Chapter 23

. Do you not see the opposite of frailty and weakness is-ainlesaness?
Innocence 1s strength, and nothing else is strong. The'sinleas cannotlfear’
for sin of any kind 1s weakness. The show of strength attack would use 4o
cover frailty conceals it not, for how can the unreal be hidden? No-one 1p
strong who has an enemy, and no-one can attack unless he thinks he has, Be-
lief in enemies is therofore the belief in weakness, and what is weak.i3 NOT
the Wil] of God. Being opposed to It, it is Its "enemy.," And God is feared
as an OPPOSING'will. | |

How strange indeed becomea this war against yourself' You will be-
lieve that everything you use for sin can hurt you, and become your snemy.
And you will fizht against it, ard try to weaken it tecause of thisy and
you will think that yom succesded, and attack again. It is as certain you
will fear what you attack as 1t is sure that you will love what you parzelve
as sinlesa. Hz walks in peace who trévela sinlessly along the way love shows
him, Fof love walks with him there, protocting him from fear. Ard he will |

ee only thao sinleazs; who caa no% atback.

Wallt you in glory, with your kead held high, and fear no evil. fThe
innocent are safe because they share their innocence. Nothing they see is
harmful, for their awareness of the truth releases everything from the
iMlusion of harmfulness., And what sesmed harmful now stands shining in
their innocence, releassd from sin and fear, and happily returned to leve.
They share the strength of love BECAUSE they looked on inocence. And
eirery error disappeared because they saw it not. Who looks foﬁ glory finrds

4

1t where it IS, Where could it be but in the innocent?

Let not the little interfarers pull you to littlensss, There CAN
be no atiraction ef guilt in innccence. Tnink what a happy wggld you
walk, with truth-beside youl Do not glve up this world of freedom for 8
1ittle eigh of sceming sin, nor for a tiny stirring of gullt's attraction.

Woald you, for all these meaningless distrections, lay Heaveniéside?, Tour
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, w---, G@8tiny and purpose are far beyond them, in the clean place where little.

ness does not exist, 'Iour pnrpoae is at variance with 1it'b1enesa of any
kind. And so it is at variance with sin.

Let us not 1et littleness lead Cod's Son into temptation. His
glory is BEYOND it, measureless and timeless as eternity. Do not let t.ime
intrude upon your aight of him._ Leave him not frightened and alone in his
temptation, but help him rise above it and perc;eive t_he light of which he
1z a part. Your innocence will light the way to hls, and so is yourspro-
tected, and KEPT in your awareness. For who can know iﬂ.s glory, and per-
ceiva the little and the weak about him? Who can walk trembling in a
fearful world, and rea]ize that Heaven's glory shines on him?

Nothing arcund yma but is part of you. Look on it lovingly, and ‘
Seo the light of Heaven in it. So will you come to understa.n& all tha;.t is |
given you, In kind forgiveness will the world sparkle and ‘shine , and
eve.rything you once thought sinful now will be re-interpratad as 'par‘b of
Heaven, How beautiful it is to walk, clean and redeemed and hapvy, through
e world in bitter need of the .redemption‘that yeur innocence bestows upon
it} What can you value more than this? For here is your salvation and

your freedom. And it must be complste if YOU would recognize it.

T

-Ou

[
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The Irreconcilable Beliefs

< "The memory of God comee to the quiat mind, It cannot come where
there is conflict, for a mird at war against itself remembers not eternal
gentleness, The means of war are not the means -of peace, and what the war-
1like would remember is not love, War is Mpos'sible unless belief in victor
is cherished. Conflict within you must imply that you believe the ego has
the power to EE victorious. Wy else would you identify with 142 Surely
you realise the ego is at war with God, Certain it is i% bas no enemy,
Yet just as certain i3 its fixed belief it HAS an enemy that it must over-
t:cameT and WILL succeed. | :

Do j'ou not réalize a war against yburaelf would BE a war on God?

