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Chapter 19
BEYOND THE BODY

‘ We said before that, when a’ situation has been dedicated wholly %o
truth, peace is inavitable. Its attainment is the criterion by which the
wholencss of the dedication can be safely assumed., Yot we also said that
"peace without faith will NEVER be attained for what is wholly dedicated to
. truth as 1ts only goal is brought o truth BY falth, This faith encompasses
everyons involved, for only'thus the situation is perceived as meaningfyl .
and as a whole. And everyone must be involved in it, or else your faith is
1imited and your dedication incomplete.

Every situation, properly perceived, becomes an opportunity to heal
the Son of God, And he is healed BECAUSE you offered faith to hin, giv:h:‘a
him to the Holy Spirit and releasing him from every dsmand your ego would
make of him, Thus do you see him free, and in this vision does the Hely
Spirit share. And since He shares it He has given 1%, and so He heals through
YOU, It is thls Joining Hin in a united purpose which makes this purpose real
because you make it WHOLE, And this IS healing, The body is healed, becauﬁe
you came without it and jolned the Mind in which all bealing rests,

Healing ard the Mind

The body cannot heal, because it cannot make itself sick, It NEEDS
no healing, Its health or sickness depends entirely on hew the mind par-
celves it, and the purpose whlch the mind would use it FOR, 4And it is obvious
that a segment of the mind CAN see itself as separated from the Universal Pur-
pose, When this occurs, the body becomss its weapon, used AGAINST this Purpose
. to demonstrate the "fact" that separation has occurred, The bedy thus becomss

" the instrument of i1lusion, acting accordingly; seeing what is not there,
hearing what truth has never sald, and behaving 1nsanely, being imprisoned BY
insanity.

Do not, overlook our earlier statement that faithlessness leads atraight
to 11lusions, For f= ithlessness is the perception of a brother as a body,
and the body camnot be used for purposes of union,” If, then, you ses
your brother AS a body, you have established a condition in which uniting

’- B
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with him becomes impossi;ble. Your faithlessness to him has separated you
from him, ‘and kept you BOTH apart frcm- being healed. Your faithlessness has;
thus opposed the Holy Spirit's purpose, and brought illusions; centered on
the BODY, to stand between you.u And the body WII.L seem to be sick, for you
 have made of it an "enemy" of healing, and the opposite of truth,

It cannot be difficult to realize that faith must be the opposite
of faithlessness, Yet the difference in how they operate is less apparent,
though it follows directly from the fundamental difference in what they are.
Faithlessness weuld always limit and attack; faith would remove all limita-
tions and make whole. Faithlessness would interpose i1lusions between the
Son of God and his" &eatof; fatth would remove all obstacles that seem to
rise between them, Faithlessness is wholly dedizited to iliusions; faith
vwholly to truth,  Partial dedication is impossible. Truth is the ABSENCE
of 11lusion; illusion tha ABSENCE of truth. _

 Both cannot EE together, nor perceived in the same place, To
dedicate &oursei_!.f to both is to set up a goal forever impessible to attain,
for part of it is gought through Ii:.he bedy, thought of as a mears for seeking
ouv reslity th_rough attack, while the other part would heal, and therefore
calls upon the mind and MOT the body, The insvitable compremise is the be-
lief that ths BODY 'mnst be healed, and NOT the mind, For this.divided geal
_has given both an egual reality, which could be possible only if the mind
1s limited to the bedy, and divided into little parts of seceming wholenress,
but without connection. This will no® hamm the bedy, but it WILL keen the
'delusional thought system in the MIND,

Here; then, i3 healing heeded. Ard it is here that healing IS.
For God gave healing not APART from sickness 3 nor established remedy whers
slckness cannot be, .They are TOGETHER, and when they are SEEN together,
all attempts to keep both truth and i1lusion in the mind, where both MUST

be, are recognized as dedication to ILLUSION; and given up when brought to



ﬁtruth, and ssen as totslly unreconcil‘able with truth, in any respegt or :in
“any way. i , . :

Truth and illusion have m connaction. This will remain forever
. true, however much you seek to conneet them. But 11lusions are ATHAYS
connected, as is truth, Each is united, a complete thought syatem, but
totally disconnected %o each other, "Where there Is ne overlap, there separ
ation must be complete. And to perceive this is to recognize where separa-
tion IS; and where it must be healed. The result of an idez is never
separate from its source, .The IDEA of separation produced the b_c'_}cbr,- and
remains comnscted to it, making it sick because of its identification with -
it. You think you are protecting the body by hiding this connec’c.;lon, for
this concealment seems to keep your identification safe from the "attack" of
truth,

If you but understood how much this strange concealment has hurt
your mind, and how confused your own identification has beccue because of
it! Yew do not see how great the devastation wrought by your faithlegsness,
For i‘az.t‘xlssanmsa is an atiack which s2ems to be Justified by its RESULTS,
For by srithholding faith, you see what IS unworthy of 1t, and cannot look
beyond the barrier to what is Joined with you,

To have faith is to heal, It is the sign that you have accepied
the Atonement for yourself, and wouid therefore share it, By faith, you offe
ths gift of freedom from the past, which YOU received, You do not use any-
thing your brother has; dene tefore to condemn him NOW, You freely checose to
overlook bis errors, lcoking past all barriers ‘between your self and his,
and seeing them as one, And in that ons you see your faith is fully
Justified, There IS rno justification for Taithlessness, but faith is ALWAYS
Justified, -

Faith i3 the opposite of fear, as much a part of love as fear is
of attack, Faith is the acknowledgfment of union., It is the gracious acknow
ledgment of everyona as a Son of yowr most loving Father, loved by Him like
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! you, end therefore loved by you as yourself. It is His Love that Joins

you, and for His Love you would keep no-one separate from YOUR3S, Each one
appears just as he is perceived in the holy instant, united in your purpose
to be relsased fr;m guiZ_Lt, You saw the Christ in him, and he was healed be-
cause you looked on what makes faith forever justified in everyone,

Faith :!:s the gift of God, through Him Whom God has given y-ou.
Faithlessness looks upon the Son of God, and judges him umworthy of forgive-
ness, Put through the eyes of faith, the Son of God is seen ALREADY for-
given, free of a3l the gullt he laid upon himself, /Faith sees him only Now /'
bacause it looks not to the past to judge him, but would see in him only
what it would see in YOU, It sees not through the body's eyes » nor looks to
bodies for its justificat:;on. It is the messenger of the new percaption,
sent forth to gather witnesses unto its coming, and to return their ressages
to you. Faith is as easily exchanged for knowledge as is the real world,
For faith arises from the Foly Spirit's perception, and is the aig‘n you share
it with Him, Faith is a gifs you offar to the Son of God through Him, and
wholly acceptable to hls Father as to him, And therefore offered YOU,

Your holjr relaticnship, #with its new purpese, offers yeu faith to
give unto each other. Your faithlessress had driven you apart, and so yeu
did not recognize saivation in each other. Yot faith UNITES you in the
holiness you see, not through the body's eyas, but in the sight of Him Vho
Joined you, and in Whom YOU are united, Grace is not given to a vody, but
to a MIND, And the mind that receives it looks instantly beyond the body,
and sees the holy place where it was healed, THERZ is the altar where the
grace was glven, in which it standé. Do you, then, offer grace and blessing
to each other, for you stand at the same altar, where grace was laid for BOTH
of yous And be you healed by grace together, that YOU may haal theough faith

