. 6ok -

: Chapter 22
 SALVATION AMD, THE FOLY RELATIONSHIP

Thka pity on yourselves, so long enslaved, Rejoice whom God hath
Joined have come together, and need no longer look on sin apart. No two
can look on sin together, for they could never see it in the same place and
time, Sinis a strictly individual perception, seen in the other, yet be.
lieved by each to be withIn himself. And each one seems to make a differ.
ent error, and one the other cannot understand, Brothers, it IS the Sama,
made by the same, and fo::.givenx for its maker in the samg way.,

' ﬁye holiness of your relationship forgives you both, undoing the
effects of what you both believed and saw.. And with their going is the NEED
for sin gone with them., Who has need for sin? Oply the lonely and alone,
who ses their brothers different from themselves. Tt is this difference,
8een bub not real, that makes the nsed for sin, not real but seen, seem
Justified, And all this would be real, if sin were so, For an unholy rela-
tionship is based on differences, where each one thinks the other has what he
has not. They come together, each to complete himself ard rob the other,

- They stay until they think'tﬁere‘s nothing left to steal, aﬁd then move on.
And 8o they wander through a world of strangers, unlike thenselvas, living
with thelr bodies perhaps under a common roof that shelters reither; in the
Same room and yet a world apart. |

A holy relationship starts from a different premise. Each one has
looked within and seen no lack. Accépting his completion, he would extend
it by Joining with another, whole as himself. He sees no difference be-
fween these selves, for differences are only of the body. Therefore, he
looks on nothing he would take, 4 denies not his own reality BECAUSE it is
the truth, Just under Heaven does he stand, but close enough not to return
to earth. For this relationship has Heaven's holiness. How far from home
can a relationship so like to Heaven be?

Think what a holy relationship can teach! Here is belief in differ-
ences undone, Here is the faith in differences shifted ta sameness, And

reason now can lead you to the logleal conclusion of your union. It

rd
-
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‘;nust extend, as you extended when you joined. It mst raaeh out beyond
itself, as you reached out beyond the body to LET yourselves be ;]oined.
And now the sameness which you saw extends, and finally removes all sense
of differences s 80 that tha sameness that 1ies beneath them 211 becomes
apparent. Here is the golden circle where you recognize the Son of God,
For what is born into a holy relationship can NEVER end,

-0
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The Message of the Holy Relationship

" Let reason take another stap. Ir yuu attack whom God would heal
and hate the one He loves, then you and your Creator HAVE a different will
Yet if you ARE His Will, what you must then believe is that_you are not‘
YOURSELF. You can.indeep believe this, and you DO. And y&u HAVE faith in
this, and see much evidence on its behalf. And where, you wonder, doss
your strange unszasiness, your gsense of being disconnected;~and Yyour hagnting
fear of lack of meaning in yourself arise? It is as though you wandered in
without a plan of any kind except to wander off, for only:that seams qgrtain.

| Tet we have heard a very similar description earlier, but it was

not of YOU, And yet this strange idea which it DOES accurately describe,
you THINK is you, Reason would tell you that the world youn ese through
eyes wﬁich are not yours MUST make no sense to you. To whom would vision
lguch as this send back its messages? Surely not you, whose sight is whelly
independent of the eyes which look upon the world., If this is not your
vision, what can it show to you? Ths brain cannot interprot what YOUR
vision sees, This you would u.dnrstund The brain interprets to the body,
of which it is & part, But what it says YOU camnot understand., Yet you
have listensd to it. And lcng and hard you tried to understand its

messages, TYou did not realize it is impossible to understand wnat fails
entirely to reach you.

- You have received no messages at all you understand. For yon
have listened to what can never cormunicate at alj, Think, then, what
happensd. Denying what you are, and firm in faith that you are samething
else, this "something else" which you have made to be yourself BECAME your
sight, Yet it ﬁnst be the "somefhing 2155" which gees, and as NOT you,
EXPLAINS its sight to you. fOUR vizion would; of course, rendsr this guite
unnecessary. Yet 1f your eyes ére closed, and you have called upon this
thing to lead you, asking it to explain to you the world it sees; you havs

no reason not to listen, nor to suspsct that what it tells you is not true.
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Reaaon would tell you it cannot be true BECAUSE you do not understand it.
God has no secrets. He does not lead you through a world of misery,
wait:_!..ng to tell you, at-the jowrney's end, why He did this to you, _

_ " What could be secret from God's Will? Yet you believe that YoU
ﬁava secrets. What could your secrets be except ANOTHER will that is your
own, apart from His? Reason would tell you that this is no secret that
Beed be hidden as a sin, But a mistake indeed: Let not your fear of sin
x;ro'i;ect it from correction, for the attraction of guilt is only fear. Hers
is the one emotion that you mads, whatever it may seem to be. .This is the
emotion of secrecy, of private thoughts, and of the body, This is the one
emotien that opposes love, and always leads to sight of differqnces and leoss
of sameness, Here is the one emotion that keeps you blind, dependent on the _
self you think you made to lead you through the world it made for you,