Is victory conceivable? And if it weré, is this a victory that you would

WANT? The death of God, if 1%t were possible, would be YOUR 'death. Is _
_this a VICTORY? The ego ALWAYS marches to dnfeat, because it thinks that

triumph cver you is possible, And Ged thir‘f" otherwise, - This is no wars

"~ oply the mad belief the Will of Cod can be attacked and overthrown.. You

may IDENTIFY with this belief, but nsver will it be more than madress, And
fear will reign in madress, and will seem to have replaced love there,
This is the conflict's PURFOSE., And to thoze who think that it 1s possible
the means seem real. ,
Be certain thet it is impessible Cod and the ago, oif'-yourselff and
it, will EVER meet. Tou SEEM to mest, and make your strange alliances on
é‘rounds that have no meaning., For your beliefs converge upon the bedy,
the ego's chosen home, which you bslisve iS JOURS., You meet at a mistaks;
egn error in yowr self-appraisal. The egzo Joins with an illusion of your-
;eli‘ you SHARE with i, And yot illusions canrot join, They are the same,
and they are nothing., Their jolning lies in nothingness; two are as mean~
1!131353 as one, or as a thousand, The ego Joins with nothing, BZING

-nothing, The victory it seeks is meaningiess as is itself,
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. Brothers, the war against yourself is almos} over. The
Journey's end is at the place of peace. Would you not now accept the
peace offered you here? This "enemy" you fought as an intruder on your

~peace is here transformed, before your sight, into the giver of your peace,

Your “enamy" was God Himself, to Whom all conflict, trimnph and attack of
any kind are all unknewn. He loves you perfectly, completely and eternally,
The Son of God at war with his Creator is a condit_iqn as ridiculous as
nature roaring at the wind in anger, and proclaiming that it is part of it-
self no more, '
| Could nature possibly establish this, and make it true? Nor IS

it up to you to say what shall be part of you, and what is kept apart. * The
war against yourself was undertaken to teach the Son of God that he is not .
himself, and not his Father's Son., For this, the memory of his Father MUST
be forgotten, It IS forgotien in the body's life, and if you think you are
a body, you will belleve you HAVE forgotten it. Yet truth can never be for-
gotten by ITSELF, &nd you have NOT forgotten what you are, Only a strange |
ilinsion of yourself, a wich to triumph over what you are, ramembers not,

The war against yourself is but the battle of two illusions,
struggling to make them different frem each other, in the belié;‘ the one
which conquers will be trus. Thera IS no conflict between the;n and the
TRUTH. Nor ARE they different from each other, Both are no"c true. And
80 it matters not what form they take. What made them is insane, and they
remain part of what made them, Madness holds ocut o menace to reality, and
has no influence upon it, Illusions CANNOT triumph over truth, xor can they
threaten it in any way. And the reality which they deny 'i$ not a part of
them, | |

What YOU rememter IS a part of you., For you HUST be a; Cod
created you, Truth does not fight against illuziens, nor do 1lusgions
fight against the truth, Tllusions battle only with themselves o Being
fragmented, they fragment, But truth 1s indivisible, and far beyond their
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. dittle reach. Tou will remember what you know when you have learnsq you
-cannct BE in conflict, One illusion about. yourself can battle with ap.
other, yet the war of two illusions 5.5 & state where NOTHING happens,
There 13 no victor and there is no v-lctory. And truth stands radj.ant
apart from conflict, untouched and quiet. in the peace of God.