In the holy instant, you stand before the altar Cod has raised
unto Himself and BOTH of yoa. Lay faithlessness aslde, and come to it
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'bogather. There will you see the miracle of your relationship as it wag
'made again through faith, And there it is that you will realize that there
is nothing faith cannot forgive, No error interferes with its calm sight,
which brings the miracle of healing with equal ease to ALL of them. - For
what the messengers of love are sent to do THEY DO, returning the glad
tidings that it was done to you who atand together befowe the altar from
which they ware sent forth.
As faithlessness will keep your little k:!.ngdo_ms barren and separate,
80 wilJ. faith help the Holy Spirit prepare the ground for the most holy garder
which He would make of it, For faith brings peace, and so it calls on truth
to enter and make love'ly what has already been prepared.for lovelinsss,
Truth follows faith and peace, completing the process of making lovely which
they begin, For faith is still a lsarning goal, no longer needed when the
lesgon has been learned. Yet truth will stay forever.
| Let, then, your dedication be to the eternal » and learn how NCT to

interfere with it and make i% slave to time, For what yem think you do to
the etornal you do +o YOU. Vhon God croated as His Sen is slave to nothing,
ba2ing lord of 211 along with his Creauor. You can enzlave a body, tut an
IDEA is free, incapable of being kept in prison, or limited in any way ex-
¢ept by the mind that thought it, For it remains joined to its soumce ,

- which is its jailor or its liberator, according to which it chocses as its
purpose for itself,
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Sin versus Error .

It 18 essential that error be not confused with "sin,® and 3¢
is this distinction which makes salvation possible. For error can be
corrected, and the wrong made right. But =in, were it possidle, would be
irreversibls, The belief in 8in 4s necessarily based on the firm convietion
that MINDS, not bodias, can attack. ~And thus the mind IS guilty, and wil)

- forever so remain unlqgs 2 mind not part of it can give it absclution, Sin

calls for punishment as error for correction, and the belisf that punishment
IS correction is cleérlv insana, _

Sin is not an error, for sin entails an arrogance which the ides
of error lacks, To sin would be to vidlate reality, and to SUCCEED, Sin -
is the proclamatien that attack is real and guilt 18 Justified. It assumes
the Son of Ged is guilty, and has thus succeeded in loging his innocence,
and making himself what Cod created not. Thus is creation seen as not
eternal, and the Will of God open to opposition and defeat. Sin is the
"grand illusion underlying all the ego's gradiosity. .For by it, God Him-
self 1s changed and rendered incowpleta,

The Son of God can be mistaken; he can deceive himﬂel 3 ha can
even turn the power of his mind against himself. But he CARNOT sin. Thera
is nothing he can do that wowld REALLY change his reality in any way, nor
make him really guilty, That is what sin would do, for such id its purposs,
Yet for all the wild insanit, inherant in the whole idea of sin, it is
IMPOSSIBLE, For ths wages of sin IS death, and how can the imortal die?

+ A major teret in the ego's insane rellgion is that sin i3 not

“error but TRUTH, and it is INVOCENCF that would deceive. Purity 4s seen

a8 arrogance, and the acceptance of the self as slnful is perceived as
holiness. 4And 4t is this doctrine which replaces the reality of the Son of
God as his Father created him, and willed that he be forever, Is this
bumility? oOr is it, rather, an attempt to wrest creation AWAY from truth,
and kaep it separate?

Any attempt to re-interpret sin as error is always indefensible
to the ego, The idea of sin is whelly sacrosanct to its thought system, and
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cmite unapproachable except throubh reverence and awe, It is the most.
“holy" concept in the ego'a System; lovely and powerful, wholly true, and
twcessarily protacted w:l.’c,h every defense at its disposal. For here lies
:t-'ts "best" defense, vhich a'll the others serve, Here is its armor, its pro-
tection, and ths fundamental purpose of the special relationship in its
| Jnterpretation, : - -
" It can indeed be sald the ego made its world on sin. Only in such

a world could everything be upside-down. This is the strange 11lusion which
'?ma.ke_s- the clouds of guift seem heavy and impenetrable, The solidness this
._world's foundation seems to have is found in this., For sin has:changed
. creatdon from an Idea of. God to an ideal the ego wamtsy a world IT rules ’
;nade up of boc;lies, mindless and capable of complete corruption and decay,
.ZI_Zf this is a mistake, it can be undone easily by truth, Any mistake can be
corrected, if truth be left to judse it. Bub if the mistalce is given the
STATUS of truth, to what can it be broﬁ'ght? The *holiness" of sin is kspt in
pPlacs by just this strange device, As trutk it is inviolate s and everything
is brought to IT for judgment. As a mistake, IT must be brought to truth,
It is Imposzible to have faith in sin, for cin IS5 faithisssness, Yet i3 IS
possible to have faith that a mistake can be corrected,

There is no stens in all the ego's embattled citadel more heavily
- Gefended than the idea that sin is real; the ratural expression of what the
Son of God has made himself to be, and what he IS, To the ego, this is NO
MISTAKE, For this IS its reality; this is the “truth" from which escape will
always be impossible, This is his past, his present and his future. For he
has somshow managed to corrupt his Father, and changed Kis Mird completely,
Hourn, then, the death of Cod, Whom sin has killed! And this would be the
ego's wish, which in its madmess it thinks it has ACCOMPLISHED,

Would you not RATHER that all this be nothing more than a mistake s
entirely correctable, and so easily escaped from that its whole correction

1s 1ike valking through a mist into the sun? For that is all 4t %s. Perhaps
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~you would be tempted to agree with the ego that :!.t is far better to be sinful
Yet think you carefully before you allow yourself to make

this choice. Approach it not 1ighily, for ib IS, ‘the choice of hell or

Heaven,

'Y



Tha Unreality of Sin )
- _ -The at. traction of guilt is found in 8in, not error. Sin will be
repeated BECAUSE of this attraction. Fear can become 80 acute that the sin
is dem.ed the acting out, but while ths guilt remains attractive the mind
will suffer, and not let go of the idsa of gin, For guilt still calls to

it, and the mind hear.s it and yearns for it, ma.ld.ng itself a willing captive
to ite sick appeal. Sin isan idea of evil that EANNOT be corrected, and
will bs forever desirable. As én essential part of what the ego thinks you
are; you will ALWAYS want i;b. .And only an avenger, with a mind unlike your
own, could stamp it out through fear. - _

The ego does not think it possible that love, not i"ea:r, is reaily.
~called upon by sin, and always ANSHERS. For the ego brings sin to FEAR, de~
manding punishment., Yet punishment is but another form of guilt!s protection
for what is deserving punishment must have been really DONE, Punishment is
always the great praserver of sin; treating it with respect, and honoring its
enormity. For what you think is real you WANT, and will not let it go, An
error:, or the cther hand, is not atirartive, What you sez clearly as a mis-
take you WANT corrected,

Som:.times a sin can be repeated over and over, with obviously dis-
tressing results, but without the lecss of its eppeal., And suc.denly, you
change its status from a sin to a mistake., Now you will not repeat it3 you

" will merely stop and let it go, unless the guilt REVATNS. For then you will
but, change the FORM of sin, granting that it was an error, but keeping i%
uncorrectable, This is not really a change in your perception, for it is
SIN that calls for punishment, not error. The HEoly Spirit CANNOT punish
sin, Mistakes He recognizes, and would correct them all as God entrusted Him
to do., But sin He knows not, nor can He reccgnize mistakes which cannot be
correctéd. For a mistake which cannot be correctad is meaningleas to Him.

Mistakes are FOR correction, and they caﬁ for‘nothing elee,

What calls for punishment must call for nothing. Every mistake MUST be 2
call for love, What, then, is sin? What could it be but a mistake you would
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keep hidden, a call for help that you would keep vnheard and thus unanswered;
In time, the Holy Spirit clearly sees the Son of God can make mistakea.

