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Chapter a - _ !
'm INNER PICTURE o

Projection makes perception. The world you see is what yon gave i'b
nothing more than that. But though it is no more that that, it is not less,
Therefore,\ to you it is important. Tt is the witnasa to your st;ate of mind,
the outside picture of an inward condif.ion. As & man thinketh, 20 does he
perceive, Therefore, seck not to change the world, btut will to change
your mind AﬁOUT ths .world. Perception is a R...SULT, not a cause, And that
is why order of dirficvlty :ln miracles iz meaningless, Everything Yookes
upon with vigion i.s healed and holy. _ Notlﬁ.ng perceived without :'..t neans amv..
thi And where there 1s no maning, there 18 ‘chaos, _
| Damnation is your ;]ndg.uent on yourself, and this you Wﬂ}. project
upon the world, Ses it aé. damned, and all you see is what you did to hurt
t.ize Son of Ged, If you behold disaster and catastrophe, you tried to
crucify him, If you sea holiness and hope, you joined the Will of God to
5a% hin free, There i3 no chelce that lies betwaen thesé two decisions,

- And you WIIL sce the witnass to the c‘moice you made, and learn from this to
' RECOGNIZE whizh one you chwosge,
« The Imagired World

Never forget the world the sightless "see" must be imagined, for
JWhat it really looks liks is unkrcwn to them. They must infer what could
be seen from eviderce forever indirect; and reconstruct their inferences as
they stumble and fall because of what they did not recognize, or walk wnharme _
through epen dcomya which they thought were closed, And so it is with you.
Yon dc; nét see, Your cues for inference are wrong, and so you stumble and
fall down uﬁon the stomes you'did rot recognize, but fail to be sware you
CAN go through the doors you thought were closed, but wihich stand opan before
unseeing eyes, waiting to welcome you,

How foolish is it to ﬁttempt to judge what could be seen instead.
It 18 not necessary to imagine what the world mest Yook like, It
must be seen, before you recogrize it for what it is, You can ba shewn
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- .which doors are cpen, émi_ you can see whers m'et-y lies; and. which ﬁ_-hjm
%o darkness, which to 1ight. Judguent will ALHAYS give you falsa directions
but vision SHOWS you whers to g0 th should you guess?

. There is no need to le;rn through pain. And gentle 1es__s§xié are
acquired joyously, and ars remem!:_:ered gladly. What gives you happin;_ss you
WANT to learn ang nof. forget. I%. is not this yoﬁ would deny, YOUR quagtion
is whether the means by which .tn..is course is learned will BRING 'bo y:ou ths
Joy it‘ promises. If you believed it would, the learning of it would be no
proble;#. You ars not happy learnsrs yet Becaus'e you still remain ugcertéin
that vision gives you HORE thar Judgnent does, and you have learned: that Bom

The blind become accustomed to their world By their adjnst_ments to |
iﬁg. They think they know their way about in it. They learnsd it, not
throvgh joyous lessons, but through the stern neceszity of limits they be-
lieved they could not overcome. And still believing this, they hold those
lessons dear, ang cling to them EECAG3E they cannot see, They de not under-
stand the lessons KEEP them blind., This they dé not believe. And so they
keep the world they learned to "see” in their imagiration, believing that
their choice is that op nothing, They hate the world they lesrned through
pPain, And everyihing they think is in it serves to remind them ‘that thoy
ave incomplete and bitterly deprived.

| . Thus they DEFINE their 1ife and whers they live, adjusting to it
as they think they_must, afraid 4o lose the 1ittle that they have., And so it
1s with all who see the body as all they have ard all their brothers have,
They try to reach sach other, and they fail, and fail again. And they adjust
to loneliness, believing that ﬁo-keep the body 1s to save the 1ittle that thej
- bave, Listen, and try to think if you remember what we will speak of now.

Listsn, -- perhaps :fou catch a hint of an ancient state not quite
forgotten; dim, perhaps, and yet not altogether unfamiliar, like a song whose
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_nama is long forgottsn, and the circumatancea in which you heard cqm_
Pletely umremembered. Not the whole song has stayed with you, but just '
o a 1ittle whisp of melody, attached not to a person or a place or amhing
particular, But you remember, from ;just this little part, how lovely was
| the song, how wonderful the setti.ng where you heard it, a,nd how you loved
those who were there and listened with you, '

The notes are nothing. Yet you have kept them with you, not ?or
themselves » but as a soft reminder of what would make you weep if you re-
nembered how dear it was to you. You could remember, yet you are afra&d 5
believing you would lose the world you learned since then, And yet you
know that nothing in the world you learned is balf B0 dear as this. Listen,
and see if you remember an ancient song you knew so long ago, and held more
dear than any malody you taught yourself to cherish since.

Beyond the body, beyond the sun and stars, past everything you
see and yei somehow familiar, 13 an arc of golden 1ight that stretches ag
Yo leak into a g“nat and shining circle. Apd 211 the cirels f£il1s with

’)‘-,.__ light before YO"JJ“"J‘-"S. Tha edgss of the circle disappear, and what is in
it is no longer vontained at all, The 1light expands and covers everything,
extending to infinity forever shining, and with no break or limit anywaere.
Within it everything is joined in perfect contimuity., Nor is :i.t possible
to imagine that angthing could be outside, for there ig nowkere that this
light is not, '

This :l.s the vision of the Son of God, whom you know well, Here

13 ‘the sight of him who knows his Father, Here is the memory of what you
are; a part of this, with all of 1% within, and joined to 211 as surely
as ail is joined in you. Accept the vision which can show you THIS, and
not the ’oody You know the ancient song, and know it well, Nothirg will

ever be as dsar to you as is this aneient bymn the Son of God sings to his
Father still,