Ccm.flict mist be between TWO forces, It cannot exist batween
one power and nothingness. There is nothing you could attack that i3 not
part of you, And BY attacking it, you make two illuszons of yourself in
conflict with each other. And this occurs whenever you look on amhing
that God created t_lith anything but love, Conflict is fearful, for it is
the BIRTH of fear. Yet what is born of nothing cannot win reality through
battle, Wny would you £ill your world with conflicts with yourself? Let
all this madness be undone for you, ard turn in peace to the rememberance
of God, still shin_nﬂ in your gquiet mind, . )

See how the conflict of illvsiens digappears when it is brought
to truth! Tor it seems real only as long as it 12 ssen as war between cone
flicting TRUTHS, ths contueror to be the truer, the more re2l s ard vanquish
of the illusion that was less real, made &n illusion by defeat. Tmus, con-
flict is the choice BETWEEN illusions, one to be crowned as real, the other

vanquished and despised, Here will the Fathsr NSVER be remembéred. Y=t no
" fllusion can invade His home, and drive Fim ocut of what He loves forever,
And what He loves must be foraver quist ahd 2t peace BECAUSE it is His home
And you who é\ra belofed of Him are no illusions, being as true and holy as
Himself, N

The stillness of your csrtainty:oi‘ Hin and of yourself is heme
to both of you, who dwell as one and not apart, Open the dcor of His most
holy heme, and let forgiveness sweep awvayrall trace of the belisf in sin
that ke2ps Cod homeless and His Son with Him. You are not strangars in
the house of God. Welcome your brother fo the home where God has set him
in serenity and peace, and dwells with him. Tllusions have no place whers
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in peace as limitless as its Creator, and everything is given these whe
would remember Him, Over His home the Holy Spirit watches, sure t.ha.t its
peace can pever be disturbed.

How can the resting-place of Cod turn on itself, and seek to over-
como the One Who dwells there? And th:lnk what happens whan the house of God
perce:l.vas itself divided, The altar disappears, the light grows dim, the
temgle of the Holy One becomss a house of sin., And nothing is remembered
except illusions. Nlusions can conflict because their forms are different.
And they do battle only to establish which form is true, ‘

' T1usion mests illusion; truth, itself, The meeting of :lllusions

leads to war., Peace, looking on itself, extends itself. War is the con-
_dition in which fear is born, and grows, and secks to dominate. Peace is

the state where love ablides, and seeks to share itself. Conflict and
Yeace are opposites, Where one abides the other camot be; where either
gees the other disappears, S0 is the memory of God obscured in minds that
hava becoma illusions's battleground. Yet far beyond this senseless war 1t

shines, ready to be remembered when you side with peaca.

-0 -

'
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The Laws of Chszos

The "laws" of chacs can be brought to light, though nevep urder.

' Btood. Chaotic laws are hardly meaningful, and therefere out of reasen's

sphere, Yet they appear to constitute an obstacle to reason and to trmth,
Let us, then, ook upon them calmly, that we may look beyond ﬁhen:,'under; _
standing what they are, rot what they wonid maintain, It is é_ssential 1t
be understood what they are for, becaunse it is their purpose to make meap.
ingless, and to attack the truth. Here are the laws that rule the world
you made., And yet they govern nothing, and need not be broken; merely
locked upon and gone beyond,

The first chaotic law is that the trnth is different for every-
one. Like all these w ,s >this ons maintaing that each is separate,
and bas a different set of thoughts which set him off from others. This
principle evolves from the belisf there is a hierarchy of illusi_ons 3 some
are more valuable, and therefore trus. Esch one establishes this for him-
self, and MAKES it true by his attack on what another valuss, And this is
Justified bzcause the values differ, and those who hold them seem to be un—
1like, and therefore enemiss,

Think how this eesms to interfere with the first principle of
miracles. For this establishes degrees of truth among i]lusioqs » making
it appear that scme of them are harder to overcoms than others, If it
wore realized that they are all the same and equally unirue, it would be
easy, then, to understand that miracles apply to ALL of them. Errors of
any kind can be corrected BECAUSE they are untrue. When Prought to truth

" instead of to EACH OTHER, they merely disappear. No part,of nothing can

be more resistant to the truth than can another.