On this you share His vision, Yet you do not share His recognition of the
difference betwsen time and eternity. And when correction is completed,

time IS eternity. .

Time is like a downward spiral which seems to travel down froma .
long, unbroken lins along another-plane, but which in no way breaks the
line, or interferes with its smooth comtimuousness, Along the spiral, it
seems as 1f the line must have been broken., Yet at the line, its wholeness
is apparent. Everything seen from the spiral is misperceived, but as you
approach the line, you realizé that it was not affected by the drop into’

another plans at all, Yet from the plane, the line seems discontinuous.
And this is but an error in perception, which can be easily corrected in the
MIND; although the body's eyes will ees no change, The eye= see ﬁany things
the mind corrects, and you respond, not to the eyes' illusions, but to the
mindfs CORRECTIONS.

You see the line as broken, and as you shift to different aspacts
of the spiral, the 1lire looks different, Yed in your mind 1s One Who imows
it 1s unbroken, and forever changaless. . This One can teach you how to look
on time different t1y and ses BETOXD it, but not while you believe in sin, In
error, ye3, for this can be corrected by the mind, But sin is ths belief
that your perception is unchangeadble, and that the mind must accept as true
what it is told through it, If it does not obey, the mind is Judged insare,
The 6n1y power which could change perception is thus kept impotent, held to
the body by the FEAR of changed perception which its Teach 8T ¥ho is ons
with it, would bring,

When ycou are tempted to believe that sin is real, remember this:
If sin is real, both God and you are not, If creaticn is extension, the
Creator must have extended Himself, and it is impossible that whai is part
of Him i3 totally unlike the rest, If sin is real, God must be at war with
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. Himself. . He must be split, and torn betwsen good and evil;'.pé.rtly sane
and partially insane. For He must have created what wills to destroy Him,
and has the POWER to do 50, Is it not easier to believe that YOU have been
nistaken than to believe in this? -
Yhile you believe that your reality or your bz"ot#xer's is bounded
by a body, you will believe in &in. While you believe thgt bodies can
unite, you will find guilt attractive, and believe that sin is precious,
For the belief that bodies 1imit mind leads to a perception of the world in
which the proof of separation seems to be everywhere. And God and His rereatic
seem to bé split apart and overthrown., For sin would PRO‘-VE what God citeated
holy éould_ not prevail against it, nor remain itsélf before t‘.he power of sin,
Sin is perceived_ as MIGHTIER than God, before which God Himself must bol, and
offer His creation to its conqueror, Is this humility or madness?
' If sin were real, it would forever be beyond the hope of healing.
For there would be a power beyond God's, capable of making another will which
could attack His Will and OVERCOME It; and give His Son a will apart from His,
and STRONGZR., And each part of Cod's fragmented creation would have a differ-
ent will, oppocsed to His, and in eternal opposition to Him and to each other,
Your holy relationship has y &8 1ts purpoze now, the goal of proving this is
impossible, Heaven has smiled wpon it, and the belief in sin has been up-
-‘ rooted in its s;aiq.e of love, You see it still becausge you do not realize
tha-t its FOUNDATION has gone., Its source has been removed, and so it can
be cherished but a 1little while before it vanishes, Only the habit of
LOOKING for it still remains,
And y=t you look a;ith Heaven's snile ﬁpon your lips, and Heaven's
Lessing on your sight. %You will not see it lonz, For in the new per-
- ception, the mind corrects it when it seems to be slaen,_ and it becomes in-
visible, And errors are quickly recognized and quickly given to correction;
to be healed, not hidden., You will be healed of sin and all its ravages
the instant that you give it no power over each other. And yon will help
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each othé'xf 'ovércoma mistakes by joyously releasing ons another from the
belief in sin. _ ' : :

In the holy instant, you will see the smlle of Heaven shining on
BOTH of yéu. And you will shine upon each other, in glad acknowledgment 61‘
the grace that has been gi.ven you. For sin will not prevail against a un:l:.on
Heaven has smiled upon, Your percefgtion wag healed in the holy instant R
Heaveﬂ gave you. Forget what you have seen, and raise your eyes in faith
to what you MW can see. The .barriers to Heaven will disappear before your
holy sight, for you who were sightless have been given vision, and you c§n
see. Look not for what has been removed, but for 'I;.he glory that has been
resféred for you to see.’ |

Look upon your Rodeemer, and bshold what He would show you in each

other, and let not sin arise again to blind your eyes. For sin would keep

you separate, but your Redeemer would have you look upon each other as your-
self. Your relationship is now a temple of healing; a place where all the
waary ones can comz and find rest. Here is the rest that waits for 211,
after the Journmey., And it is brought nearer to all by your relationship.

As this peace extends from desp inside yourselves to embrace all
’_c.ha Sonship and give it rest, it will encounter many obstacles, Some of
them you will try to impose. Cthers wil) seem to ariss from elsewhere; from

" your brothers, and frem various aspects of the world outside, Yet peace will

gently cover them, extending past completely unhindered. The extension of
the Holy Spirit!'s purpose from your relationship to others » 1o bring them
gently in, will quietly extend to every aspect of your lives s Ssurrounding
both of you with glowing happiness and the ‘calm awareness of complete pro-
tection, And you will carry' its message of love and safety and freedom to
everyone whe draws nigh unto your temple, where healing waits for him.

Tou will not wait to give him this, for you will call to him and
he will answsr you, recognizing in your call the Cz1l of God. And you will
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.- draw h.:Lm :!.n and give him resty as it was given you. All this will you do,

- Yet the peace which already 1133 deeply within mast first expand, and flow
across the obstacles you placed Jbefore it. This will you do, for nothing
" undertaken with the Holy ._S»pirit remaing unfinished. You can indeed be sure
of nothing you see outside you, but of this you CAN be sures . The Holy Spirit
asks that you offer Him a reéting—piace where you will rest in Him. He
ansﬁ'ered you, and entered your relationship., Would you not now return His
graciousness, and enter into a relationship with Him? For it is He Who
offered your relationship tl':'e gift of holiness, without which it would have
. been forever impossibie to appreclate each other.

The - gratitude you owe to Him He asks but that YOU receive for Him.

And when you look with gentle graciocusness upon each other, you ARE beholding
Him, For you are looking where He IS, and nou apart from Him, You cannot
see the Holy Spirit, but you CAN sse your brothers truly. -And the ligh’c. in
then will show you all that you nced to see.. When the peace in you has been
extended to enccmpass everyone, the Holy Spiritfs function here will be
accomplished. Vhat need is thers for seeing, then? When God has taken the
last step Himself, the Holy Spirit will gather all your thacks and gratitude
which you have offsred Him, and lay them gently before His Creator in the
name of His rmest holy Son. And the Father will accept thenm :Ln‘I:.Iis Neme,
What need is there of seeing, in the presence of His gratitude?

-0 -
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Obstacles to Peace
I, The’ Desire to Get Rid of It
Tha_ first obstacle that peace must flow across is your desire to

get RID of it, For it cannot extend unless you KEEP it, You are the center
from which it radiates outward s to-call the others in, You are its home; its
tranquil dwﬁlling-place, from which it gently reaches out, but never leaving
You, If you would make it homeless, how can it abide within the Son of God?
If it would spread across the whole creation, it must begin with you, and

FROM you #each to everyone who calls, and bring him rest by joining you.