N
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_____,;,.--,.;-..._, - And now the blind ean see » for '&hat ‘same song they sing in honor N

o of their Creator gives praise to them as well; The blindness which they
made will not withstand the memory of this song. And they will look upon
the vision of the Son o.f God, remembering who he is they Bing of. What 13 :
& miracle but this remembering? And who is there in vhom this memory lies -
not? The light in one awakens it in all, And when you see it in each other

You ARE remembering for sveryons. -~
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- e Regponsibility for Sight - ;

g T e We bave repsated how little is asked of you to learn this Courss
It i3 the same small willingmess you need to have your whole relatiomhip

transformed to Joy; the litile gii’t you offer to the Holy Spirit for Hhich
He gi.ves you everything; the very little on which salvation rests; the 'tin
change of mind by which the crucifixion is changed to resmecticn.- Ang |
being true, it is so aimple that 1t cannot fail to be completely underatoo
Rejected yes, but MOT ambiguous. And if you choose against it now, it wiy
not be because it is obscure, b'ut rather that this little cost seemed, ip
your judgment, to be too much to pay for peace. . .

This iz the only thing that you meed do for vision, happinasa,_
release from pa:!.n a.nd the complete escape from sin, 211 to'bs given ycu.
Say omly this, but mean it with ne reservations, for here the power oi‘_
salvation lies: _

"I AM responsible for what T see.

I chose -the feslings I experience, and I dscided on the -

And evsryg'gg}:ng :‘c;g]’r:ds:g:?sazg.happen to me

I asked for, and recefved as I had asked, "

Decelve yourself no longer that you are h nzlpless in the face of what ig
done %o yom. Ac:mow.'.edge but that you havﬂ been MISTAKEN, and all effects _
of your mistakes will disappear.

It is impoasible the Son of Ged be merely driven by cveptﬂ outside |
of him, It is imposaible that the happenings that come to hi% were rot hi:
choice, H'_J.s power of decision is the determiner of every situation in
which he seems to find himself by chance or aceident. No accident nor
change is possible within the universe as God ereated it, outside.of which
1s rothing, Suffer, and you decided sin was your goal., Be happy, and you
gave the power of decision to Him Who mest decide for Cod for you, This i:
the little gift you offer to the Holy Spirit, and even this He gave to you
% give yourself., For bv this gift is given yuu the power to release your
Saviour, that he may give salvation wato you,
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77 Bogrudge mot then this 1ittle offering. Withhold it, and $ou keep
the world as now you see it. Give it away, and everything yOu sse .goes
with it. Wever was so much given for so 1ittle. In the holy instant 44 _
this exchange effected and maintained, Here is the world you do not want
brought to the one you do. And here the one you do is given you BECAUSE
Jou want it. TYet for this, the power of your wanting must first be recog-
- mzed You must accept its STRENGTH, and not its weakness., You mist per-
eeive that what is strong enough to make a world can let it go, and can
-accept correction if it is willing to see that it wag wrong.

The world you see is but the idle witness that you were right.
This witness is insans, You trained it in its testimony, and as it gave
~ 1% back to you, you listened and convinced yourself that what it saw was
. true. You did this to YOURSELF. See only this, and you will also see how
cirecular the reasoning on which your "seeing” rests. This was not given
you. This was your gift to you and to your brother. Be willing, then, to
have it taken from him and be replaced with truth. And as yeu lookx upon
the change in him, it will be given you to see it in vourself.

Perhaps you do not sse the need for you to give this 1ittle offer-
ing. Look closer, then, at what it IS, And, very simply, sze in it the
whole exchange of separation for salvation. A1l that the ego‘is_. is an
idea that it is possible that things éhoru_ld happen to the Son of Cod WITH-
OUT his will; and thus without ths Will of his Creator, Whose Will cannot
BE separate from his own,

This is the Son of Ged's REPLACEMENT for his will, a mad revolt
against what must forever be. This is the statemen: that he hag the power
to make Cod powerless, and so to take it for himself, and leavs himself
without what God has willed for him. This is the mad idea you bave en-
shﬁmd upon your altars, and which you wership, " And anyuhing which
threatens this seems to attack your faith, for here is it invested. Think
not that you are faithless,. for your belief and trust in this is stréng
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o ! The Holy Spirit can give yom faith in holiness and vision %0 sée
it easily enough. But you have not lett open and unoccupied the altar
where ; the giftsbelong, Where THEY should be, you have set up your idels
to ao;aething else, This other will, which seems to tell you what mast -
happén, you gave reality. And what would show you otherwise must there-
fore;seem vnreal. All that is asked of you is to make room for truth.
You are not asked to make or do what 1lies beyond your understanding. A1l
yousare asked to do is LET IT IN; only to stop your interference with what
w:‘i.li happen of itself; simply to resognize again the presence of what you. *
thought you gave away, T -

- Be willing, for an instant, to leave your altars free of what

you placed upon them, and what is really there you CANNOT fail to see.
The holy instant is not an instant of creation, but of recogﬁtion. For
recognition comes of vision and suspended judgment. Then only it is
posgible to look within and see what MUST be there, pla.inly in sight, and
wholly indapendent of inference and Jjudgment. Undoing is not your task,
but it IS up to yeu to walceme it or not. Faith and desire go hand in
hand, for everyone believes in what he wants. '

‘We have alrezdy said that wishful thinking is how the ego deals
with what it wants, te make it so. There 1s no batter demonstration of the
power of wanting, and therefore of faith, to make its goals seem real and
possible, Faith in the unx;éal leads to adjustments of reality to make it
fit the goal of madness. The goal of sin Induces the perception of a fear
ful world to justify its purpose. What you desire you WILL see. And if
its reality is false, you w:.ll uphold it by not realizing all the adjust-
ments you have introduced, to make it so.