The sscond law of chaos, dear indeed te every worshicper of sin,
is that each one must sin, and therefore deserves attack and death., This
principle, closely related to the first, is the demand that errors call
for punishment, and not correction. For the destructios of the one who

makes the error places him beyond correctlon, and beyond: forgiveness., Whatl
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-« @ has done is thus interpreted as an irrevocable sentence upon hinselr,

which God Himszelf is pdwerlesa 'to cvercome. Sin cannot be rexﬁitt'ed being
the bellef the Son of God can make ‘mistakes for which his own destmctj_on
becomes inevitable,
Think what th:!.s eeems to do to the relationship between the
Father and the Son., Now it appears that they can never be one again, For
OME must always be condemned, and by the OTHER.  Now are they different,
and ENEMIES. And their relationship is one of opposition, just as the
separate aspects of the Son meet only to confliet, but not to join, One
becomes weak, the other strong by his defeat., And fear of God and of each
bﬁher now appears as sensible, rna:de- real by what the Son of God has done
both to himself and his Creator. The arrogance on which the laws of chaos
atand could not be more apparent than emerges here. B
Here is a principle which would define what the Creator of

reality must be; whait He rmst think and what He must believe, and how He
must respond, velieving it. I% is not seen as even nacessary that He be.
asked about the truth of what has been established for His belief, His Sn
can tell Him this, and He has but the chcice whather to take his word for it
or be mistaken. This leads directly to the third preposterous belief that
szems to make chacs etermal, For if Ged camnot BE mistaken, then He MUST
accept hig Son's belief in what he is, and bate him for it.

) See how the fear of Cod iz reinforged by this +third principle.
Now it beccmes impossible to turm to Him for help in misery, For now He
has becong:e the "enemy" Who CAUSED it, and to Whom appeal is useless. Nor
can salvation lie within the Son, whose eve'r; aspect seems to be at war
with Him, and justified in its attack. And now is conflict made irevitadle,
and beyo?:d the help of CGod. And now salvatidn must remain impessible, de-
cause the Saviour has beccne the enemy. _

: There c¢an be no releass and no escape. Atonement thus becomes

a myth, and vengeance, not forgiveness, is the Will of Cod. From where ali
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i W48 Degina, ~there is_ﬁé sight of help that can succeed. Only destruction

can BE the outcome., And God Himself seems to be siding with it, to over-
come His Son, Think not the ego w:ill enable you to find escapa from what
_it WANTS. That is the function of this course s which does not value what
the ego charishes. '

The ego valuss only what it TAKES, This leads o the fourth law
of chaos, which, if the others are acceﬁted, must be true. This seeming
law 18 the belief you HAVE what you have taken, By this, another's loss be-
comes your gain, and thus it fails to recognize that you can never take away
save from YOURSELF. Yet all the other laws nmst lead to 'bhis. For enemies
do not give willingly to one another, nor would they seek to share the thing
‘t-_hey value, And what your ensmies would kezp from you must be worth having,
" just because they keep it hidden from your sight.

l A1) of the mechanisms of madness are seen emerging here: The
"enemy," mads strong by keeping hiddsn the valuable inheritance which should
be yours; your jusfifie_d position, and attack for what has been withheld;
and the inevitable loss the enemy must suffer, to save yourself., Thus do
the guilty onss protast their minnocsnce," Were they not i‘orcéd inte this
foul attack by the unserupulous behavior of the enemy, they would respond
with only kindness, But in a savage world the kind camnot survive, so they
mast taks or elze be taken from.

» And now thers is a’vague unanswered questiion, not yet "explained,’
What is this preéious thing, this priceless pearl, this hidden secret
treasure; to be wrested in riYhtsous wrath from this most treacherous and
cunaing %nsmy? It must be wgat you want vut rever found. And now you
understans" the reason way you found 1t rot, For it was taken from yun by
this ensmy, and hidden wherefydn would not think to look. He hid it in his
body, rmaking i% ';;.he cover for his guilt, the hiding place for what belongs
%o you, Now must his vody be destroyed and sacrificed, that you may HAVZ
that wi‘;‘ich balonzs to you. . His treachery demands his death, that YOU may
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=---1ive. And you attack_ cnly in self defense.