Why would you want peac.a homeless? What do you think that it must
disposses, to dwell with you? What seems to be the cost you are so umiilling
to pay? The little barrder of sand still stands between you, Would you re-
inforce it NOW? You are not asked to let it go for yourselves alone, Cmrist
asks it of you for Himself., He would bring peace to everyone, and how can He
do this EXCEPT through you? Woulc_! you et a 1little bank of sand, a wall of
dust, a .tihy seeming barrier, stand between your brothers and salvation? And
yet,1iv IS this 1little remrant of attosk you cherish #till against sach other
that is the firs{ obstacle the peace in you encounters in its going forth.
This 1ittle wall of hatred wonld stdll oppose the Will of God, and keep It
limited. .

The Holy Spirit's pwrpose resis in peace wiihin you. Yet you are
still urwilling to let it join you wholly, You still oppese the Will of God,
Just by a little, Ard that 1ittle is a limit you would place upon the whole.
God's Will is One, not many, It has no opposition, for there is nons beside
It. Wbat you would still contain behind your llittle barrier and keep separate
from each other seems mightier- than the universe, for it would hold back the
_ undverze and its Creator, This little wall would hide the purpose of Hoaven,
and keep it FROM Heaven. .

Would you thrust salvation away from the GIVER of salvation? For

such have you become, Psace could no mora depart frem you than from God,
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Fear not this little obstacle. It canmot contain the Will of God. Peace

. WILL flow across it, and Join you without hindrance. Salvation cammot BE

withheld frem you. It is your PURPOSE., You CANNOT will apart from this,
You have no purpose apart from each other, nbr:’apart from the one you asked
the Holy Spirit to share with you. The 1ibtle wall will £all away so
quietly bensath the wings of peace! For peacq will send its messengers
from you to all the world. .And barriers will fall away before their coming
as easily as those which you would interpose will be surmounted.

To overcome the world is no more c_ii:._-fi‘ficult than tb surnount your
little wall. For in the miracle of your fel’at.ionship, w;lthoutﬁxj.s barrier,' ’
is EVERY miracls contained. There is no order of difficulty in miracles,
for they are all the SAME, EFach is a gentle winning over from the appeal of
guilt to the appeal of love. FHow can this FAIL to be accoemplished, wherever
1t is undertaken? Cuilt can raise no real barriers against it., And all that
seems to stand between you must fall away because of the appeal you answered.
For from you who answsred, He Who answered you would ¢all, WHis bkome is in
your holy relationshin, Do rob attempt to stand between Him and His holy
purpose, for it is yeours, But let Him quietly extend the miracle of your
relationship to everyons contained in 1t as it was given,

Thers is a hugh in Heaven, a happy expectancy, a little pause of
gladness in acknowledgment of the Journey's end, For Heaven lmows you well,
as you know Heaven. No illusions stand between you now, Look not upnon the
little wall of shadows. The sun has risen OVER it. How can a shadew keep
you from the sun? No more can you be kept by shadows from the light in
which illusions end. Every miracle is but the end of an 11lusion, Such was
the journsy; sveh its ending. And in the goal of truth which you aceepted
must ALL illusions end. | '

.The 1ittle, insane wish to gst rid of Him Whom you invited in and
push Him out MUST preduce oonflict. As you look upon the world, this little
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wish, uprooted and floating aimlessly, cen land and settle briefly upon any-
. thing, for it HAS no purpose now, Before the Holy Spirit entered to abide
with you, it sesmed to have a MIGHTY purpose; the fixed and unchangeable
dadication to sin and its results. Now it is aimless, wandering pointlessly,
causing no more than tiny interruptions in love's appeal.
N This feather of a wish, thisg tiny illusion, this microscopie
remnant of the bellef in sin, is-all that remains of what once seemed to be
Jhe world. It is no longer an unrelé?@ing‘barrier to peace. Its pointless
-&mndering makes its resuvlts appear to:be more erratic and unpredictzable than
before. Yet what COULD be more unstable than a tightly-organized delusional
systeﬁ? Its seeming stability is its pervasive WEAKNESS, which extends to
everything, The variability which the litﬁle rernant induces merely in-
dicates ite limited results.

How mlghty can a 1littls feather bz before the great wings of
truth? Can it oppose an eagle's flight, or hinder the advance of summsr?
Can it interfere with the effscts of summer's sun upon a garden covered by
the snow? Ses but how easily this little whisp is lifted up and carried
away, never ¢ return, end part with it in gladness, not regret. For it is
nething in itself, and stood for nothing when you had greater faith in its

' protection, Would you not rather grest the surmer sun than fix‘ﬁour gaze

upon a disappearing snowflske, and shiver in remembrance of the winter's
cold?
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Ths Attraction of Quilt

The att.raction of guilt produces fear of love s for love would
. never look on gui.'l.‘b at all, It is the nature of love to look upon only
the truth, for 'there it sees itself, with which it would n.nite in holy
\mion and completion. As leve must ook past fear, so must fear see love
not, For love contains the end of guilt, as surely as fear depends on it,
Overlooking guilt completely, it sees no fear, Being wholly without attack,
it COULD mot be afraid, Fear is attracted to what love sees mob, and each
believes 't;hat what the other looks upon does not exist, Fear looks on guilt
with Just the safe devotion that love looks on itseif, And ®ach has
messengers which‘t.hey send forth, and which return to them w‘ith messages
written in the lénguage in which their going forth was askéd.

| Love's messengers are gently sent, and return with messages of
love and gentleness. The messengers of fear are harshly ordered to seek out
gullt, and cherish every serap of evil and of sin which they can find, losing
none of them on pain of death, aﬁd layirg them respectfully before thelr lord
and master. Perception cannot obey two masters , each asking for messages 6f..
different things in different languages. What fear would feed upon, love
overlocks, What fear demands, love camnot even see, _

The fierce attraction which guilt holds for fear is wholly absent
frem love's gentle perception. What love would look upon is meaningless to
fear, and quite invisivle. Relationships in this world are the result of
how the world is ssen, And this depends on which emotion was called on to
send its messengers to look upon it, and return with word of what they saw.
~ Fear's messengers are trained through terror, and they tremble whea their
master calls upon them to serve him, For fear is merciless sven to its
friends. Its messengers steal guiltily away in hungry search of guilt, for
they are kept cold and starving, ard made very vicious by thelr master, who
@llows them to feast only upon what they return to him, No 1little shred of
guilt eScapes their hungry eyes. And in their savage search for sin, they
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pounce on any living t.hing thay see, and carry.it screa.ming to theix- master,
to be devoured. -

Send not these sav-age messengers into the world, to feast upon it,
and to prey upon reality. For they will bring you word of bones and skin
and flesh. They have been taught to seek for the corruptible, and _to_re—
turn witl}_ gorges filled with things decayed and rotted, To them such things
are beautiful because they seem to allay their savage pangs of hun}er. For
they are frantic with the pain of fear, and would avert the punishment of
hin who Bends them forth by offering him what they hold dear, :

" The Holy Spirit has given you love's messengers to send instead
of those you trained through fe_ar.. They are ae eager to rett;rn to you
what the;; hold dear as are the others, If you send them forth, they will
‘See only t,he blameless and the beautiful, the gentle and the idnd, They
will be as careful %o let no little act of charity, no tiny exprassion of
forgiveness, no little breathe of love escape their notice. And they will

"return with all ths happy things they found » to share them lovingly with
you. Be not afraid of THEM. They offer you salvation. Theirs are the
messages of safety, for they see the world as kind,

I you sez}d forth only the messengers the Holy Spirit gives you,
WANTING no messages but theirs, you will see fear no more. The world will

_be transformed before your sight, cleansed of all guilt and softly brushed
‘-rit.h beauty. The world contains no fear which you laid not upen it. And
none yoﬁ cannot ask love's messengers to remove from it, and see it still.
The Holy Spirit has given you His messengers to send to each other, and re-
turn to each with what love seas.. They have been givan to replace the
hungry dogs of fear you sent instead. And they go forth to signify the END
of fear.