When vision is denled, confusion of cause and effect becomés

~ 4nevitable, The purpose now becomes to keep obscure the cause of the
effect, and make effect appear to be a CAUSE. This seeming independence
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b A ..0f effect enables it to be regarded as standing by itself, and capable of
”* serving 2s a cause of the events and feslings its maker thinks it causes,
Long age, we spoke of your desire t¢ create yuur own Creator, and be
father and not son to Fim, This is the same desire. The Son is the
effect, whose Cause he would deny. And so he seems to BE the cause, pro.
ducing real effects. Nothing ean have effects without a cause, and to
confuse the two is merely to fail to understand them both. R

It is as needful that you recognize you made the world you ses
as that you recognize that you did not create yourself., THEY ARE THE SAME
MISTAKE. Nothing created mot by your Creator has any fnfluence §ver you.
And if you think what you bave made can tell you what you see and feel, -
and place your faith in its ability to do so, you are denying your Creator,
and believing that you made yourself, For if you think the worlé.you made

" has power to make you what it wills, you ARE confusing Son and Father;
effect and Source..

‘The Son's creaiicns are 1like his Father's. TYet in creating them,
the Sen does not deluds himself that he is inuapnrdeat of his Source. His
union with It is the Scurce of his creating. APART from this he has no
pover to create, and what he makes is meaningless. It changes nothing in
ersation, depends entirely upon the madress of its maker, and camnot serve
to Justify the madness, TYour brother thinks he made the world with you.
Thus he denies creation. With you, he thinks the world he made made him,
Thus he DENIES he made it.

_Yet the truth is you were both created by a loving Father, Who
created you together and as one. See what "proves" otherwise, and you
deny your whole reality. Bul grant that everything which seems to stand

| between you, keeping you from each other and separate from your Father,
you made in sscret, and the instant of release has come to you. All its

effects are gone because its source has besn uncovered. Tt is its seeming
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o - "‘"‘"‘Enéepem!enca of its source that kept you prisoner. This is the Sams . de

. lusion that you are independent of the Source by which you were Createg,
and have never left.

LY
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Faith, Belief and Vision 583 . e F

FVLTT U AIY speedal relationships have sin as their goal. For they a:re
bargains with reality, toward which the seeming union is adjusted. FPorget
not this; to bargain is to set a limit, and any brother with whom you haVe
a limited relationship YOU HATE. You may attempt to keep the bargain in |
the name of "fairness," sometimes demanding payment of yourself, perhazﬁa_
more often of the other, Thus in the "fairness" you attempt to ease the
guilt that comes from the accepted purpose of the relationship. And That
is why the Holy Spiriﬁ'mua_t change its purpose to make it useful to RI¥
and harmless unto I0U. o :

If you accept this change » JOU have accaepted the idea of méklng
room for truth. The SOURCE of sin is gone. You may imagine that you still
experience its effects, but it is not your purpose, and you no longer" WANT |

- it. No-one allows 2 purpose to be replaced while he desires it, for no-

thing is so cherdshed and protected as is a goal ti:e mind accepts. This
it will follow, grimly or happlly, but always with faith and with ths per--
sistence that faith inexd&bly brinzs, Tae power of faith 1s NEVER recog-
nized if it is placed in sin. But it is ALWAYS recognizad if it is placed
in lovs. ' _

Yhy is 1t strange to you that faith can move mountainsg? This is
indeed a little feat for such a power, For falth can keep thé Son of God
in chains as long as he believes he IS in chains., And when he is released
from them, it will be simply becanse he no longer believes in them, with-
drawing falth that they can hold him, and placing it in his freedom in-
stead. It is impossible to place equal-fait.h in opposite directions.
What faith you give tc sin you TAKE AWAY from holiness. And what you offz
holiness bas been REMOVED from sin,

Faith and beldef and vision are the means by which the goal of
holiness is reached, Through them the Holy Spirit leads you to the real
worlci, and away from all illusions where yburt faith was laid, This is

His direction, the only one He ever sees., And wnen you wander, He reminds
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...Yow, there IS but one. His faith and His belief and vision ave all fop yop
And \.wheﬁ'm hgve. accepted them completely instead of yburs, you will have
need of them no loqéer.' For faith and vision and belief are méaningrﬁ
only BER)RE the state of ceftaint.y is reached. In Heaven they are unknown,

Yet Heaven is reacheldl through them,

"It is impossible that the Son of God lack faith, but he can
choose where he would have it BE, Faithlessness is not a LACK of faith,'
but faith in NOTHING., Faith given to illusions does not lack power, for
by it does the Son of God believe that he is powerless, Thus is he faith.
less to himself, bét strong in faith in his illusions ABOUT himself, Fopr
faith, perception and belief YOU made as means for losing certainty and
finding sin. This mad direction was your choice, and by your fa.itﬁ in what-

~ you chose, you made what you desired., : _

' ~ The Holy Spirit has a use for all the means for sin by which you
sougnt Yo find it. But as Ee uses them, they lead AWAY from sin, because
His purpose lies in the opposite direction. - He sees the MEANS you use,
but not the PURPOSE for which you made them. He would net take them frem
you, for He sees thelr value as a means for what HE wills for you. You
made perceptinn that you might choose among your brothers, and seek for
sin with them. The Holy Spirit sees perception as a means to .teach you
that the vision of a hely relationship is all you WANT to ses. Then will
you give your faith to holiness s desiring and velieving in it BECAUSE of
y'our desire. . _

Faith and belief become attached to vision, as all the means
that onee served sin are redirected now toward holiress., For what you
think is sin is LIMITATION, and whom you try to limit to the body you hate
because you fear, In your refﬁsal to forgive him, you would éon.demn him
to the bedy because the means for sin am dear to you. And so the body hat
your faith and your belief. But holiness would _set your brother free, re:
moving hatred by removing fear, not as a symptom, but at its source.



e - Those wﬁO'wadld free their brothers from the body can BAVE ng
fear, They have renounced the neang'for sin by choosing te let ail Limit-
ations be removed, Desiring to look upom their brothers in holiness, tne
power of belief and faith goes far beyond the body, SUPPORTING vision, not
obstructing it, But first théy chose to recognize how much their faith hag
limited their understanding of the world, desiring to placs its power else.
where should another point of view be given them. The mirécles which folle,
this decision are also born of faith. Fer all who choose to look avay from
sin are given vision, and are led to holiness.