" But what is it you want that NEEDS his death? Can you be sure
your murderous attack is justified urless you know what it i FOR? And here
a final principle of chaos canes to the rescue, It holds there is a SUB-
STITUTE for love. This is the "magle™ that will cure all of your pains the
missing factor in your madness that makes it "sane." This is the re;son why
you muast attack. Here 1s what makes your vange'ance ;histiﬁed. Behold, un~
veiled, the ego's secret gift, torn from your trother! 8 body, hidden there
in malice and in hatred for the ons to whom the gift belongs, He would de-
pri#e' you of the secret ingradient which would glve meanlng to your lifs.
The substitute for love, born of your emmity to one another, must be salva-

‘tion, It has no substitute, and there is only one., And all your relation~
' ghips have but the purpose of ‘geizing 1t, and making it your owm.

' Hever is your possession mads complete. And never will your
brother cease his attack on you for what you stols. Nor will God end His
vengeapce upon both, for in Eis madness Hs must have this substitute for
love, and ki1l ycu both, You who believe you walk in sanity, with feet on
801id ground, and through a world where meaning can bs found, consider this

Thesa ARE +he principles which make the greund beneath your feet seem solid.

- And it IS here you look for meaning, These are the laws you made for your

salvation. They hold in place the substituts for Heaven which you prafer.'
This is their purpose; they were made for this. There is no point in
asking what they.mean. That is apparent. The means of madness must be in-
sane, Are you as certain that you realize the GOAL is madness?

No-one WANTS madness, nor does anyons cling to his madnsss if he
gsees that this is what it IS, What pi-otectq madness is the belief that it
33 TRUE., It is the function of imsanmity to %take the PLACE of truth. It
must be seen as truth to be believed, And if it 13 ths truth, then must it
opposite, which was the truth before, be madness now, Such a raversal,
completely turned around, with madness sanity, iillusions true, attack a
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—‘-?'-i*“kiir’idﬁeas;_ hatred love aﬁd rurder benediction, .is the goal the laws of chaos
gorva. These are the means by which the laws of Ced appear 10 be reversed,
Here do the laws of &in appear to hold love captive, and let sin go free,

These do not. SEEH to be the goals of chaos, for by the great ye-

-versal, they appear to be the laws of ORDER, Kow could it not be 807 Chaos

"is 1at_ﬂeséness., and HAS no laws, To be believed, it"s'seeming laws must be -
percelved a2z real, Their goal of madness nz'ust'be Seen as sanity'. Ard fear;
with ashen lips and sightless eyes, blinded and terrible to Lok upon, is
lifted to the throne of love, its dying conqueror, its substitute, the
saviour from salvation. How lovely do the laws of fear make death appear]
_Give thanks unto the hero on love's throne, who saved the Son of God for
_fear and deathl

And yot, how can it be that laws like thess can be believed?
There is a strange devlce that makes it possible, Nor is it unfamiliar; was
have seen how it appears to function many times before. In truth it does
NOT i‘c-.';zction, yet in dream3, where cnly shadows play the major rolss, it-
geems most powerful., No law of chaos could compzl belief but for the
emphasis on FORM and disregard of CONTENT. No-one who thinks that ope of
them is trus SEES what it says. Some forms it takes ssem to have meaning,
and that is all,

. How can some forms of murder MNOT maa'n'death? Can an attaclk in ANI
forh be love? What FORM of condemnation is a blessing? Who makes his
Saviqur powerleas and FINDS salvation? Let not E.he form of the attack on

‘hin decelve you, Tou CANFOT seek to harm him and be saved, Who can find
sai‘e'hy frem atiack by turning on himself? How can it matter WHAT the form
thls madness takss? It is a jud_.Qnent that defeats itself, condemning what
it e'ays it wants to savs, Be not daceived when".madness takes a form you
think is lovely. What 1s intent on your destmptibn is XOT your friend.