Your sight was given you, along with everything that you can under.
stand. You will porceive no difficulty in understanding what this vision
tells you, for everycne seas orly what he thinks he IS, ipd what your
gight would shew you, you will understand BECAUSE it is the truth. Only
your vision can convey to you what YOU can cee. It reaches yau directly,
without 2 need to be interpreted to you. What needs interpretaticn MUS?T
be alien. Nor will it ever be made undsrstzadable by an interpreter you
cannot understand,

Of al) the messagzes you have received and failed to understard,

" this course alone is OPEN to your understanding and CAN be understood,

This is YOUR language. You do not understand it yst only because your
whole ccmmication is 1ike a baby’s, The sounds = baby makes and what he
hears ars bighly unrelizble > meaning different things to him at different
tix_nes. Feither the sounds he hears nor sights he 'sees are stable yet. But
what he hears and does rot understand will be his native tongue, through
which he will communicate with ‘hose around him, and they with him, And the
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strangs, éhifting ones he sees about him will become to him his comfo_rtera,
and he will recognize his home, and see them there with hinm, T

So in each holy rela.t'.i‘onship is the ability to com‘xﬁnicate in-
stead of separate reborn, Yet a holy relationship, so recem;ly reborn it-
self rroﬁz an unholy relaticnship and yet more aneient than tﬁe old illusion
that it has replaced, IS 1like .a. baby now in its rebirth, Ye".b in this in-
fant is your visien returned to you, and he will speak the language both
of you can understand, He is not murtured by the “something else" you
'bhot;.ght was you. ke was not given there, nor was received by anything
except yourself. For no two people can unite except through Christ, Whoss
vision sees them one, .

Think what is given you, my holy brothers. Tais child will
.teach you what you do not understand, and make it plain., For his will be
no alien tongue. Hé ﬁ.ll need no interpreter to you, for it was you who
taught hin what he knows BECAUSE you kmew it., He could not come to anyone
but you, nsver to "something else," Where Christ has entersd no-one is
alone, for naver could He find a home in separate on2s. Yet must He be
redorn into His ancient home, so seeming rew and yet ag old as Ee, a tiny
neweemer, dependent on the holiress of your relaticnship to le_'b Him iive.

Ba certaln God did not entrust His Son to the unwerthy, Nothing
but what is part of Him is vorthy of being joined. HNor is it possible that
anything not part of Him CAN join. Communicaticn must have been restored
to those that join, for this they could not do through bodies, What, then,
has Joined them? Reason will tell you that they must have seen each other
through 2 vision not of the bodj", and cormunicated in a language the body
does not speak, Nor could it be a fearfwl sight or sound that drew them
gently into one; Rather, in eéch the other saw a perfact sheltsr where
his Self could be rebern in safety and in peace, Such did his reascn tell
‘him; such he believed BECAUSE it was the truth,
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_-Here is the first direct perception that yuu have made, Ycu -
:made it through awareness older than.perception, and yet reborn in just
an instant, For what is time to what was always 80? Think what that in-
stant brought; the recognition that the “scmething else" you thought was
you is an\illusion. And truth came instantly to show you whers your Self
mist be, It is DENIAL of m:;_sic}ns‘ that calla on truth, for to deny
i11usions is to recognize that fear is meaningless, Into the holy home
where fear is powerless love enters thankfully grateful that it ig one
with you who joined to let it enter, . -

Christ comes to what is like Himself; the same, not different,
For He is always drawn unto Rimself, Vhat is.as like Him as a'hoiy'rela-
tionship? And what draws you together draws Him to you, Here are His
sweotness and His gentle innocence protected from attack. And here can He
return in confidence, for faith in cne another is always faith in Him., You
are indeed correct in lcoking on each other as His chosen home, for here
you will with Fim and with His Father. This is your Father's Will for you,
and yours with His,  And who is drawn to Ghrist is drawn to God as surely
as both are drawn to every holy relationsinip, the heme prepared for then

as earth is turn=d to Eeavan.
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Your Brother!s Sinlessness