‘Love, too, would set a feast befors srou,_on a tstle covered with
& spotless cloth, set in a quiet garden where nc sound but singlng and a
8ofily Joycus whispering is ever heard., This is a feast which horors ycur
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holy relatlonship, and at which everyone is waicum@d as an honored guest '
And in 8 holy instant grace is said by everyone together, as they join in
-gentleness ‘before the table of commnion, And I wiil join you there, as
long ago I promised and promise st4ill, For in your new relationship am I
made welcome, And where I am made welcome, there I AM,

I am made welcome in the state of grace, which means you have at last
forgiven me. AFbr I became the symbol of your sin, and so I had to die instead .
of you, To the ego sin MEANS death, and so Aionement is achieved through
murder. Salvation is looked upon as a way by which the Son of God was killed
instead of YOU.

Yot would I offer you my body, you whom I love, KNOWING its little-

| ness? Or would I teach that bodies camnot keep us apart? Mine was of no-
greater value than yours; no better means for communication of salvation,

but NOT its Soche. No-one can die for anyone, and death does not atone for
ain, Yet ycu can LIVE to show it is not real, The body DOES appear to be the
Sywbol of sin, while you béelieve that it can get you what you want. Whils you
believe that it can give you ‘pleasure, you will also believs that it can
bring ydu palp.

To think you could te satisfied and happy with sc 1little is to hurt
yourself, and to limit the happiness that you would have; calls upon pain to
£il1 your meager store and make your lives complete. This IS cdﬁﬁl&tion, as
the ego sees it, For guilt creeps in where happiness has been'removed, and
substitutes for it. Communion is another kind of completion, which goes beyond
- guilt, because it goes beyond the body.

Obstacles to Pezce -

IT, The Palief the Body is Valuable for What 1t Offers

We said that peace must first swmount the obstacle of your desire to
get rid of 1t, Whers the attraction of guil holds sway, peace is not WANTED.
The second obstacle that peace must flow acress, and closely related to the
first, is the belie? that the body is valvable for what it offers. For here
is the attraction of guilt made manifest in the body, and SEEN in it,

This the valus that you think : t>*
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peace would rob you of, This is what you believe that it would dispos_sesé s

and leave you homeless, And it is this for which you would deny a home to
| peace, This "sacrifice" y‘ou feel to be too great to make; too mch to ask
of you,

_ Is it e sacriﬁ.ce s or a release? What has the body really given
you that ;justifies your strange belief that in it lies salvation? Do you
not see that this is the be_lief‘ in death? Here is the focus of the per-
ception of Atonement as murder. .Hez"e is the source of the idea that love is
fear, The Holy Spirit's 'inessangers are sent far beyond the body, ¢calling the
mind to join in holy comn;mion and be at peace. Such is the message that I
gave them for you.’ _ .

It is only the x:laséengers of\ fear that ses the body, for they look
for wﬁat can suffer. Is it a sacrifice to be REMOVED from what can suffer?
The Hely Spirit does not demand you sacrifice the hope of the body!'s
pleasure; it HAS no hope of pleasure. But neither can it bring you fear of
pain., Pain is the only "sacrifice" the Holy Spirit asks, and this He WOULD .
remove,

Peace is extended from you only to the eternal, and it reaches out
from the-eternal in YOU. It flows across all else. ~ The second obstacle is
no more solid than the first, For you will neither to get rid of peace NOR
limit it., What are these obstacles which you would interpose between peace
and its going forth but barriers you place between your w:l_'l.l and its accomplis!
. ment? You WANT communion, not the feast of fear. You WANT salvation, not
the pain of guilt. And you want your Father, NOT a little memnd of clay, to
be your heme. In your holy relationship is your Father's Son. Fe has not
lost coamiunion with Him, nor with himself., When you agreed to join each
other, you ack_ncwledgegl this is so. This has no cost, but it has RELFASE
from cost.

You have pa:l.d very dearly for your i11lusions, and nothing you have
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pald for brought you peace, Are you not GLAD that Heaven camnot be sacri..
. ficed, and sacrifice.cannot be asked of'ybq? There IS no obstacle which

you can place before aur union,‘for'in your holy relationship I am there
already. We will surmount all obstacles together, for we stand.within the
gates, and not outside, .ﬁbw eésily the'gates are opened from within, to 1e£
peace through to bless the tired world, Can it be difficult for us to walk;
‘past barriers together, when yoﬁ have joined the limitless? The end of guilt
'is in your hands to give. Would you stop now to look for guilt in each other:

Let me be to you the symbol of the END of guilt, and look upon each
other as you would look on me, Forgive me all the sins you think the Son of
God committed. And in the light of your forgiveness, he will remember who _
he is, and forget what never was, I ask for your forgiveness, for if you )
ars guilty, 80 must I be. ‘But if I surmounted guilt and overcame the world, .
YOU were with me, Would you see in me the symbol of guilt, or of the END of
guilt, remenbering thaﬁ.what I signify to you you sec within YOURSZLF?

From your holy relstionship truth proclaims the truth, and love:
looks on itself, 'Salvation flows from dezp within the home you offered to
ny Father and to me. And we are there together, in the quiet ecmmunion in
which the Father and the Son are joined, Oh come ye faithful to the holy
vnion of the Father and the Son in yeu! And keep you not apart from what is
offered you, in gratitude for giving peace its home in Heaven; Send forth
to all the world the joyous message of the end of guiit, and all the world
will answer. Think of your happiness as everyone offers you witness of the
end of sin, and shows you that its power is gone forever. Where can guilt
be, when the belief in sin is gene? Ard where is death, when its great
advocate is heard no more?

Forgive me your 11lusions, and release me from punishment for what

I have not done. So will you learn the freedom that I taught by teaching
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freedom to each othar, and so releaaing me‘ - I am within your holy x;el;a;.

: -tionship ’ yet you would imprison me hahind the obstaclea you raise to freae-
dom, and bar ny way to you. Yet it is not possible to keep away One Who is
~ there slready. And in Him i‘b Is poss:!.ble that our communion, where we are
. Joined already, will be the focus of the new perception that will bring

light to &Ml the world, contained in YOUs~

rr
'L
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Pleasure and Pain
Your little part is but to give the Holy Spirit the whole IDEA

‘of sacrifice. And to accept the peace He gave instead, without the limits

which would hold its extension back, and so would 1limit YOUR awareness of
it. Fdr what He gives must be extended, if you would have its limitless
power, and use it for the Son of God's release. It is not this you would
be rid of, and having it you cmf:or linit it. If peace is homeless, so
are you and 8o am I, And He Who is our home is homeless WITH us. Is this
your will? Would you forever be a wanderer in search of peace? Would you
invest your hope of peace and happiness in what MUST fail?