) Tou would maintain, and think it true, that you do not believe

thess senseleas laws, nor ach upom them. And when you lock at whai thsy SAC



- 637 -

't'€§ §annot BE belisved. Brothers, you DO believe them. For how else
could you perceive the form they take, with content such as this? Can ANY
form of this be tenshle? Yot you believe them FOR the form they teke, and
dd not RECOGNIZE the content, It névBt'changes. ' Can you paiﬁfrosy-lipg
upon a skeleton, dress it in’lovelineés, pet it and pampér it, and make it

| LIVE? And can you be content with an ILLUSION that you are living?

There IS no lifs ocutside of Heaven. Where God created life, there
1ife must be. In any state apart fEOm Heaven, life is illusion., At best,
1t seems like life; at worst, like death. Yet both are judgments on what is
not 1ifs, equal in their inaccuracy and lack of meaning. Life not in Heaven
is impossible, and what is not in Heaven ig not énwwhere. Outside of Héawen,
only the confliqt'bf illusions stands; senseless, impossible and beyond all -
reason, and yet perceived as an eternal barrier to Heavaﬁ. T1lusions ARE
but forms, Their content 1s NEVER true.

The laws of chaos govern &ll illusions. Thelr formé coﬁflict,
making it seem quite pessible to value some above the others, TYet each one
rests as surely on the belief the laws of chaos are the laws of order as do
the others, Each one upholds these laws completely, offering a certain wit-
ness that these laws ars true. The seeming gentler forms of the attack are-
no less certain in their witnessing, or their results, Certgin it is
111usions will bring fear because of the bellefs that they'imply, not for _
their form., And lack of faith in love, in ANY form, attesis to chaos as
reality, . | ' -

from the bslisf in oin, the falth in chaos MUST follow. It is 3
because it follows that it seems to be a logical conclusion; a valid step
ordered thpuzht. The steps to chaos DO follow neatly from their starting
point, Each is a different form in the progression of truth’s reversal,
leading s£i11 deeper into terror, and away frem truth, Think not_one step

is smalle}‘than-aﬁother, nor that return from one is easier, Tne whole



“descént frcm Haaven 1ies in each one, And where your thirﬂd.ng Btarts,
the_ra mst it end. )

BrotBars , take not one step in the descent to hell. For having
ta.ken one, you will not recognize the rest for what they are. And they WILL
follow, Attack ;i._n a.xv fornm has placed your foot upon the twisted stairway
that leads from Beaven, Yet any instant it is possible to have all this up~
done, ‘ How can you know whethsr you chose the stairs to Heaven or the way
to hell? Quite easily, How do you i‘eel?- Is peace in your awarencss? Are
you certain which way you go? And are you sure the goal of Heaven CAN be
reached? If not, you walk alone, Ask, then, your Friend to- join with you,
and GIVE you certainty of where you g0,

-o-
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Salvation Without Compromiée‘

B 'Is it not true you do not recognizé' some of the forms attack
‘can take? If it is true attack in any form will hurt yom, and will do
80 just as much as in another form which you. Do recognize, t.hen it mst,
follow that you do not always recognize the source of pain, Attack in
ANY form is equally destructive. TIts purpose does not change. Its sole
intent is murder, and what form of murder serves to cover the massive
gu:llt and frantic fear of punishment the murderer must feel? "He may deny
he is a murderer, and justify his savagery with smiles as he attacks, Yet
he will suffer, and will lock on his intent in nightmeres where the smiles
are gone, and where the purpose rises to meet his horriﬁed-awareness' and
pursue him still.'. For no-one thinks of murder and escapes the guilt the

~ THOUGHT entalls. If the intent is death, what matter the form it takes?