~~ "The opposite of illusions is not disillusiomment, but truth,

Orly to the ego, o which truth is neaningless, do they appear 1o bs the
only altefnatives', and different from each other., In truth they are the
same. Both bring the same amount o_f nisery, though each one seemé to be
the way t6 lose the misery the other brings. Every illusion carries pain
and suffgring in the dark folds of the heavy garments with which it hides
its nothingness. Yet in these dark and heavy garments are those who seeck
11lusions covered, and hidden from the joy of truth. |
f Truth is the opposite of illusions because it offers Joy. What

else hut joy could be the opposite of misery? To leave one kind of misery
and seek _.énother_is hardly an escape, To change illusions is to make no
change. The search for joy in misery is senseless, for how could joy be
found in misery? All that is possible in the dark world of misery is to
select come aspects ocut of 1t, see them as diff."er‘exit, and define the
differance as joy. Yet to percelve a difference where none exis;ts will
surely fail to MAKE a difference, | _

Musicns carry only guilt and suffering, Sickness.and death,
to their belicvers, The form in which they are accepted is irrelevant.
No form of misery, in reason's eyes, can be confused with joy. Joy is
eternal. You can be sure indeed that any seeming happiness £hat does not
last is really fear, Joy does not turn to sorrow, for the eternal cammot
change, But sorrow CAN bs turned to joy, for time glves way to the eternal.
Onlj the timeless must remain uncharged, but everything in time can change
with time, Yet if the change be real and not imagined, illuslons must give
way to truth, and not to other dreams that are but equally unreal, This is
no difference, '

Resason will tell yod that the only way to escape from misery is
to recognize 1t, AND GO THE OTHER WAY, Truth is the same and misery the
same, but they ARE different from each other in every way, in every
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instance, -and withouf 'éxception. To l;laelieve that one excéption\.can exist
is to c;ox_ifuse what is the same with what is different, ONE Mﬁsion |
cherished and defended égéinst the truth makes ALL truth _memi_r’xglesa , and

ALL $)lusions real. Such is the pawér of belief. It cannot compromise,

And faith in inmocence is faith in sin if the belief excludes one living
thing, and holds it out, apart from dts forgiveness, R

Both reason and the ego will tell you this, but what they MAKE
of it is not the same, The ego uil% assure you now that it is impossible
for you to see no guilt in anycne. :Anci if this vision is the.fOIs'LY means
by which escape from guilt can be attained, then the bellef in sin must
be eternal, Yet reason looks on this another way, for reason sees the

SOURCE of an 3dea as what will make it true or false, This mu;‘b be so,

' if the idea is LIKE its source. Therefore, says reason, if eécape from
guilt was given to the Holy Spirit as His purpose, and by One ta Whom
nothing He wills CAY be impossible, the means for its attainment are MORE
than pessible. Tasy MUST be theres, and you must HAVE them.

This is a e¢rucial perlod in this coﬁrse s for here the saparation
of you ard the ego must fs made complete, For if you HAVE the means to

‘1et the Holy Spirii's purpose bte accomplished, they can be USED, And
THROUGH thsir use will you gain faith 4in them, Yet to the ego this must
be impossible, and no-one undertzkes to do what holds no hope of ever being
done. YOU know what your Creator wills is possible, but what you made bve-
Lieves it is not so. Now must you choose between yourself and an TLLUSION
of yourself. NOT both, but ONE. There is no point in trying to avoid
this one decision, It MUST be made., Faith and belief ean fail to either
side, but reason tells you that misery lies ozly on cne gide, and joy
upon the other, |

Forsake not now each other. For you whe are the same will not
decide alone nor differsntly, Either you give each other life or death;
either you are each other's Saviour or his judge ; offering him sanctuary
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or condemnation, This coursze will be believegl entirely or not at al1,
For i'.b-is wholly true or wholly false; and cgﬁmt be but partially be.
iieved, And you will either escape from misery entirely or not at ail,
Reason will tell you that there is no middle -ground where you can pause
uncertainly, waiting to choose between the ;)o‘y of Heaven and the misery
of hell, Until you choose Heaven, you ARE in hell and misery,

There is no part of Heaven you can take and weave into illusions,
" Nor is there one illusicn you can enter Heaven with. - A Saviour cannot be
a Jﬁdge, por mercy condemnztion. And visiof cannot damn, but only bless,
Whose function is to save, will save. HOW I.::le will do it is beyond your
understanding, but WHEN ﬁust be your choice. For time you made, and time
you CAN cemmand, TYou are no more a slave to. time than to the world you
nade,

Let us look closer at the whole illusion that what you made has
power to enslave its maker, This is the same belief that causedl the
sgparation. It is the meéningleas idea that thoughis can leave the thinker:?
mind, be different from it, and IN OPPOSITION to it, - If this were true,
thoughts would not be the mind's extensions, tut its enemie.s. Angd here w2
see again another form of the eame fundamental i1lusiocn we have seen many
times before. Only if it were possible the Son of God could leave his
Father's Mind, maks himself differsnt, and oppose His Will, would it be
possible that the self he made, and all it made, should be his master.