Faith in the eternsl is always justified, for the eternal is for-
ever kind, infinite in its patience, and wholly'rloving.' - It will accept you
wholly, and give you peace. TYet it can unite omly with what ALREADY is at
peace in you, immortal as itself., The body can bring you peither peace nor
turmoil; néithei*_pain‘ nor joy. It is a means, and not an end. It has NO
parpose of itself, but only what is given to it. The body will se;,em to be
whataver is the means for reaching the goal that you agsign to it. Peace.
and guilt are beth conditions of the mind, to be attained. Aﬁd these con-
ditinns are the home of the emotion which ealled them forth, and therefore
is compatible with them, But think you which it is that is cempatible with
You, _

Here is your choice, and i% IS free., But all that lies in 4t WILL
come with it; and what you think you are can never be apart from it, The
body is the great seeming betrayer of faith, In it lies disillusiomment and
the seeds of faithlessness, but only if you ask of it what it cannot give,
Can your mistake te reasonable grounds for dspression and disillusionment,
and for retaliatlve attack on what you think has failed you? Use not your
error as the justification for your faithlessness. You have not sinned,
but you have been histaken in what is faithful, And the correction of your
mistake will GIVE you grounds for faith,
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It is impossible to seek i‘or pleasure through the body and NOT
find pain It is essential that this relationship be understood, for it
is one the ego sees as PROOF of sin, __It is no_t real.‘_l.y punitive at gl1,

It is but the inevitable result of equating yourself, with the body, which is
the INVITATION to pain, For it invités fear to entdr, and becoms your pur-
pose, The attraction of guilt MUST enter with it, and whatever fear directs
the body to do is therefore painful, It will share the pain of ALL Hlusions,
and the illusion of pleasure will be the GAME as pain,

Is not this inevitable? Umder fearts orders, the body will pursue
guilt, serving its master whose attriction to guilt maintains the whole _
Nlusion. of its existence, This, them, IS the attraction of pain. Ruled
by this perceptinn, the body becomes the servant of'.pain, seeking it duti-
fuily, and obeying the idea that pain is pleasure, It ie this idea that
underlies all of the ego's heavy investment in the body, And it is this in-
sane relationship which it keeps hidden, and yet feeds ugon., To YOU it
tedches that the body's pleasure is happines$. Yet to ITSELF it whispers,
"It 15 death,”

Why should the body be anmything to you? Certainly what it is
made of is not precious, And just 28 certainly, it has no feeling. It
transnits to you the feelings that you WANT. Like any cortmunication medium,
the body receives and sends the messages that it is given, It has no feelirg
for them. ALl of the fesling with which they are invested is given by the
sender and the receiver. The ego and the Holy Spirlt both recognize this ’
and both also recognize that here the sender and recelver are ths SAME, Tha
Holy Spirit tells you this with Joy. The ego hides it, for it would keep you
unaware of it. Vho would send messages of hatred ard attack if he bub usder-
stood he sends them to HIMSELF? Who would accuse, reake guilty and condemn
HIMSELF?

The ego's messages ara always sent AWAY from you, in the belief
that for your message of attack and guilt will somecne other than yowrself
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sﬁ:fer.. And even if you suffer, yot someons else will suffer more. The
great decaiver recogrilzes that this is not so, but as the "enemy" of peace,
'it urges you to send out 21l your messages of hate and free YOURSELF. Apg
_to convince you this is pousible, it bids the body search for pain in attack
upon another, ca;ling it pleasure and offering 1t to you as freedom FRQH atiack,

Hear not its madnaas, and believa not the impossible is trus, Forget
'hot that ths ego Haa~dadicated the body to the goal of sin, and pleces in it
211l its faith that this can be accomplished. TIts sad disciples chant the

-body's praise cortinpally, ir solemn celebration of the ego’s rule, Not one
‘but must believe that yielding to the attraction of guilt is the ESCAPE from
Pain, Not one but must regard the bLody as himaelf without which he would

die, and yet within which is his death equally inevitable.

I% is not given to the ego's disciples to realize that they have
dedicated THEMSELVES to death., Freedom is offared them, but they have not
accepted it, and what 1o offered must also be recsived, to be truly given.
For the Holy Spirit, too, is a communication medivm, receiving fram the
Father and offering His messagea unto the Son. Like the ego, the Holy Sp_r1+
is both the serder and th= receiver, For what is sent through Him RETURNS to
Him; sesking itself along the way, and firding what i% seeks. S dees the
ego find the dsath IT seeks, returning it to YOU, '
Obstacles to Psace

IIT.- The Att-action of Death
To yoﬁ, in whose special relationship the Holy Spirit entered, it is

_glven to release and be released from the dedication to death., For it was

offered you, and you ACCEPTED. Yet you must learn still more about this
8trangs devotion, for it contains the third of the obstacles which peace

mast glcw weross, No-one can die urless he chooses death, What SERMS to

be the fear of death is really its ATTRACTION. Guili, too, i5 feared and fear-
ful, TYet it could have no hold at a1l except on thoss who are attracted to

it and seek 1t out, And so it is with death, Mads by the ego, its dark
shadow falls across a1l i1iving things, becauss the ego 13 the "enemy" of lile.



-B31 - : ;‘» ’

L And yet a shadow cannot kill, What is a shadow to the 1iv:§.ng?
They but walk past and it is gome. But what of those whose dadication :.'.t
is NOT to live; the black-draped "sinners ," the ego's mournful chorus,
plodding so heavily away from 1:l.fe, dragging their chains and marching in
the slow procession which hoxiors their grim méster, lord of death? Touch
any one of them with the gentle hands of forgiveness, and ‘watch the cha:!.na _
£all away, along with yours, OSee him throw aside the black robe he was
wearing to his funeral, aﬁd hear him laugh at death. The sentence sin would

lay upon him he can escape through your forgiveness, | ) _
This is no arrogance. It is the Will of God. What is impossible
to you who chose His Will as yours? What is death to you? ‘ YOUR de}:lication
is n&t to death, nor to its master. When you accepted f.he Holy ‘Spirit“s
| purpose in place of the ege's, you renounced death, exchan'g:ing'it- for 1ife,
We know that an idea leaves not its source. And death is the result of the
thought we call the ego, as surely as life is the result of the Thought of
God, '
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The Incorruptible Body : ;

* Fronm the ego came sin and guilt and deat.h, in epposition to
life and innocence, and to the Will of God Himeeli’. Where can such oppos-
ition 1ie 'bu'o in the sick m:i.nds of the insane, dedicated to madness and set

against the pgace of Heaven., One thing is sure; __God_, Who created neither

sin por desth,wills not that you be bound by them;‘ He knows of neither aifx
nor its results. .The shrouded figures in the funeral procession march not

in honor of the::.r Creator, Whose W1l it is they live. They are not follow-
ing It; they are OPPOSING It, '

idd what is the black-draped body they would bury? A4 body which

THEY dedicated to death, a symbol of cnrrt:pt.ion‘ a sacrifice to sin,

offered to sin to feed upon and keep itself alive; a thing condemned,

darned by its maker, and lamented by every mourrer who looks upon it as him-
self, You who believe you have condemned the Son of God to this ARE arrogant.
But you who would release him are but honoring the Will of his Creator. The
arrogance of sin, the pride of guilt, the sepulchre of separat on, all are
part of your u.ni*ecognized dedication to death, The glitter of guilt you

laid upon the body would ki11 it. For what the ego loves it kills for its
obedlence. But what obeys it not it CANNOT kill, |
| You have another dedication which would keep the bedy incorruptible
and perfect. as long as it is useful for your holy pt.zrpose. - The, body no more |
dies than it can feel, It does NOTHING, Of diteelf, it is reither corruptiblc
nor Incorruptivle. It IS nothing, It is the result of a tiny, mad idsaz of
corruption which can be CORRECTED, TFor God has answered this insane idea
with His Own, en answer which left Him not, and therefore brings the Creator
to the awareness of every mind which heard His answer and ACCEPTED it.