Is death in ény form, however lovely and charitable it may secem
to be, a blessing and a sign the Voice for God speaks through_you to your
brother? The wrapping does not make the gift you give. An empty box,
howevar beautiful and gently given, still conta:ms notrnng, And neither
the rsceiver nor ths giver is leng deceivad, Withhold forgiversss frem
your brother, and you attack him, You give him nething, aﬁd receive of
him but what you gave. _

Salvation is no compromise of any kind, To cmnpr_miSa is to
accept bubt part of what you want) to take a little, and give up the rest.
Salvation gives up nothing, It is cecmplete for everyone, Let the idea of
compromise but enter, and the awareness of salvation's purposs is losi, be-
eauge it is nob recognized., It is denled whare compromise has been accepted
for conpi-cnise is the belie.f salvaticn is impossitle, It would maintain you
can attack a little, love 2 143 ttle, and know the DIFFERENCE, Thus 1% weuld
teach a little of the same can still be different, and yet the same remain
intact, as one, Does this make sense? Can it BE understood?
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TR 7 This course is easy Just because it makes no compromise, Yai
1t seems difficult to those who still believe that compromise is pessible,
They do not see~that, if it is, salvation is ATTACK, Yet it As certatn
the beliaf that salvation is impossible cannot uphold a quiet, caln
assurance it has come, Forgiveness cannot be withheld a 1ittle. Nor is
it possible to attack for this and love for that, and understand forgiVeness
Would you not WANT to recogm.ze assault upon your peace in axv form, 4r only
thus does it become impossible that YOU lose sight of 1t? Tt can be kept
shining before your vision, forever cléar and never out of sight if you
defend it not. _ . _ .
Those who believe that peace can BE defended, and that attack is
Justified on its behalf, cannot perceive it lies within them. How could
they know? Could they accept forgiveness side by side with the belief that
murder takes some forms by which their peace is saved? Would they be willin,
~to-aceept the fact their Savage purpose is directed against themSelves" No-
one unites with enemies, nor iz at one with them in purpose. And no-one
cempromises with an enemy but hates him still, for what he kept from him,
Mistake not truce for peace s nor compromise for the escape from
conflict, To be released from conflict means that it is OVER. The door
is open; you have LEFT the battleground., You have not 1ingereci there in
cowerlng hope, because ths guns are stilled an instant and the fear that
haunts the place of death is not apparent, that it w:.ll not return. There
IS no safety in a battleground, You can look down on it in safety from
&bove, and not be tcuched..‘ But from within it, you cé‘n find NO safaty.
Not one tree left standing still will shelter you.  Not ome illusion of pro~
tection stands against the faith in murder, Here stands the body, torn be-
tween the natural desire to communicate and the unnatural intent to murder
and to die, Think you the FORM that murder takes can offer saf ety." Can
guil‘b be ABSENT J.rom a battlefield? "
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The Fear of Life

s, o 1@ fear of God is fear of LIFE, and not of death. TYet He O

mains. the only place of safety, In Him is no attack, and no illusion in
any form stalks Heavan._ Heavap is wholly true. No difference enters, ang
what 1s all the same cannot conflict. You are not asked to :i‘ight against
your wish to'murdqr. But you ARE asked to realize the form it ta;kas eo'n-'
¢gals the same intent, And it is THIS you fear, and not ‘the form. Vhat is
not love is murder, What is not lbving MUST be an attack. Every 11lusion
1s an assault on truth, and every one does violence to the idea of love be-
cause it seems to be of EQUAL truth.

What can be equal to the truth, yet different? Murder and love
are incompatible, TYet if they Both are true, then mﬁst they be the same,
and indistinguishable from one another. So will they' be to those who see
God's Son a bodys For it is not the body that is like the Son's Creator,
And what 1s 1ifeless cannct BE the Son of Life., How can a body be ex-
tended to hold the universe? Can it create, and BE what it creates? And
can 1% offer its creztions all that it is, and never suffer loss?