Behold the great projection, but lock on it with the decision
that it must be healed, and not with fear. Nothing you made has any power
over you wnless you still would be apart from your Creator, and with a will
opposed to His, For only if you would believe His Son could be His enemy
does it seem possible that what YOU made is yours. You would condemn His
Joy to misery, and maks Him different, And all the misery you mads has
_been your own, Are you not GLAD to learn it is not true? Is it not
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_ wequme’péﬁ 40 hear not one of the illusions that you made replaced the
truth? . :

Only YOUR thoughts have been impossible, Salvation CANNOT be.
It IS impossible to look upon your- Saviour as your enemy, and recognize
him,. Yet it IS possible to re_cogziize him for what he is, if God would .
have it so. Wpat God has given t';‘: your holy relationship is THERE, For
what‘Ha gave the Holy Spir"it to give to you HE GAVE. Would you not look
vpon the Saviour that has been given you? And would you not exchange, in
gratitude, the function of an exe.cutioner you gave him for the one he has
in truth? Receive of him what God has given him for you, not what you
tried to give.you'rself.' .

. Beyond the bodies that you interposed between you, and shining
_in the golden light which reachss it from the bright, sndless circle that
extends forever, is your holy relationship, beloved of God Himself. How

| still 1t rests, in time and yet beyond, inrmortal yet_ on earth, How great
the power that lies in it. Tize waits upon its will, and earth will be
as it would bave it be, Here is no separate will, nor the desire that ANY-
THING be separate, Its will has no exceptions, and what it wills is true,
Every illusion brought to its forgiveness is gently overlooked and dis-
appears. For at its center Christ has veen reborn, to 1ight‘ﬁis home with
visien that overlooks the world, Would you not have this holy home be yours
as well? No misery is here, but only joy.

| 411 you need do to dwell in quiet here with Christ is share His
vision, Quickly and gladiy is His vision given to anyone who ic but
willing t¢ see his brother sinless, And no-ons can remain beyond this
willingness, if you would be released cnidrely frem all effects of sin.
Would you have partial forgiver;eés for yourself? Can you reach Heaven while
a single sin still tempts you to remain in misery? Heaven ig the homs of
perfect purity, and God created it for YOU, Look on your holy brothar, sin-
lsss as yourself, and let him lead you there.

L .0 )
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Reagon and the Holy Relationship ' '

‘ - The introduction of reason into the ego's thought system is :
the beginning of its undoing., For reason and the ego are contradictory;
Nor is it possible for them to co-exist in your awareness. And reason's
goal is to make plain, and therefore obvious. You can SEE reason, Th_s
is not a play on words, for here is the beginning of a vision that has -
meaning, Vision is sense; quite literally, If it is not the body's sight,
it MUST be understood, For it is PLAIN, and what is obvious is not ambigu-
ous, It CAN be understood. And here do reason and the ege separate, to go
their different ways. ) _ o

The ego's whole continmance depends on its belief you cannot
learn this course. Share this belief, and reason will be unable to seg
yuur errors and make way for their corrsction. for reason s2es THROUGH
errors, telling you what you thought was real is not. Reason can see the
difference between sin and mistakes because it WANTS correction. Therefore,
it tells you what you thought was uncorrectable CAK be corrected, and thus
it must have been an error. Tha ege's opposition to corrvection leads to
its fixed belief in sin, and disregard of errors. It looks on NOTHING that
can be correctod. Thus does the ego damn, and rzason save.

Reason is not salvation in itself, but it makes way for peace,
and brings you to a state of mind in which salvation can be given you. ©Sin
is a block, set like a heavy gate, locked and without a key,‘across tha rozd
te peace., No-one whd locks on it without the help of reason would try to
pass it.  The body's eyes behold it as solid granite, so thick it would be
madness to attempt to pass it, Yet reason sces through it easily BECAUSE
it is an error, The form it takes cannot conceal its emptinasss from
reason's eyes, .

ONLY the form of error attracts the ego, Meaning it does not
recognize, and does mnot know if it is taere or not. Everything which the

-body's eyes can see is a mistaks, an error in perception, a disterted
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fragment of the whole, withoul the meaning that the whole wéuld give,
'Angi yet mistakes, régardless of their:fom, can be corrected, Sin is but
error in & Speciﬂ form the ego vener&'tes; It would preserve all errors,
and make them si_.ns. For here i-s its own sta'biiity, its heavy anchoi' in
the 'shifting world it made; the rock on which its church is built, and
where its worshippers are bound to badies, and believe the body's freedoz;x
is their own,

Reason will tell you that the form of error is not what makes it
afmistake. If what the form OONCEAI.E‘» is a mistaeke, the form cannot prevent
correction. The body's eyes see ONLY form., They camnot see .Eeyond what
trzey were MADE to see. And they were made to look on error, and not see
past 1t. Theirs 1s indced a strange perception, for they can see only
illusions, unable to look beyond the granite bleock of sin, anﬁ stoppﬁxg
&t the outside form of nothing., To this distorted form of vision, the out-
side of everything, the wall that stands between you and the truth, is
whelly trus, Yet how can eight which stops at nothingness, as if it were
a solid wall, sse truly? It is held back by form, having been meds to
guarantee that rothing =lsc but form will be perszeived.