Those who believe in sin MUST think the Holy Spirit asks for
sacrifice, for this is how they think THEIR purpose is accomplished. .
Brothers, the Holy Spirit knows that sacrifice brings NOTHING, He makes
no bargains. 4nd if you seek to limit Him, you will hate Him because.yuu
are afraid, The gift that He has given you is more than anything that
stands this sid; of Hzaven., The instent for its recognition is at hand,
Join your awarensss %o what has been ALRFADY jolned. The faitn you glve
each other can accomplish this. For He ¥ho loves the world i seeing it
for you, without one spot of sin upon it, and in the innocence whiech makes
the sight of it as beantiful as Heaven,

Tour faith in secrifice has given it great power im your sight;
éxcept you do not realize you cannot ses BECAUSE of it. For sacrifice must
be exacted of a body, and by arother bedy. The mind cowld neither ask it
nor recelve it of itself. And no rore could ths body, The intention is in
the mind, which trles to use the body to carry out the means for sin in
which the MIND believes. Thus is the jolning of mind and body an in-
escapable belief of those who value sin. And so is sacrifice invariably
& means for limitation, and thus for hate.

Think you the Holy Spirit is concermed with THIS? Ee gives nod
what it is His purpose to lead yuu FROM, You think He would ceprive you

for your good. But "good" and “déprivaﬁion“ are opposites, and cannot
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meaningfully :join in any way. It is 1i.ké saying that the moon end sun ape -

- 586 -

e Iy - T

one because they come with night and day, and so they MUST be joined, - Yet
sight of ons is but the sign the other has disappeared from sight, Ror ig
it possible that what gives light ‘be one with what depends on darkness to
be seen. Neither demands ithe sacrifice of the other. Yet on the ABSERCE
of the other does each depend, .

The body was made 10 be-2 sacrifice %o sin, and in the darmess
so it still is seen, Yet in the light of vision it is looked upon quite
differently. You CAN have faith in it to serve the Holy Spirit's goal,
and give it power to serve as meins to hgip the blind to see. But in
thetr soeing they look PAST it, as do you. The falth and the belief you
gave it BELONGS beyond. TYou gave perception and belief ard faith frem
mind to body. Let them now be glven back to what produced them, and ;:an
use them still to save 1tself from what it made. .

-0 -
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The Fear to Look Within

s e rpen, O Holy Spirit will WEVER tea.ch you that you are sinful, o
Errors He wm correct, but this makes no-one fearful. You are indeed

afraid to look within, and see the sin you think is there, This you

would not be fearful to admit, Fear in association with sin the ego

deens quite appropriate, and smiles approvingly It has no fear to let
you feel ashamed. It doubts not your belief and faith in sin, Its tenIples

“do not shake because of this, Your faith that sin is there but witnesses

to yowr desire that it EE there to see. This merely seems o be the sonrce
of fear. ‘

* Remember that the ego is not alone, Its rule IS tempered, and -,
its unknewn "enemy," Whom it cammot even see, it ;eai's. Loudly the ego
tells you not to lock imward, for if you do your eyes will light on sin,
and God w:i.ll strike you blind, This yen believe, and so you do nod lock.
Yot this is not the ego's hidden fear, nor yours who serve it. Ioudly in-
deed the ego claimz it is; TOO loudly and T00 often. For underneath this
constant shond and frantic proclamatibn, the ego is not certain it is so.
Bene_ath your fear to look within because of sin is Y2t another fear, and
one which makss tha ego tremble,

what if you looked within and saw ¥O gin? This "fearful® ques-
tion is one the ego NEVER asks. And you who ask it nowW ars thr‘e'aban:!ng
the ego's whole cefensive system too seriously for it to bother to pretend
it is your friend., Those who have Joined their brothers HAVE detachsd thenm-
selves from their belief that thelr identity lies in the ego. A holy re-

Jdationship is one in which you join with what is part of you in TRUTH, And

your bellef in sin has been ALREADY shaks:ﬁ, nor are you now entirely un-
willing to look within and see it rot. ,

Your ldberation still is only pertial; still limited and in-
complete, yet bera wiihin you. Not wholly mad, you have been willing to
look on mch of your insanity, ard recognize its madpess, Your fa.ith is

‘moving irward, past insarity azd on to reason. And what your reason tells
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" YoR Nowy the ego would not hear. The Holy Spirit's purposs was accepted

by the part of your mind the ego kmows not of. No more did YOU. And yey
this part, with which you now identify, is not afraid to look upon :LtseL
I3 KNOWS no sin, How, otherwise, could it have been willing to see the
Holy Spiritis purpose as its own"

_ This part has Seen your brother, and recognized him pﬂi‘ect]y
since time began., And it desired nothing but to join with him and %o be
free again, as once it was, It has been waiting for the birth of freedom;
the. scceptance of release to come to you; ‘And now you reéognize that 1+

-was no% the ego that jolned the Holy Spirit's purpose, and so there HUST .

be something else. 'rni_nk ot that THIS is madness, For this your R..,Asow
tells you, 'and it follows perfectly from what you have already learned.