You who are dedicated to tha incorrupiible have been given,

through your acceptance, the power to RELEASE frem éofruption. What btetter
way to teach the first and fundamental principle in a course on miracles

than by showing you the ons which seems to be the hardest can be accomplished
first? The body can but serve your purpose, As you look upen it, so will 1t
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seem Yo be. Death, were it trus, would be the final and complete disruption
of ccmrﬁnication which is the ego's gdal. :

Those who fear death see not how often and how loudly they call to
it, and bid it come to save them from communication. For death is seen as
safety, the great dark saviour from the light of truth, the answer to the
Answer, the silencer of the Volce that speaks for Cod. Yet the retreat to .
death ‘is not the end of conflict. Only GOD'S answer is its end, The
obstacle of your seeming love for deafh that peace must flow acrose seems
to be very great. For in it 1les hidden all the ego's secrets, all its
strange devices fof deception, all its sick ideas and wierd imaginings.
Here is the final énd of union, thé trivmph of the ego's making over ereation,
_the vietory of lifelessness on Life Itself,

Under the dusty edge of its distorted world the ego would lay the
Son of God, slain by its orders, proof in his decay that God Himself is _
powerless before the ego's might, unable %o protect the 1ife that He created |

LN J ]

agains£ the ego’'c savagzsz wish to kill, My brothers, Children of our Father,
this js a DREAM of death. There is no funeral, no dark altars, no grinm
commandments nor twisted rituals of condemnation to which the body leads
you, Ask not release bf IT. Bub fres it from the merciless and unrelenting
orders YOU laid upon it, and forgive it what YOU crdsred it to'do, In its
exaltation you cormanded it to die, for only death COULD conquer life, And
what but insanity could look upon the defeat of God, and think it real?

The fear of de'.ath will go as its appezl is yielded to lovets
REAL attraction. The end of sin, which nestles quietly in the gafety of
yoi:r felationship » protected by yoor wnion, ready to grow inte z mighty
force for God, is very near.-- The infancy of salvation is carefully guarded
by love, pressrved from av;ery thoﬁght that would attack it, and quietly made
ready to fulfill the mighty task for which it was given you. Your newtornm
purpose is mursed by angels, cherished by the Holy Spirit, and protected by
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God Himself. It needs not your protestions IT is YOURS. For it is deathless,
and within it 1ies the end of :death, ‘ _

What danger can ass;‘il the wholly innocent? What can attack tha
guiltless? What fear can enter and disturb the peace of sinlessness? What N
has been given you, even in its infancy, is in full commnication with God
and you, In 1ts tiny hands it holds, in perfect safety, every miracle you
Will perform, held out to you, The miracle of life is ageless, born in
tdmé but nourdshed iﬁ eternity. Behold this infant, to whom you gave a

-~
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resting-place by your forgiveness of each other, and see in_ it the Will of
God, Here is the babe of Bethlehem reborn. And everyons who givss him
shelter will follow him, not $o the cross, but to the Resurrection and the
Life. . )

-

When any-bh:mg seem8 to you to be a Source of fear, when any situa-
tion strikes you with terror and makes your body tremble and the cold sweat
of fear ccmes over it, remember it is always for ONE reason; the ego has per- '
ceived it as a symbol ofi‘ear, 2 sign of sin and death. Remember, then, -
that neither sign nor symbol should be confused with scurce s for they must
stand for something OTHER than themselves, Their meaning cannot lie in them,
but must be sought in what they REPRESENT, And they may thus mesn everybhing
or nothing, according to the truth or falsity of the idea which they reflect.
Confronted with such sceming unéertainty of meaning, judge it ‘not. Remenber
the holy presence of the One given to you to be the Source of Judgrment., Give
it to Mim to judze for you, and say:
"Take this from ms and look upon it, judging it for me,
Let n2 not see it as a sign of sin and death, nor use it fer
destruction.

Teach me how NOT to make of it an obstacle to peace,
But let You uso it FOR ms, to facilitate its coming, "

-0-
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IV The Fear of -Ood - -

-, What would you see without the fear of death? What would you
feol and think if death held no attraction for you? Very simply, you would
remember your Father. The Creator of 1:Lfe s 'bhe Source of everything that
lives, tha Father of the univorse and of the univarse of universes, and of
everything that lies even beyond them would yon remom'ber. And as this
memory rises in your mind, peace must still surmount. a final obstacle,
after wh...’;.ch is salvation completed, and the Son of God entirely restored ‘to
sanity. For her_'e your world DOES end.

': The fourth obstacle to be surnmounted hangs like a heavy veil be-
fore the face of Chorist. Yet as His face rises beyond 1t, shininv with joy
beca.use Ho is in His Father'a Love, peace will 1ight1y brush the veil aside
and yun to meet Him, and to Join with Him at last, For this dark vell,
which seems to make the face of Christ Himself like to a 1eper's, and the
bright rays of Fﬂ.s Father's Love which light His face with glory appear as
streans of blood fades in the blazing light beyond 14 when the feapr of death
is gona. .

Tnis is the darkest veil, upheld by the belief iu death, and pro-
tected by its attraction, The dedication to deazth and to its sovereignty is
but the solemn vow, the promise made in secret to the ego naver to 1ift this
vell, not to approach it, nor sven to suspact that it is there,: This is the
secrat bargain made with the ego Yo keep what 1ies beyond the veil forever
blotted out axn d unremenbered. Here is your promise never to allow union to
c_all you out of separation; the great amnesia in which ths memory of God
seens quite forgotten; the cleavage of your Self from you; - THE FEAR OF GOD,
the final step in your dissociationf _

See how the belief in death would sesm to "save" you, For if this
is gone, what can you fear but LIFE? It {8 the attraction of death that makes
life seem to be ugly, cruel and tyrannical, You are no mora afraid of death
than of the ego, These are 'your chosen FEIENDS, For in your secret alliance
with them, you have sgreed never to let the fear of God be lifted, so you
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‘could lock upon the face of Christ, and join Hin in His Father.
o -E'vary obstacle that peace must flow acrosg‘s is surmounted in just
~ the same way; the fear that raised it yields to ths love beneath, and so
the fear is gone, And so it is with this, The desire to get rid of peace
and drive the Holy Spirit from you fades in the presence of the quiet recog..
nition that you love Him. The exaltation of the Yody is given up in favor
of the Spii'it, which you love as you could NEVER love the body. 4nd the
appes) of death is lost forever as love's attraction stirs and calls to you,
From 1:;eyond each of the obstaé:les Yo love, Love I.'},ssli‘ has called, and each
has been surmounted b:} the power of the attraction of what lies beyond. Your
WANTING fear seemed to be holding them in place. Ye'b when you heard the
voice of love beyond them, you answered and they disappeared,

And now you stand in terror before what you swore never to look
upon, Your eyas look down, remembering your premise to your “friends." The
"lovelinzss" cf sin,- the delicate appeal of guilt, the f‘holy" waxen image of
dee.'bh, and the 1‘:ezm‘~ of vengeance of the ego yoeu swore in bloed not to desert,
&1l rise and bid you not to raise your eyes. For you realize that if you
look on this and LET the vell be lifted, THEY will be gore forever. All of
your "friends," yuur Vprotectors! and your "homé" w111 vanish, Nothing that
you remember now ill you remember. <

It seems to you the worid will uttérly abandon you if you butl raise
your eyes, Yet 21l that will eccur is you will leave the world forever, This
is the re-establishment of YOUR will. Look upon it, open-eyed, and you will
nevermore believe that you are at the mercy cf th.‘mgs_ beyond you, _fo:;css' you
cannot contrel, and thoughts that come to you against your will, Tt IS your
will to lock cn this, Yo mad dessire, mo trivial impulse o forget again, mno
stab of fear nor the cold sweat of seeming death can stand against your will.
For what a'_ttrac"i',s you from beyond the veil is also deep WITHIN you, un~
separated from it and completely One.
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The Lifting of the Veil

" _ Forget not that you came this far TOGETHER. And it was surely
not, the ego that led you here. No obstacle to peace can be surmotmt.ed
through ITS help. IT does not open up its secrets, and bid you look on
them and go beyond them, - IT would mot have you see its weakness, and learn
it has no power to keep you frém the truth, The Guide Who brought you here
REMAINS with you, and when ;v'mi;raise Your eyes, you will be READY to look
on terror with ho fear at 2ll. But first, 1ift up your eyes and look upon
each other in imnocence born ¢f complete forgivensss of each otherts
i1lusions, and ‘ﬁhrough the eyés of faith, which sees them not.