These eyse, made KOT to ses, will NEVIR see., For the idea they
represent left not its maker; and it is their maker that sees <through them,
What was 1ts maker's GOAL but not to ses? For this the body's eyes are
perfect means, but not for SEEING, See how the body's eyes rest on ex-
ternals, and cannot go beyond.  Watch how they siop at nothingness, una.‘ol.e
to go beyond the form to meaning. Notidng so blinding as perception of
form, For sight of form means uzﬁderstanrling hes been obscured.

Only MISTAKES have different forms, and so they can daceivs,

You can change form BECAUSE 1% is not true. It could not be reality EE-
CAUSE it can be changed. Reason will tell you that if form is not reality,
it mist be an illusion, and is not THERS to see. And if you see it you
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N nmst be- mistaken, for you are seeing wha.t can NOT be real as if it WERE,
What cannot see beyond what is not there MUST be distorted perception,
and must percelve illusions as the truth. Could it, then, RECOGNIZE the
truth? ‘ ,

Let not the FORM of his mistakes keep you from him whose holi-
ness is yours, ILet not the vision of his holiness s the sight of which
would show yo your forgivensss, be kept from you by what the bedy's eyes
can see, Iet your swareness of your brother not be blocked by your per-
cepﬁion of his sins, and of his body. What is there in him that you would
attack except what you associate with his body, which YOU believe can sin?
Beyond his errors is HIS holiness and YOUR salvation. You gave him not his

holinzss, but tried to see your sins in him to save yourself, And yet, his
holinsas IS your i‘orgiveness, Can YOU be saved by making sinful the one
vhose holiness i$ your salvation? |

A holy relaticpship, however rewly box;n, must valve holiness
above all else. Unholy values 3ill prodace confusicn, and in AWARENESS.
In an upholy reflationshlp, esch one is volued becausz he seems. to Justify
the otier's sin, Ne szes within the other what impalc him to sin agzainst
his will. And thus he laye his sins upon the cther, and is attrasted to
hinm to Y1“1:'2?!1’E'i'U.—’k'i‘li: his sins. And so it must bscome imposaible ‘for sach to
see hiazelf as CAUSING sin by his desire to have sin real. Yet raason
Saes a holy relatieonship as what it is; a common state of mirnd, where both

glve errors gladly to correction that both may happily be healed as one.

-0 -
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The Branching of the Road = '
“When you coms to the place whare the branch in the road is quite

apparent, you cannot go ahead. You MUST go either one way or the other.
For now if you go straight ahe_ad, the way you went before you reached the
branch, you will go NOWHERE,  The whole purpose of coming this far was to
decide which branch you will take NOW. The way you came no longer matters,
It can ro longer serve. No;'an'e who reachea this far CAN make the wrong
deciéion, but he CAN delaﬁr. And there is no part of the journey tﬁ-a.t seems
mores hopzless and futile tllan standing where the road branches; and got _
deciding on which way to gé:. -

It is but the first few steps along the right way that seem
hard, for you HAVE chosen, although you still may think you can go back
and maks the other choice. This is not so., A choice mads with the power
of Heaven to uphbld it canmnot BE undone. Your way IS decided, There will
be nothinz you will not be tcld, if you acknowledgs this,

And so you stand, hsre in this roly place, beforz the veil of sin
that Langs between yeu and the face of Christ. LET 1t be 1lifted! Raise
it tegether, for it is but a veil that stands betwesen you. Eithar alone
will see it as a solid block, aor realize how thin ths drapery that
Separates you now. TYeb 1% is almost over in your awmrencss s and peace
has reached you even here, before ths veil, Thiﬂc woat will ﬁa;ppen after!
The love of Christ will light your faces, and shine from them into a
dar’—:ﬂned world that NEZDS the light. And from this holy place Ha will re-
turn with yeu, not leaving it nor you., You will become His messengers, re-
turning Him unto Himself,

Thirk of the loa'eliﬂeés that you will ses, who walk with Him!

And think how beautiful will each of you ldok to the other! How happy

you will be to be tegether, after sush a long and lonely Journey where yua
walked alon=, The gates of Heaven, open now for.you, will you now open to
the sorrowful. And none who looks upon ths Christ in you but will rejoice.
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-~ How' beautiful the sight you saw beyopd the veil, which you will bring to

light’ the tired eyes of those as weary now as once you were. How thank-
ful will ‘the'y-* be to see you come among tﬁam, offering Christ's forgiveness
to dispél their faith in sin.