There is no inconsistency in what the Holy Spirit teaches.
This 4s the reasoning of the SANE. - You have perceived the ego's madx‘lass,
and_ not been made afraid becanse you did not choose to share in it. At
times it still deceives you. Yet in your sanér moments, its ranting
strilkes no terror in your hearts. For you have realized that all the gift
it would withdraw from you, in ragé at your "presumptucis" wish to locx
within, you do rot WANT. A few remaining trinkets still seem to shine and |
cateh your eye. Yet you would not "sell"™ Heaven to have ‘bns-m.qxf And now
the ego 1S afraid. Yet what it hears in terror, the other part hears as
the sweetest mus:l.c ; the song it longed to hear since first the ego cams
into your mind

The ego's wealmess is its3 strength. The song of freedom, which
gings the praises of another world, briags to it hope of peace., For it
REMEMBERS Heaven, and now it sees that Heaven has come to earth at last,
from which the ego's rule has kept it out so long. Heaven has ceme be-
cause it found a home in your relationship on earth, And earth can hold

o longer what has been given Heaven as ita own.
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MR OTE Yook gently on each ot.her, and remember the ego's veakness i,

i dmarn

; revealed in both your sight., What it would keep apart has met and JOined

and looks upon the ego unafraid. Litile children, innocent of sin, follew
in gladness the way to certainty. Be not held back by fear's dnsane 35
sistence that éureness lies in doubt. This has mo meaning, What mattepg
1t to you how loudly it is proclaimed? The senseless is not mads meaning.
ful by repetition and by clamor. The quiet way is open, Follow it happily
and question not what mst be so, '

-0 -
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._.___,_Reason and Perception
Perception selects, and makes the world you see. It literauy

' pic\ks it out as the mind directs. The laws or 8ize and shape and bright-
ness would hold, perbaps, if other things were equa.l "'hey are NOT equal,
For what you look for you are far more likely to discover than what yoy
would prefer to ovsrlook. The still smal‘.!. Voice for Ged is not drowned
0135‘. by all the ego's raucons screams and senseless ravings to those who
WANT to hear it., Perception is a CHOICE, and not & fact. But on thig
choice depends far more than you may rezlize as yet. For on the voice you
choose to hear, and on the sights you choose 40 see, depends enti*ely your
whole belief in what you ARE, Percepbion is a witness but to this,

N"VER to reality. Yet it can show you the conditions in which awarenesg
of reality is possible, or those whers it conld never be,

Reality needs no cooperation from ywu to be itself. But your
awareness of it roeds your help because it is your choice., Listen to what
the 220 says and see what it dirscts you see, and it is sure that you will
see yourself as tiny, viinerable ard afraid., You will experiensz depressic
& sense of worthlessness, and feelings of impermanence and unréaliby. You
will believe that you are helpless prey to forces .far beyord your own con-
trol, and far more powerful than yon. And you will think the world som
made directs your destiny, For this will be your FAITH., Babt never believe
bacause it is your faith it makes reality,

Thers is another visien and another Voice in which your freedom

. les, awaiting but your choice, And if you place your faith in them ) you
will perceive another Self in Jou. Thie other Self sees miracles as
natural, They are as simple and as natural to It'as breathing to the body.
They are tha obvious response to calls for help, the only one It nakes,

Miracles seem wnnatural to tﬁe ego because it does not understand how
separate minds can influence each other. Nor COULD they do so. Put minds

- cannot BE separate. This other Self is perfectly aware of this. And thus

It recognizes that miracles do not affect another's mind, cnly Its Own,

There IS no other,

-~
-
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~* You do not realize the whole extent to which the idea of sepap.
ation has interfered with reason. Reason liea in the other Self yoy have
cud off from your avareness. And nothing you have aliowed to stay 4n 34
is capable of reason. How can the segunent of the mind dsvoid of Teason .
understand what reason is, or grasp the information it would give? Al
sorts of questions may arise in it, but if the basic question stems from
reasony it will not ask it. Like all that stems from reason, the basic
question is obvious, si.mple » and remains unasked, PBut think not reason
could not answer it. |

| .: God's plan for your salvation could not have been established
without your will and your consent, It must have been accepted by the Son .
of God, for what God wills for him he MUST receive, For God wills not
apart from him, nor does the Will of God walt upon time to be acecomplished
Therefore, what joined the Will of God must be in you MO, being eternal,

Tou must have set aside a place in which the Holy Spirit ecan abide, and
where He IS. He must have bsen there since the _need for Him arose, and’
was fulfilled in the saze instant., Such would your reason tell you, if
you listered. Yol such is clearly not the ego's "reasoning." Iis alien
nature to the ego is proof you will not find the answer there. Yet if it
mst be so, it must exist. And if it exists for you, and has( your freedonm
as the purpoée given 1t, you must be free to FIND it. .

Cod's plan is simple; never eircular ard never Self.defeating.
He has no Thoughts exvept the self-EXTENDING, and in tids your will wmust
be included. Thus, there must be a part of you that knows His Will and
shares It, It is not meaningful to ask if what must be is so, But it IS
mearingful to ask way you are UNAWARE of what is 59, for this must have an
answar if the plan of God for yorr salvation is complste. And it must BE
complete because its Source knows not of incompletion, Where would the
answer be btut in the Source? And wiere sre YOU but there » Wwhere this same

answer 1s? Your 1dentity, as mich a true effect of this same Source as is
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| - the answer, mst therefore be together and the sams,

' ‘ Oh.yes, you knaw this, and more than this alome. Yet any part
of knovledge threatens dissociation as much as all of it.. And 8ll of it
WIIL come with any part. Here is the part you can a.ccept. What reagon
points to you can see because the witnesses on its behalf are clear, Only
the totally insane can disrega.rd them, and you have gone past this, Reason
is a means which serves the Holy Spirit's purposs ip its ‘own right. It 4s
not re-interpreted and re-directed from the goal of sin, as are the others,
For reasgon is beyond the egofs range of means. _ :