No-one can Look upon the fear of God unterrified unless he has
accepted the Atonement, and learned illusions are not real, No-one can stand
before this obstacle alone, for he could not have reached thus far UNLESS his
brother walked beside him, And no-one would dare to look on it without
complete forgiveness of his brother in his heart. Stand you here a while s &nd
tremble not., You will be ready. Let us join together in a holy instant, her:
in this place where the purpose GIVEN in a heoly instast has led you. And le-*:,
s join in falth that He Who brought us here togather will offer you the
innocenca you need, and that you will accept it for ry love and His.

Nor 1s it possible to look on this too soén, This is the place'
to which everyone must come when he is ready, Once he has found his brother
he IS ready, Yet merely to reach the place is not enough, A journey without
& purpose is still meaningless, and even when it is over it seems to mzke no
sense, Howr can you KNOW that. it is over unless you realize its purposs IS
accomp]j.ﬂh.,d? Hers, with the journey's end before you, you SEE its purpose.
And it is here you choose whether to look upon it or wandsr on, only to re-
turn and make the choise again,

To look upon the fear of God DOES nead some preparation, Only the
sane can look on stark insanity and raving madness Hith pity and compassion,
but not witkh fear, For on'ly if they share in it does it seem fears ful, and
you DO share in it until you look upen each other with perfect faith and love
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.. _and tenderness, Before complete forgiveness you still stand unforgiving,
Iou are ai‘fa‘id of God BECAUSE you fear each other. Those you do not forgive
YOU FEAR. And no-one reaches love with rear beside him,

. This brother who stands beside you still seems to be a atranger. '
You do not know him, and your interpretation of him is very fearful. And
you attack him 8ti11, to keep what seems to be YOURSELF unharmeg. Yot in his
hands is your salvation., You see his madness, which you hate because you
SHARE it. And all the pity and forgiveness that would heal it gives way to
fear, Broﬁhers » you NEED forgiveness of each other, for you wﬁl share in
madnsss or in Heaven together., And you will raise your eyes in faith to-
gether, or not at all. . .

Bes:.de each of you is one who offers you the chalice of Atonement,
for the Holy Spirit is in him. Would you hold his sins against him, or
accept his gift to you? Is this giver of salvation your friend or enemy?
Choooe which he is, remembering that you will receive of him according to
yaur chelce. Hz has in him the powsr to forgive your sins, as you for him,
Neither can give it %c himself alone. And yet your Saviour stands beside
each one, Let him be what he is, and seek not to make of lova an enemy,

7 Behold your Friend, the Christ Wno stands beside ycu. How hely
and how beautiful He is! You thought He sirned becauss you cast the veil of
sin upon Him to hide His loveliness, TYet still He holds forgiveness out to
you, to share His holiness, This "enemy,” this "strangar® still offers you
salvation as His Friend. The "enemies" of Christ, the worshippers of sinm,
know not Whom they attack., This is your brother, crucified by sin, and
walting for release from pain. Would you not offer him forglvenssos, when
ordly he can offer it to YOU? For his redemption he will give you yours as
surely as God drea'be.d every living thing and loves it, And he will give it
truly, for 1t will be both offered and received. _

' There is nc grace of Heaven that you cannot offer to each other,

and reczive from your most holy Friend, ILet him withhold it not, for by



- S -
i'eceivi,ng"it j‘ou)offef it to him., Redemption has been givgn' you to giva
| eéch othe‘z;;_ and *thus receive it. Whom you forglve is free, and what you
give you share.‘ Forgive the sins your brother thinks he has committed, and
all the gullt you think you see in him,

Here is the holy place of resurrection, to which we come again;
£o which we will retwwn until redemption is accmplishec}; and RECEIVED,
Think who your brother is, before you would condemn him, And offer thanks
to God that he is holy, and has baen given the gift of holiness for YOU.
Join him in gl-adness , and remove all trace of guilt from nis disturbed and
tortured mind., Help him to 1ift the heavy burden of sin you laid upon him
and he accepted as his own, and toss it lightly and with happy laughter away
from him, Press it not like thorns against his brow, nor mail him to it
unredeensd and hopeless, |

Give each other faith, for f£aith and hope and mercy are yours to
give, Into the hands that give the gift is given., Look on your brother,
and seo in him the gift of God you would receive., Tt is almosh Easter, the
time of resurrection. Let ns give redempiion to esach other and SHARE in iv,
that we may riss as one in resurrection, and not ssparate in death. Beheld
the gift of freedom that I gave the Holy Spirit for BOTH of you. And be you
free together, ag you offer to ihe Holy Spirit this same gift.” And glving it
- receive it of Eim in return for what you gave., He lsadeth you and me to-
gether, that we might meet here in this holy place, and make the same decisic
' _Free your brother here, as I freed yuu, Give him the self-same
gift, nor look upon him with condemnation of any kind, See him as guiltless
as I look on you, and overlook the sins he thinks he sees within himself.
Offer each other freedom and complete release from sin, here in the garden
of seeming agory and death. So will we prepare together the way unto the
resurraction of God's Son, and let hinm rise again to glad remembrance of his
Fathexr, Whp knows no sin, no death, but only life eternal,
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Together we will d:!,sappaar into the Presence beyond the weil, not
to be lost but FOUND; not ©o be seen but lﬂ\IOWN. And knowing, nothing in :
the plan God has established for_ salvation H:D.l be left undone. This is the‘fi _

\

journeyl's purpose, without which IS the jourmey meaningless, Here 1s the
| peace of God, g’ive’n to yoﬁ eternally i:y Him, Here is the rest and quiet
that jbu.seek, the reason for tha jog.rney from its beginning. Heaven is thg
gift you owe each other, the debt of gratitude you offer to the Son of God
in thanks for what hé i3, and what his Father created him té ve. -

Think carefnlly how you would look upon the giver of this gift,

for as you look on him, so will the‘gi.t‘t itself appear to be, AS he is seen
as either the giver of 'gu:ilt or of salvation, so will his offering be seen,

i by

and so received, The crucified give pain because they are in pain. But the
redeemed give joy because t'.hey\ha_ve been HEALED of pain, Everyone gives as-
he receives, but he must choose what it will BE that he receives, And he
will recognizz his choice by what he gi*}es, and what is given him, Nor is
it glven arything in hell or Heaven to interfere with his decision.

You came *t-hi_.s far because the jowrney WAS your choice, And no-one
undertakes to do what he believes is meaningless, 'What you had faith in still -
is faithful, and watches over you in faith so gentle yet so strong +hat it
would 14Tt you far BETOND the veil, and place the Son of God sdfely within ‘
the sure protsction of his Father. FHere is the only purpese that gives this
world and the long journey through this world whatever meaning lies in them.
Beyond this, they ARE meaningless. You stand together, still without con-
viction they HAVE a purpose.. Tet it is given you to see this pu:;pose in your
holy Friend, and recognize it as your own,
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