_ Every mistake you make the other will gently have corrected for
you,;fgr in his sight your ioveliness is his salvation, which he would
protect from harm. And each will be the other's strong protector from
ever?thing that seems to rise between you. So shall you walk the world
with nge, whose message has not yet been given to 'everyone. ‘For you are
" here to let it be RECEIVED, God's offer still is open, yet it waits
acceptance, From you who have accepted it is it received. Into your -

Jolned hands is it safely given, for you who share it have becoms its
willirg guardians and protectors,

To all who share the Love of Cod the grace is given to be the
givers of vhat they have received. And =0 they learn that it is‘ theirs
ferever, All barricrs disappear befere thelir coming, as every obstacle.
was £inally surmounted which seemed to rlse and block their way befors.
Thds vell yecu 1lift together opens the wzy to truth to more than you,

Those who would let illusicns be lifted frem their minds are this world's
Savicurs, walking the world with their Redecemer, and carrying }‘iis nessage
of hope and freedcm and releasz from suffering to everycne who nesds a
‘miracle to save him.

How easy iz 1% to offer this miracle to everyone! Ho-ome who
has received it for himself could find it difficuli., For by receiving i,
be learmed it was not given him alone. Such is ths function ¢f 2 holy re-
lationship; to recelve together, and give as you received. Standing tefore

-the veil, it still seems diffiéult. But 'hold out your joined rands and
touch this heavy-seeming block, and you will learn how easily yeur fingers
- 811p through its nothingness. It is no solid wall. And only an illusion
stands batween you and ths holy Self you share,

-0
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Weakness and Defansiveness

How does one overcome illusions? Surely not by force or anger,
nor by opposing them in any way. Merely by lstting reason tell you that
they CONTRADICT reality. They go against what must be true. The opposition
comes from them, and not -réality. Reality opposes nothing; What merely IS
needs no defense, and offers none. Only illusions peed de;t‘ense because of
woakness. And how can it be difficult to walk the way of';tz'ut.h, when only
weakness interferes? YOU are the strong cnes in this seeming conflict,

And you rpeed no defense. Everything that needs defense you do not want s
for anything that needs defense will WEAKEN you. -

Consider what the ego wants def_ehseé FOR., Always to Justify
what goes agéinst the truth, flies in the face of reason,?and makes no -

. sense, Can this BE justified? Vhat c#n this be except an invitation to
insazﬁ.ty, to save you from the truth? And what would you be saved frem but
what you fear? Belief in sin reeds great defense, and at enormous cost.
K11 that ths Holy Spirit offers must be defended against, and sacrificed.
For sin is carved into a block ocut of your peace, and laid between you and
its return, Yey how can peace be so fragmented? It ie still whols, and
nothing has Lieen taken from it,

Sge how the means and the material of evil dreams are pothing.

In t?'nth vou stand togsiher, with nothing in between. Cod hoids ycur hands,
and what can separate whom He has joined as oneﬂ with Him? I’c; is your Father
Whorm you would defend against. Yet it remains impossible to keep love out,
God rests with you in quiet, undeferded and wholly undsferding, for in this
quiet state alone is étrength and power. Bere can no weaknsss enter, for
here 18 mno avtack, and therefore no illusions, Love rests in certainty.
Ouly uncertainty can be d=2fensive., And all uxicertainty is doubt abcut
YOURSELF, .

How weak is fear; how little and how medningless! How insig-
nificant bafore the quiet strength of thosa whom love has joined} This is

your "enemy," -- a frighten=d mouse that would attack the universe. How
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Yikely is it that it will succeed? 'Can it be difficult to disregard its
feeble squsaks that tell of its cmilpotence, and would drown out the hymn
of praise to its Creator which: ever_;;r hea'ft throughout the un;yerse- forever
sings as cne? Which is the stronge_i'?_ Is it this tiny mouse or everything
that God created? You ere not joined together by this mouse, but by the
Will of God. And can 2 mouss betray whem Cod has joined? |

If you but recognized how 1ittle stands between you and your
avareness of your union! Be not decelved by the illusions it presents of
size and thickness, weight, sol;i.df-ty an.czl firmness of foundation., TYes, to
the body's eyés it looks like an enormous solid body, immovable as is a .
mountain, Tet within you there i_s"a Force which no illusions can resist.
This body only seems to be immovable; this Force is irresistible in truth.