E’aith and perception and belief can be misplaced -and serve the
great deceiver's needs as well as truth. But reason has no place at 211

in madness, .sor can it be adjusted to f£it its end. Faith and belief ave

._strong in madness » guidirg perception toward what the mind has vzlusd. But
reason enters not at all in this. For the perception would fall away at
once, if reason were applied. There IS no reason in insanity, for it de-
pends entirely on reasonts absence. The ego never uzes it bec_au.se it does
not realize that it exists. The partizlly insane have access to it, and
only thay have heed of it. Knowledge does not depend on it, and madness
keeps it out, |

The i:art of mind where rsason lies was dedicated, b‘y‘ your will
in union with your Father's, to the undoing of insanity, FHere was the

Holy Spirit's purpose accepted and accomplished, both at emcs, Reason is
allen to insanity, and those who use it have gained a means which CANNOT
be applied to sin, Enowledge is far beyond attairment of any kind. But
reason can serve to open doors you closed against it,

Tou have come very clese to this. Faith and belief have shifted,
‘and you have asked the questioﬁ which the ego will NEVER ask, Does not
your reasen tell you new the question must have ceme from something that

ALY
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el ~you 4o not knw, but mmst 'belong to m? Faith and belier, upheld by

réason, cannot fail to lead t.o changed perception. And in this change iu
room Rae way for vision. Vision extends beyond itself, as does the Puarpose

which it serves and all the means for its accemplishment.

---0 -
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Reason énd Corfﬁction _ - 59 -
P e -néagéh ganhot see sin but CAN see efrcrs, and 1eéda %o theip
correcﬁién.  I§ does not value them, but thelr correction. Reason wiyy
also tell you when you think you ein, you call for help, Yet if you wiiy
not accept the help you call, for, you will not believe that it is yours to
give. And £o you will mot give 1t, thus MATNTAINING the bellef, Fop yn.
corrected error of any ldnd deéeivas you about the power that is in you
to MAKE correction. If it can correct, and you allow it not $o do so, yo,
deny it to yourself and to your brother. And if he shares this same belief
you both Wil think that you are dammed. This you could spare him ang TOu:
SELF. For regson would not make way for correction in you alons.
* Correction carnot be #ccepted or refused by you WITEOUT your -
brother. Sin Fould maintain it can. Yet reason tells you that you cannoi_
 see your brother or yourseif as sinful, and still perceive the other irncce
Who looks upon himself as guilly and sees a sinless world? And who can seg
a sinful world ard look upon himself apart from it? Sin would maintain you
mst bz separate. But reasen tells you that this must be wrong. If you
are joined, how could it b2 that you have private thoughts? And hoy could
thoughts that enter into what but seems like yours alone have no effect at
all on what IS youre? If mirds ape Joined, this is iﬁpoésible._
- Nowons can think bud for~himsaif, as God thinks notQWithout Eis
- Son, Only were both in bodies could this be, Nor could one ming think onl.
for; 1tself unless the bedy WilE the mind, For only bodies ¢an be separate,
and therefore unreal. The home of madness cannot be the home of reason. |
Yot it is easy to leave the home of madness if you see reasen. You do not
leave insanity by going somewhere else, Tou leave it simply by accepticg
reason where madness was. Madness and reasen see the same things, but it i
certain that they look upon thei'&ifferently. _
Madness is an atiack on reason that drives it out of mirnd, and

takes its place. Reason does not attack, but tzkes the Place of madness
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.‘___quietly, replacing ma.&ness if it be the will of the insans o listen to

" it. Dut 'the insane know not their'will, For they believe they see the

body, and let their mdnass tell ﬁ‘bem it is real. Reason would be in-
capable of this, And if you would defend the body against your reason,
you will not nnderstand the body or yoursgelf,

The body does not separate you from your brother, and i_f you
think it does, you are insane. But madness has a  purpose, and believes it
also has the means to make its purpose real., To see the body as & barrier
between what reasen tells ybu HO’%T be Joined must be insane. Nor coule
you see i, if you; beard the voioe of reason. What can there be that
stands between what iz contimious? And if there is nothing in between,
how can what enters pard be kept away from other parts? Reason would tell
" you thie, But think what yox must recognize, if it be so,

' If you choose sin insteagd of healing, you would condemn the Son
of God to what can never be corrected. You tell him, by your cheice, that
he is damned; separate from you and from his Father forever, and without

a hope of gafe returm, ] You teach bim this, and you will learn of him
EXACTLY what you taught, For you can teach him only that he is as you
would have him, and what Yyou choose he be is but'youx_' choice for YOU. Yet
think not this is fearful, That you are joined to him is but'a fact, not
an interpretation., How can z fact be fearful unless it disagrees with what .
you hold more dear than truth? Reason will tell you that this fact is your
RELEASE. Nelther your brother nor yourself ean be attacked aloms, Put
neither can accept a miracle instead WITHOUT the other being blessed by it,
and healed of pain, _

Reason, like love, would reassure you, and seeks not to frignten
you. The power to heal the Son of God is g.ven-you because he MUST be one
with you, You ARE responsible for how he sees himself, And reason tells
you it is given you to change his whole mind, which is one with iou, in
Just an instant, And any instant serves to brirg complete correction of hi
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" ervors, and meke hinm whole. The instant that you choose to let YOURSELF
be healed, in that same instant is his whole salvation seen as complete
with yours. Reason is given you to understand that this is so, For
reason, kind as is the purpose for which it i3 the means, leads ztesadiyy
away from madness toward, the goal of truth. And here you will lay down
the burden of denying t.ruth. THIS is the burden that is ‘berrible s and not,
the truth, -

. That you are joined is your salvation; the gift of Heaven, not
' the gift of fear, Doeq_ Heaven seem to be 2 burden to you? In madness,
yes, And yet wha.t, madness sees mst be dispelled 'by reason.  Reason assure.
you Heaven is what you HANT, and ALL you want, Listen to Him Who speaks
. With reason, and brings.your reason into line with His. Be willing to let
.reason be the means by which He would direct you how to 1eav= insanity be~
hind, Hide not behind insanity, in order to escaps from reason. What mad-
ress would conceal, the Holy Spirit still holds out for everyons to look
tpen with gladness,

