeption resin on
dazk, thpse who perceive have not totally accepied tho Atonczmnt e.n:i givia theme
goives ovor to truth. Percepiion IS a separatcd_ state; and a porcolver DOZ3 accd
‘hesling, Commumicn, not prayer, is the matursl. state of those who know. God and
His ¥iracles ARE inccparsble. How beantiful incosd ave tho Tocughbe of God Who
idve in His Light! Your worth is beyend perception bocaunse it is beyond doubi.
De nob percelve yovrself in different lights. KNOW yourself in the Ono Light whers

the mirecle that is you ds perfectly 'c_lear.

-O-
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Judamant and tha Avihowity Frphl o7

3

We bhave already discussed the Tast Judgment in soms though ipe

sufficient detall, After the Laé‘t Judgmsnt thers will be no more. This
is symbolic only in the sense that everyone is much better off WITHOUT
judgment. When the Bidle says "‘{Tudﬂ‘e not that ye b; not Judged” it merely
means that if you Judge the rem Vv of others at al.., you will be unabls to
aveld judging yvour own. The choice to Jndge rather than to know was the
cause of the loss of pease. Judgment is the procass .on which perception,
but KOT cognition, rests. We hive discussed this before in terms of th
selectivity of psreeption, peinting ous that evaluation is its obvious
prarequisits, |

Judgment ATWAYS involves reiection, IY 1s.NOT an ability which '
emphasizes only ths positives aspects of what is Judged, whether it be in «r
out of the self. Hewever, what has Lesn perceived ard rejected, ~ or juizal
ard found w n‘&.i.;a ;5 = remainz iIn the wivonscious bagauss it HAS been percsiy
One of the illusions from which man suifers is the balief that what he juris.

Ty r -

aguirst hes no effact. Tois cannob T2 true unlass he slso beldsves that i

he Jjudssed azgaimst does not exist, He evidently dozs HOT believe this, or o

g.
-

would not have Judgsd against it. T3 does not matter, in ths end; whethor o~
Judgs right or wrong. Either way, you are placing your belisf in the unreal.
This carnot bs avoided in any typz of judgasnt, becanse it implies the bali:.
that reaiity is yours to choose FROH, '

You have no idsa of the tremendous releass and dsep peacs that cooct
from meeting yourselves and your brothers totally without judgment. When
you recognize what you and your brothers ARE, you will realize that judging
then in ANY way is without mozning, In faet, their meaning is leost to you
precisely BZCAUSE you are jadging them. A1l uncertainiy cemnes frem &
totaliy fallaslous belisf that you are under the coercion of judgment., You
do not need judgment to orgenize your life, and you cartainly do mot need
it to crganize youwrselves., In the presence of knowledgs ALL Judgment 1s
autcmatically snzrmendsd, and this is the rrocess vhich enables recoznition

to REPLACE perception.
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Man is very foarful of evgaz'y‘c,hing he has percelved bub has rafused
to accept.: He belisves that, be',;_s.use he kas refused to'accept it, he has
lost contrel over it. This is tthy he sees it in nightmares, or in pleasant
disguises in what seem 10 be his happier dreams. Nothing that you have re-
fused to accept can be brought into awareness. It does NOT follow that it is
dangevous, bub 1t DOEZS follow that you have MADE it damgsrous.

ien yeu feel tired, 1t is merely because you have Judged yourself as
capable of bsing tired. When ysu laugh at scmeone, it:is because you havs
Jjudged him as dsbasged, When ycﬁ Jlaugh at yourself you-‘are singularly likely
to laugh at others, if only becauss you cennot tolerats the idea of telng more
debased that they are. A1)l of this coes make you fesl dired because it is
egsentially élshaartening., You ars net REALLY cspable of being tired, but
Fou ors VERY capable of wearying yourselves, The strain of comstant Judgmens,
L8 virtually intolera 1.2 Tt i5 a coiens thing traf ary ability which is so
Gehllitating should e so deepiy cherished.

Tty AL you wizh to Yz vhe authop of raality, whish is totally

Impossibies anyway, you WIID iusist on holding on o Julgmens., Tou will also

used against YOU, To whatever exient it I3 uzed sgainst you, it is dus only
o your bellel in itz efficacy x5 a weapon of defense for your own aathority.
The lssue of cutherity is reaily s qusstion of authorship, VWhen an individeal
has an "authority problem," it is ATZAYS bscauss he balieves he is the anther
ef himself, projects his delusicn cnto others, and then perceives the situa-

LYy

tion a3 ene In which people are literally fighting him for his zuthorship.