What, then, must happen when they come together? Can the illusion of
immovabilily be long defended from what is quietly past through and gorne
beyond? |

Forget not, when you fzel the nzed arise to be defensive about
anything, you have identified yowrsalf with an ilivsicn, And therefore
feel that you are weak beczuss you ars alene., This is the cost of ALL
11lusions, Not one but rests on the belief that you are sepaz:ate. Fot
cne that does not seem 1o stand, heavy and solid and immovable, between
you and your brother, And not ona that truth canrat pass over lightly, and
so easily that you must be convinced, in spite of what you thought it was,
that it is nothing. If you fergive each other, this MUST happen. For it

‘is your urwillingness to overlook what seems to stend between you that makes

it look lmpenstrable, and defends the illusion of its immovabiliity,

.0 -
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Ffreedom and the Holy Spirit _
* Do you want freedom of the body or of the mind? For both you

cannot have. Which do you value?‘ ¥Which is your goal? For one you see as
means; the b‘bher, end, And one must serve the other and lead to its pre-
dominance, increasing its importance by diminishing its own. Means serve
the end, and as the end is reached the value of the means decreases,
eclipsed entlrely when they are recognized as functionless. No-one but
yearns for i‘reedcm, and tries to find it. Yet he will seek for it where
he believes it is, and can be found. He will believe it possible of mind
or body, and he will make the other serve hls choice as means to find it,

Where freedom of the body has been chosen, the mind 1s used as
means whose value -'.l.ies in its ability to contrive ways to achieve the body's
_ freedom, Yet freedom of the body has no meaning, and so the mind is dedicai:
to serve illusions, This is a situation so cdntradictory and so impossible
that anyons who chooass this has no idea of what IS valuable, Yet even in
this confusicn, so prefound it cannot be described, the Holy Spirit waits
in gentle patience, as certain of the outeame as He is sure of His Creator!s
Love. EHe krows this mad descisicn was made by ons as dear to His Creator as
love i3 to itself.

Be nod distmrbed at all to think hew He can change the role of
meane and end so easily in what Cod loves, and would have fre; ferever, But
be you rather grateful that YOU can be the means to serve His end, This is
the only service which leads to freedem. To serve this ernd, the body musi
be pérceived as sinless » because the GOAL is sinlessness. The la;:k of
contradiction makss the soft transition from means to end as easy as is the
shift from hate to gratitude before forgiving eyes, You WILL be sanctified
by one ancther, using your bodies orly to serve the sinless, And it WILL
be impossible for you to hate what serves what you would heal,

This holy relationship, lovely in its innocence, mighty in
strength, and btlazing with a light far brighter than the sun which lights
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""the sky you see, is cnosen of your Father as a means for His Own plen, '
Be thankful that it serves yours not at all, Nothing entrusted to it can
be misused, and nothing given it but will .be used. This holy relation%ixip
has the power to heal all. pain, regardless of its form., Neither of yon
aloms can serve at all. Only in your joint will does healing lie. For
here YOUR healing is, and here will you accept Atonement. And in youz";‘_
healing is the Sonship healed BECAUSE your wills are joined.

Before a holy relationship there is no sin., The form of erzor
is no longer seen, and reason, joined with love, looks quietly on all‘?:on-
fusion, observing merely, "This was a mistake," And then the same Atone-
ment you accepted in your relationship corrects the error, and lays a part
of Heaven in its place. How blessed are you who let this gift be givenl
Each part of Heaven that you bring is given YOU. And every enpdy place in
Heaven that you'fiil again with the Eternal Light ybu bring shines now on
YOU. The means of sinlessnass can know no fear because they carx;y only
love with them.

Children of peace, the ligh% HAS come to you. Ths llight you
bring you do not recoguize, and yet you will remcmber, Who can deny himself
the vision that he bi'ings to others? And who wouid fail %o recognize a gift
he let be laid in Feaven through himself? The gontls service Yhat you give
the Poly Spirit is service to yourself. You who are now His means mst
1o\-re a.‘_Lll that Ee loves. And what ycu bring is your rememberance of every-
thing that is eternal, | No trace of anything in time c¢an long remain in
minds that serve the timelsss, And no illusion can disturb the psace of a
relationship which has decome the means of peace.

When you have looked upen each other with complete forglvenzss,
from which no error is excluded- and rothing kept hidden, what mistake can
there be anywhere you cannot overlook? What form of suffering could block

‘your sight, preventing you frem seelng mst 1t? And what illusion covld



PPy

- 623 -

e you will not recognize as a mistake; a -sha.dow through which you

walli completely undismayed? God would let nothing interfere with those
whose wills are His, and serve it willingly. And COULD rememberance of
uhab they are be long delayed?

You will see your value through each other's eyes, and each one
is !‘eleased as he beholds his Saviour in place of the attacker who he
thought was thore. "J.‘h.rough this releasing is the world released. This is
yoi_i_r part in bringing peace. For you have asked what is your function here ’
and have been answered, Seek not to change it, nor to substitute another
goal. . Accept this one and serve it willingly, for what the Holy Spirit
does ﬁth the gifts you give each other, to whom He offers them » and where
and when, is up to Him, He will bestow them where they sre raceived and
welcomed, He will use every one of them for peace, Nor will one little
smile or willingness to overlook the tiniest mistake ke lost to anyone.