Tou ARE your brether's Saviour. He is YOURS. Reason speaks
happily indeed of this. This gracious plan was given love by Love, And
what Love plans is like Itself in this: “Being united, It would have you
learn what YOU must bes And being one with It, it must be given yeu to
gj.ve what It has given, and gives still. Spend but an instant in the glad
acceptance of what is given you to give your brother, and learn with him
what has been given BOTH of you.  To give is no more blessed than to re-~
ceive. But peliher is it less, _

The Son of God is ALWAYS blessed as one. And as his gratitude
goes out to you who blessed 'hﬁ, reason will tell you that it ezpnot be
you stand apart from blessing, | The gratitude he offers you reminds you of
the thanks your Father gi.veé you for completing Him. And here alone does
reason teil you that you can understand what you must be. Your Father is
a8 close to you as is your bi'ot.her. Iét wnat is there that could be nearer
Jyou than is your Self?
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“ g power that you have over the Son of God is not 8 threat ¢,

"hu reality, It but ATTESTS to it Where could his fresdam lie byt in

himself, if he be free alrea&v? And who could bind him but h:!.mself, if -

he deny his freedom? God is not mocked; no more Fis Son can be imprisoneq
gave by his own desire, And. 11'. is by his own desire that he is freed, Suc
is his strength, and not his weakness. He IS at his own mercy. And vhere
he chooses to be merciful, there is he free. But where he chooses to con.
demn instead, there is he held a prisoner, waiting in chains his pardon op
himself fo set him free, . RS

-
-
-

-0 -
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Perception and Wishes

- - Do you not see that all your misery comes from the atra.nge be-
lief that you are poverlees? Being helpless is the COST of sin, Helpless-
ness is sin's conda.tion, the one requirement that it demands to be believeq
Only the helpless COULD believe in it. Enormity has no appeal. save to the
little. And only those who fifst believe that they ARE 1ittle could see
attraction there. Treachery to the Son of God is the defense of those whe
do not identify with him., And you are for him or against him; either you
love him or attack him,' protect his un;ty or see him shattered and slain by
your attack. - . ' . |
No-one believes the Son of God is powerless, And those who see
thémsel_ﬁes as helpless MUST believe that they are not the Son of God. What
can they be EXCEPT his enemy? And what can they do bt envy hin his power,
ard by their envy make themselves afraid of it? These are the dark ones,
silent ani ai‘raid alone and not cemmunicating, fearful the power of the Sc
of Cod will sirike them dead, and raising up their helplsssness against him
They Join the army of the powerless, to wage their war of vengeance, bitter
ness and spite on him, to make him one with them. Bscause they do not know
That they ARE ons with him, they know not whom thes y bate, They are indesd _
a sorry army, each one as L.'zcmy to attack his brother or turm upon hizself
as to remember tbey thought they had a coermon cause. f |
Frantie and loud and strong the dark ones seem to be, TYet they
kniow not their enemy, except they HATE him. In hatred they have come to-
gether, but have not joined each other., For had they done 8o, hatred
would be mpossible._ The amy of the powerless must be disbanded in the
presence of strength. Those who ara strong are NEVER treacherous, because
they have no need to dream of power and to act out their dream, How would
an army act in dreams? Any w2y at all. It could be seen attacldng amyons
with anything, Dreams have no reason in them. A flower turns into a
. polsoned spear, a child beccmes a glant and a mouse roars like a lion.
Ard love is turmed to hate as easily, This is no army, but a madhouse.,
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. 'What seems %o be a planmed attack is bedlam. ,

Thq army of the powerless is weak indeed,- It has no weapons aad
it has no enemy., Yes, it can overrun the wérld and SEEK an enemy, mys it
can pever find what is not thez;'e; .!’és, it can DREAM it found an enemy, by
this will shift even as it atta;;.:ks, éo that it runs at once to fing anothe;
and never comes to rest in victbry, And as it runs, it turns againet {4¢.
self, thinking it caught a glixipse_ of the g;eat enewmy which always eludes
its murderous attack by turning into something else. How treacherous does
thls enemy appear, who changeg so it is impossible even to recogmize him}

_ Yet hate must have a target. Thire can be o faith in sin with-
out an enemy. Who that believes in sin would DARE believe hé-has no
enemy? Could he admit that no-cne made him powerless? Reason would suzel;
bid him seek no longer what is not there to find. Yet first he must be .
willing to perceive a world where i% is not. Tt is pot necessary that he
understand KOW he can see it, Nor should he try., For if he focusses on |
what he cannot understand, he will but emphasize his helplessness s and Jet
sin tell him that his enemy must be HIMSELF, Zut let him only ask nimsels
these questions, which he must decide to have it dene for him:

"Do I DESIRE 2 world I rule instead of ope which rules me?"

"Do I DESIRE a world where I am powerful instead of hslpless?"

"Po I DESIRE a world in which T have no enenies and cannot sin?"