This is the fundamental error of all thoss who believe thsy have usurpad the
power of Ced.

The bzlief is very frighicning to THEM, »ut hardly troublss Cod. Hs
i=; howsver, esger to wndo ii, K0T to punish His children, but 0NLY becauss
He knows that 17 makes them unhappy, Souls were GIVEN $heir trus Authorship,
Lut mer preferred Lo be anonymcus when ihay chose to separate themselves frow

fhair Author., Tho word "amithorliy" has been one of their most fezrful
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gymbols ever sinece. Aubthority has baen used for great cruelty betause,
being uncer hain of their trus Authors hip, mzn believe that their crsation
was snomymous. This has 1e£t thenm in a position where it SOUNDEmeaningful
%o consider the possibility that they must havs created themselves.

‘The dispute over authorship haa left such. uncertainuy in the minds
of men fhat.scme have even doubted whether they really exist at ail. Despite
the apparent contradl cuio in this posi%ion, 1t is 4in ons senss more tenzbdle
than the viey that th ey ereated bhams ‘1ves. Ab least it aCknewledges the
fact that SOHE true authorship is nscessary for existence.-

Only thcss who give over all desire io rejeﬂt can KHOW tha+ thelr
oWT rsject on is dmpozsibla, You have MNOT uweursed the pcuer of God, but yom
BAVE lost i%. TFortunately, when you lose semething, it does not mean that
the "semothing® has gonz, It merely means that youn do not know where 1t is,
Ixistence does not depend cn your obility to iden 1y 1%, nor even to place
1t. It is perfectly possible to lock on realizy withount Judgment, and merely
ELCd that it iz there,

Feace 1s a matural heritage of the Soul. Eververns is free So refuss
%o ACCEPT hisg inheritanec, bud he ic IOT fres to establish what his in-
heritance I8, The problaa which everyone must decide is the fendanmental
questlon of authorship., 41l fear comes *1'_m_t=1;, ané somatimes by way of
very devious routes, from the danial of iutho-uuip. The offense is never to
God, but enly to those who deny Him, To deny His Author sLip is to deny
_themselves the reason for their own peacs, so that they see themselves only
in pieces. This sirance percepiicn IS the authority problen,

There is no man who does not feel that Le is inprizoned in some way.
If this is tre result of his owm free will, he must regard his will as if
it were NOT fres, or tbe obviously circular reasoning involvsd in his position
would e guite apparent. Free will MUST lead to freaden. Judgment ALWAYS
imprisons, bacause it separates segments of reality according %o the highly

-

unstabie ccales of desire. Wishes ars not facts by definition. To wlsh is



- &5 -

to imply thal willing is not sufficient. TYet no-one belisves that what

is wished is as re=l as what is willed, Instead of "seek ve firsi the
Kingdom of Heaven® say,"WILL ye first the ;U_ngdcm of Heaven," and.you have
said, ®I ®now what I am, and I will to accép‘o my own inheritance.”

”O"’ LY

’
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Creeting versus the Self-Inuze

Every systes of thought must have a st“arting point., I% begins
with either 2 maldng or & creating, & diffen;fsnce wnich we have discussed
2lready, Their resemblance lied in their power 23 FOUNDATIONS, Their
difference lies in what rests upen thsm., Both are cormeratones for systems
of beiief by which men iive. It is a mistaks to bslieve that a thought
system which is based on lies is weak, NO'.?I{I.QG wade by a c¢hild of God is
without power, It is escential to realize thls, because ctherwise you will
not understand why you hzve so much trouble With this course, and wﬂlhbe
wnzbdls to escaps Irom the prisons which you bave made for ymﬁss‘lﬁzes. :

You cannot resolve the aubhorlity problem by deprsciating the power ’
of your minds, To do so iz to dsceive yourself, and this will burt you be-
cause you INCGY the strengih of the mind., You also know thab you CANNOT
weaken it, any wmors ihan you can weaksn God. Ths "devil" is a2 frighterdng
consept bacause hz ig thrught of as exiremsly powerful and exiremely actlve.
He is perceived 23 a fecree in compat with Cod, batiling Fim for possession

. . o . N

of th2 S¢uls B2 orsated. Eo deceives by lissg, acd bullds lkingdoms ef his

-

Yot he ATIRACTS

o, in wihich everyihing iz in dirocht oppesitica %o God,
men rather ihan rapels them, and they are seen as willing ic "sell” him
their Souls in return for gifis they RECOGNIZE are ‘of mo real werth.