Wpat can it be bt vniversal blessing to lock on what. your Father
1oves with charity? Extension of fergiveress is the Holy Spirit's function.
Leave this tc Him, Xet your concern be only that you give to Hin tha%
wnich can BE extendsd, Save no dark sscrets that He cannot use, but ofier
Him the tiny gifts He can extend forever. Hs will.take 2ach one and make
of it a potent ferce for psace. He will withheld no blessing'frcm it, or
1linit it in any way, He will join to it all the pewer that Ged has given
Him, to make each little gift of love a sdurce of healing for everyone,
Each little gif’d you offer to the other lights up the world., Be not con-

" cerned with darkmess; look awsy from it, and toward each other, Ard let

the darkness be dispelled by Him Who krows the light, and lays it gently

in each quiet smile of faith and confidence with which you bless each other.
On your learning depends the welfare of the world. Ard it is

only arrogance that would derny the power of your will, Think you the Will

of Cod is powerless? Is this h'.:..-n:!lity? You de not see what this belief
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S has donz, - You see yourself as vulnerable s frail and easily destroyed, and

- at the mercy of countless attackers more powarﬁzl than you. Let us look
straight at how thie error came about, for here lias buried the heavy
anchor that seems to keep ths fear of God in place, urmovable and solid as
a rock, _\‘Whil‘a this remains, so will. it eeem to be.

¥ho can Atfeck the Sc.sn of God and NOT attack his Father? How - ,
can God's Son be weak and frail and easily destroyed UNLESS his Father 1s?
You do not see that every sin and every condemnation which you perceive and
;]ustify IS an attack upon your Father, And that is why it has not happened,
nor COULD be real. You do not see that this is your attenpt because you -
think the Father and thé Son are separates And you MUST think that they
are separate, because of fear. For it seems safer to attack another or

-,yourself than to attack the great Creator of ths univerase, Whose po'ner you
KROW,

If you were one with God and RECOGNIZED this oneness s You would
know His powsr is YOURS. But you will not remember this while you beliave
attack of any kind means anything. Tt is wajustified in any form BECAUSE it
has no meaning, The only way it could be Justified is if each one of you
were separate from the other, end all were separate from yowr Cn.ator. for
only then would it be possible to attack a part of the creatica without the
whole, the Son without the Father; and to attack another without yocurself,
or.hurt yourseif without the other feeling pain, And this belief you WANT.
Yet wherein 1iss its value except in the desire to attask in safety? Attack
is neither safe nor dangercus., It is IMPOSSIBLE, Arnd this is so BECAUSE
the universe is one. You would not choose attzck on its reality if it were
not essential to attack to see i sesparated from its maker. And thus it
seeas as if love could attack, and become fearful,

Only the DIFFERZNT can attack., So you concludo BECAUSE you can
attack you MUST be different. Yet does the Holy Spirit explain this



Ly

Po- 625 -

- .-.-~--;-‘-‘"'dif§emntly. 'BECAUSE you are mot different, you CANNOT attack, Either

position is a logical conclugion, if only the different can attack, Either
could be ma.inﬁained, but never both. The only question to be answered to
decide which must be true is whether you ARE different. From the position
of what you understand, you a‘eem to be, and therefore can attack, of the
alternatives, this seams morg' patural and more in line witk your experience,

_And therefore it is necessary that you have other experiences, more in ling

with truth, to tesch you what IS natural and true.

This is the function of your holy relationship. For what one
thinks the other will experience with him What can this mean EXCEPT yuux-
minds are one? Look not with fear upon this happy fact, and think not -
that it 1lzys a heavy burden on you, For when you have accepted it with
gladness, you will realize that your relationship 13 a reflection of the
union of the Creator and His Son, From loving minds thsre IS no gseparation, -
And every thought in one brings gladness to ths other BECAUSE they are the
sams, Joy is unlimited bocause each shining thought of love extends its:
being, and creates more of itself., There it no difference anywhere in it,
for every thought is like itseif,

The light thal joins you shines thrcrughont the um.verse s and be~
cause 1t joias you, so it makes you one with your Creator, And in Him is
all crep.tion Joined, Would you regrst you cannot fear alone, when your re-
la.t_ionship can algo teach the power of love is there, which makes 211 fear
it_lrpossible?. Do not attempt to kesp a little of the ego with this gift,
For it was given you to be USED, and not obscured, What teaches you you
camol separate DENTES the ego.' Let truth decide if you be differernt or
the same, and teach you which IS true. |
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