"And do I want to see what I denied BECAUSE it is the truth?®
' Tou have already answersd the first taree questions, but not yet
the last. For this one still seems fearful, and unlike the ethers. Yst
reascn would assure you they are all the same. We said this year would
emphasize the sameness of things that ARE the same, This final question,
which iz indeed the last you need decide, still seems to hold a threat the
rest havé lost for you. And this imagined differesnce attests to your be-
1def that truth may be the enemy you yet may find, Here, then, would seen
to 59 the last remaining hops of finding sin, and not accepting power.
. Forget not that the choice of truth or sin, power or helplessness
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: "I ‘the éiz:oice of whether to attack ér heal. For healing comes of bower,

and attack of helplessness. Vhom you attack you CARNOT want to hea),
And whom you would have healed must be the one you chose to be PROTEGTED
from attack, And what is this decision but the cholce whether to see him
throﬁgi: the body's eyes, or let him be revealed to you through vision?
HOW this decision leads to its effects is not your problem. But what you
WANT to see MUST be your choice. @his is a course in CAUSE; and not effect,
‘ - Consider carefully your answer to the last question you have left
unanswered etiil. And let your reason te.‘;l you that it must BE answéreds
and IS answered in the other 'lghreé. - And then it will be clear to you that,
as you look or the effects of sin in any form, 211 you need do is simply
ask yourself, .

"Is this what I would see? Do I WANT this?"
This is your OHE decision; this the condition for what ocowrs. It is
irrelevant to HOW it happens, but not to WHY, You EAVE control of this,
And if you choose to see a world without an eremy, in which you are not
helpless, the maéns o see it WILL be given you.

‘Why is the final question so important? Rsasen will tell veu
why, It is the same as are the other three except in TIME, The others
are dscisions which can be made and then wrmade and made agai;z. But truth
is constant, and implies a state where vasillations are impc;ssible. You
can desire a world you rule which rules you not, and change your mind,

You can desire to exchange your helplessness for power, and lose this same
desire as a little glint of sin attraets you. And you can want to see a
sinless world, and le% an "ensmy" tempt you to use the body's eyes and
c¢hange what you desire,

In content 211 the questions ARE the sames, For each one asks
if you are willing to exchange the world of sin for what the Holy Spirit
sees, since- it is this the world of sin denies. And therefore those who
lock on sin are seeing the denial of the real world, Yei the last question
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adds_the. wish for CONSTAI\;CY in your desire to see the real world, so ‘the
-desire becomes the ONLY one you have., By answering the fimal qusation '
"yes," you add sincerity to the decisions yocu have already made to all tpe
rests For only then have you renounced the option to change your ming
again. When it is this you do NOT want, the rest ARE wholly answered,

) " Why do you think you are'uneure the others HAVE been answered?
Could it be necessary they be asked so often, if they had? Until the last
deselsion has been made, the answer is both "yes" and 'no." For you haye
answered "yes" without perceiving that "yes' MUST mean not no." No-one
decides against his happiness, but he': may do 8o u‘ .he does not. Ssee he does .
it. And if he sees his happiness as ever. changing, now this, now that, and
now an elusive. shadow attached to mothing, he DOES decide against it. '
’ | Elusive happiness, or happines; in changing form that shifts with
" time and place, is an i{1lusion which has no meaning, Happiness MUST be con-
stant, because it is attained by giving up the wish for ths INcomstant, dJoy -
cannot be perceived EXCEPT through constant vision., And constant visior can
be glven only those who WISH for constancy, The power of the Son of God's
desire remains the proof that he is wrong who sees himself as helpless.
Desire what you will, and you WILL look on it and think it real. No thought
but bas the power to release or ki1l. And none can leave the thinker's mind,
or leave him unaffected,
The Inner Shif¢

- A:'Ee £houghts, then, dangerous? To bodies, YES! The thoughts that
geenm to kill are those which teach the thinker that he CAN be killed, And
g0 he dies BECAUSE o.f wha{ he learned, He goas frem 1ife to death, the

final proof he valued the inconstant more than conetancy. Surely he THOUGHT
he wanted happiness, TYet he did not desire it BECAUSE it was the truth, and
therefore HUST be constant., _

The constancy of joy 1s a condition quite alien to your under-
atanding, Yet if you could even imagine what 1t must be,” you would desire
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, '::m, although you nnderstand it not.

. The constancy of happiness has no exceptions; no change of any
kind. It is unshakable as is the Iove of God for His creation. Sure ip
ﬂ.s vision as its Creator is in what He knows, it looks on everything and
sees it is the same, It sees not the ephemeral, for it desires that every-
ttﬁng be 1ike itself, and sees it so, Nothing has power to confound its
consta.ncy because its own desire cannct be shaken, It comes as surely unto
those who see the final question is mecessary to the rest, as peace must
Xome to these whe choose to heal and not ézo judge.

) Reason will tell you that you CANNOT ask for happiness in"con- -
stantly. For if what you desire you receive, and happiness is constant,
then you need ask for it but ONCE to have.it ALWAYS, And if you do mot

. have it always, being what it is, you did not ask for it. For no-one
fails to ask for his desire of something he believes holds out some pro-
mise of the powef of giving it. He may bte wrong in what he agks, where,
and of w! hat, Yel he WILL ask because de5ire is a request, an asking for,
and made by one wnon God Eimself will naver fail to answer. Cod has al-
ready given him a1l that he REALLY wants. Yet what he is uncerizin of, _
Cod CANNOT give. For he does rot desire it while he remains uncertain, ax
God's giving must be incomplete unless it is received, . |

You who camplete God's Will and are His happiness, whosz will is
powerful as His, a power that is not lost in your illusions, think care-
fully why it should be you have not yet decided how\ you would answer the
final question. Your answer to the othsrs has mads it possible to help
you be but partially insane, And yet it is the final one that realiy asks
if you afe willing to be WhOLT..Y sans,
¥hat ié the holy insfant but God's appeal to you to recognize

¥nat He has given you? Here 1s the great appeal to reason; the awarsness
of what is always t&ex‘e to ses, the -happiness that could be always yours.

Here is the constant peace you could experience ferever. Hers is what
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3% dofiial ‘hids denied REVEALED to you. For here the f£inal question is ALREADY

answéfed, -and what you ask for given. " Here is the future NOW, for 4ime is
powerless because of your desire for what will never change. For you have
asked that nothing stand between the holiness of your relationship and your
AWARENESS of 4.ts holiness, s ‘
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