God does not share his function with a body. He gave the functic:
to ereate unto Hds Son because it is His Cwn. It is not sinful to believe
the functioﬁ of ths Son is murder, but it IS insanity. What is the same
can FAVE no different function. Creation is the means for godfs extension,
and what is His must be His Sqn‘s as well, Either the Father AND the Son |
are murde:_-sr.s ,'61' neither is, Life makes not death, creating like itself,

The lovely light ‘of your relationship is like the Love of God.

- It cannot ye*; gssume the holy function Cod gave His Son, for your forgive-
ness of one ;ngther is not complete as yet, and 80 it cammot be extended to
all creation, Each form of murder and attack that still attracts you, and
that you do Dok recognize for what &t is, limits the healing and the
miracles you have the power to extend to all, Yet deoes the Holy Spirit
understand };:.mi to increase your little gifts, and make them mighty, Also
He understands how your relationship is raised above the battleground, in
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“*¥1f no'mord. This is your parbs to realize that muder in ANY form is
not your will. The OVERLOOKING of the battleground 13 now your purposa,

Be lifted up, and from a higher place 1ook down upen it. From
there will your perspective be quite d:!.fferent. Here in the midst of it,
it DOES seem real. Here you have CHOSEN to be part of it. BHere murder IS
your cholce. Tet from above, the cholce is mirecles instead of murder,
And the perspective coming from this choica shows you the battle is not
real, and easily escaped, Bod:l.e-s may battle, but the clash of forms is
meaningless, And it is over when you realize it nefar was begqun. How can
a battle be perceived as nothingness when you engage in it? "How can the
truth of miracles be recégnized if murder is your cholce?

¥When the temptation to attack rises to make your mind darkened
and murderous, remember you CAN see the battle from above, Even in forms
you do hot recognize » the signs you know, Thére is a stab of pain, a
twinge of guilt, and above all, a loss of peace., This you know well, When
it oc’cﬁrs' » leave not your place on high, but quickly chocse a miracle INSTFAD
of murder, And God Himself and all the lights of Heaven will gently lean to
you, and hold you up. For you have chosen to remain where He would he.va you,
and NO illusion can attack the peace of Cod together with His Son.

See no-one from the battleground, for there you look ::n him fron
" nowhere. You have no refersncerpoint from whers to look, where meaning can
be given what you see, For only bodies could attack and murder, and if
'_ this is your purpose, then you must be one with them. Only a purpose
unifiss, and those who share a ;;nrpose have a mind as one, The hod;*,r HAS
no purpose, and must be solim. From below, it cannet be surmounted.
From above, the limits it exerts on those In battle still are gone, and not
rerceived. The body stands between the Father and the Heaven He created
for His Son BECAUSE it has no purpose. )

Think what is glven those who share their Father's purpose, and
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" Who know that 1t 13 theirsi They want for nothing. Sorrow of any king 4,
inconceivable. Only the light they love is in awareness, and only lgve
shines upon them forever., It is their past, ‘their present and their fupyn
dlways the same, eternally complete and wholly shared. They know it is iy
- possible their happiness could ever suffer change of any kind, Perhaps vo
think the battleground can offer. something that you can win., Can it be an
thing that offers you a perfect calmness, and a gense of love 8o deep ana
quiet that no touch of doubt can ever mar your certainty? And that will
last forever? _ .

‘Those with the strength of God in their awareness could never
thinlk of battle. What could they gain but ]_ZOSS of their perfection? Fopr
everything fought fb_r on the battleground 1s of the body; sométhing it_'
Seoms to offer or to own. No-one who knows that he has everything could
seek for limitation, nor could he valus the body's offerings. The sense-
lessness of concfuast is quite apparent from the quiet sphere ahove the .
battleground. What can conflict with everything? And what is tzere that
offers less yot could be wanted more? Who with the Love of God upholding
him could find the choice of miracles or murder hard to make? |
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