Thic nakes absoluioly no senss, Thns whole pleturs is ons in which
man 2ct8 in a way he HIMSEIF reslizes is self-dsstructive, but which he |
does not choosse to correct, and thorefore perceives the cause as bayond his
control. We havs discussed the fall, or separation, before, but iis meaning
'mué't te elearly underséood without symbols. The separatien is not symbolic,
lt. is azﬁ order of reality, or a system of thought that is resl ercugh im
tinz, thd!igh_I-ZG'I' in steonity. A1l beliefs are real to the believer,

The frudt of orly ONE tree was "forovidden® %o man in his symbolic
gavder, Bub GOD could not have fordlidden it, or it could not have BEEN
eaten, If God Xmows His children, end I agsurs you that He doss, would Ha

hava pat them in a position where their cwm destruction was pogsidle? The
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"tree® which was fordldden was namsd the "trsa og knowlccége.” Yet God
created knowledge, and gave it freely to Kis créétions. The symbolisnm
here has besn given meny interpretations, bug yﬁh may be sure that AKY +
inxerprﬁtat101 which sees either God OR His crzations as capable of destro;-
ing their owm Purpoue is in error, - R
Waﬁing of the fruit of the tree of knowledge is a2 symbolic exprossion
for insorporating into the self tho ability fox self-creating. This is the
CHLY serse in which Cod and His Sculs ara FOT co-creators, The belisf tha®
thsy ARE is implicit in the "self concept,” a contept now made acteptable S&
1ts WEAKHSES3, and eﬁplaingd by a tendency of the self to creats en IHAGE of
itself. Its fear aspesct is often ascribed to fear of retalistion by a
"father flgure,® a particnlarly cuwrlows idza in view of the feet that no-cra
uses the term o refer to the phyuical father. It pefers 4o an DNAGE of a
father in relau_on to an DMAGE of thz salf,
Images are psrceived, MNOT known. Knowledge cammol decedve, but par-

coption CiX. Man can perceive himszlf as solf-creatin 1%y LUV he ecznmob do
nore than BILIEVE 41. Hs CAh;ui rake It ires.  And, as we sald before, when

you finally perceive corractly, you can only be glad that you cannot, But
antil then, the belief that you CAN is tho central foundatioen stonz in your
thought system, and all your dsfenzes are vsed o attack ideas wt ¢h migh%
bring it to light. You still believe you ars images of your owm ercation,
Your ninds ars split wifh your Souls on this poid nt, and there is KO resolut
while you telieve the ons thing that is literally inconceivable. That is why
‘yau CANNOT create, and are filled with fear sbout what you make,

The mind can make the belief in separeiicn VERY real and VERY fear-
ful, and this belief IS the "de#il.“ It is powerful, aetive, destructive,
and clearly in opposition Yo God because it 1it verally denies His Fatherhood.
Vever vndersstimate the power of this denizl, TLook at your lives, and ses3
what the devil has rmade., But KNOW that this making will surely dissolve in
the light of truth; vecause its FOUNDATION 45 a lie,
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Your creation by God is the ONLY foundation v@ﬁich cannct bs shaken
because the light is IN it, Your starting point is truth, and you must re-
turn to this Bezimming, Maich has been pereeived sinde them, bub not‘ning else
has happened., That is wh&r your Souls ars still In peace, even though your
minds are ir conflict, You have not yet gonme back far enough, and that is
why .you.‘become so fearful. As you approach the Begimning, you feel the fear
of ths dest-mcﬁién of yoﬁr t‘n’onéht system upon yeu, as if it HE:!'E %he fear
of death. There IS no dzath, but there IS a baliei‘fin dsath,

The Bibvle says that the branch that bears no fruit will be cud off
and will wither away. Be glad! The 1ight WILL shins from the trus Founda-'

o re
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tien of Life, and your own thousht system_*:iim stand correctéd. It CARIOT
gtand otherwise. You who fear sulvation are WILLIUG death, Life and death,
light and darkmess, knowledge and porespiion ars irrsconciladble, To believe
that they can be reconeiled is to believe that God and man can NOT. Ornly thes
Oi*.-enes,s of knowledge is conflictlzas, TYour kingdom is not of this werid be-
cavse 1t was given you from BEZND ¢hdis world. Only T3 4his world is the
ides of an auﬁhobi*&y problen meaninzful., The world is not left by deatn but
by truth, and trudh CAN be known by 21l thoze for whom the Xingdem was

created, snd for whom it waits.
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