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o Chapter 16 g
THE FORGIVENESS OF ILLUSIONS :

' To émpathize does not mean to join in SUFFERING, for that is what
you must ﬁEFUSE tq}understand. That 1sfthé EGO'S intquretation of empathy,
andvis always usedlto form a spscial relationship in which the suffering is
shared. The capaéiti to empathize is very useful to the Holy Spirit, pro-
vided you let Him use it in His way., He does not understand suffering, and
would have you teach 1t Ls not UNDERSTANDABLE, When lis relates through you,
He doeé not relat; through.the ego to another ego. He does not Join in pain,
knowing that healing pain is not accomplished by delusicnal attempts to enter
into it, and lighten it by sharing the delusion, f

The cléérest proof that empathy as the ego uses it is destructive
lies in the fact that it is applied only to certain t?pes of problems, and
in certain people, These it selects OUT, and joins WITH. And it never
joins except to strengthen ITSELF. Make no mistake ébout thi.s manevever;
the ego always empathizes to WEAKEN, and to weaken is ALWAYS to attack. TYou
do not know what empathizing means. Yet of this you may be sure; if you will
merely sit quietly by and let the Holy Spirit relate through you, you will
empathize with STRENGIH, and FOTH of you will gain in strength, and not in
w2akness,

Your part is only to remember this; you do not wand anytning YOU
value to come of the relationship., You will neither to hurt it nor to heal
-1t in your own way. You do not know what healing is. ALl you have learmed
of empathy is from the PAST. And there is nothing from the past that you
would share, for there is nothing there that you would KEEP. Do not use
empathy to make the pést real, and 80 perpetuate it, Step genily asi&e, and
let the healing be dome FOR you., Keep but ons thought in mind, and do not
losa sight of it,_hbwever terpted you may be to judze any situation, and %o
determine your response BY judging it. Fecus your mind only on this:

"I am not alone, and I would not intrudea the past upon ry Guest.

I have invited Him, and Hs is here,
I need fdo nothing except NOT TO INTERFERE,"
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True Emathy . :

\ True empathy is of Him Who knows what it IS. You will learn jis
ilg‘terpretation of it if you let Him use your capacity for STRENGTH, and NOT

ifér'waakness. He will not desert you, but be sure théi__t YOU desert not HIM,
Hﬁmility is strength in this sense only; to recognize _raixd accept the fact
tl'.lat' you do NOT know is to recognize and accept the féct that He DOES know.
I.gu are not sure that He will do His part because you have never yet done
YOURS completely., You will not know how to respond 'l':: what you do not under-
stand, B_e tempted not in this, and yield not to the ego's triumphant use of
Smpathy for ITS glory. oo |

) The trimmph of weakness is not what you would offer to a brother.
And yet you know no triumph BUT this. This is not knowledge, and the form
of empathy that would bring this about is so distorted that it would imprison
what it would release. The unredeemed camnot redeem, yet they HAVE a
Redzemer. Attempt to teach Him not. TYOU are the leérner; He the Teacher,

Do not. confuse your role. with His, for thls will never bring peace to anyone.
Offer your empathy to Him, for it is HIS perception and HIS stremgth that you -
vould share. And let Him offer you His stﬁ:‘ength and Eis perception, to be

- shared through you,

The meaning of love is lost in any relationship which looks to
weakness, and hopes to find love there. The power of lovs, which IS its
meardng, lies in the strength of CGod, which hovers over it and blesses it
silently by enveloping it in healing wings. ILET this be, and do not try teo

. substitute YOUR “miracle" for this. We once said that if a brother asks 2
foolish thing of you to de 1t. Bub be certain that this dees not mean to do
@ foolish thing that would hurt either him OR you, for whai would hurt ore
WIIL hurt the other. Foolish requssts are foolish for the simple reasoa
that they conflict, because they contain an element of specialna3g, Only
the Holy Spirit recogrizes foolish needs as well as real ones. And He will

teach you how to meet both without losing either,
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YOU will attempt to do this only in secrecy. And you will think
that, by meeting the needs of one you do not jeopardize another beca.use you
. keep them separate, and secret from each other. That is not the wajr;, for it
leads not to light and truth, N needs will long be left umet if you leave
them all ‘to Him Whose FUNCTION 1s to meet them. That is HIS function, and
NOT yours. He will not meet them secretly, for He would share everything
you give through Him, And that is WHY He gives it. What you give through
Him is for the whole Sonship, NOT for part of it. Leave Him His funct:!.on,
for He will fulfil) it if you but ask Him to enter your relationshfps, and
bless them FOR you.
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~ The Magnitude 6f Holineas . _ ) ,

!bu stili think holiness is difficult because you cannot see hoy
it can be extended to include everyone. And you bave learned that it MOST
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| include everyone to BE holy. Concern yourselves not with the extension of
holiness, for“the nature of mibaelee you do not understand. Nor do 10U do *
them. Tt is their exiensien, far beyond the 1imits you perceive, that d.emon-j
strates you ¢id XOT do then, ¥hy should you worry how the miracle extends to
all the Sonship when you do not understand the miracle itself? One attribute
is no more difficult to understand than is the whole, If miracles ARE at all,

-

their attributes would HAVE to be miraculous, being part of them. "

There is a tendency to fragment, and then to be concerned about i
the truth of just a little part of the whole. And this is but a way of -
avoiding, or LOOKING AWAY from the whole, to what you think yeu might be
better able to understand. For this is but another way. in which you would
still try to keep understanding to YOURSELF, A better and FAR more helpful
way to think of miracles is this: You do not understand them, either in part
OR whols, Yet you have DONT them. Therefore, your understanding cammot be
hecessary., TYet it is still impossible to accomplish what you do not under-
stand, And so there rmst be something in you that DOES undarstand,

To you the miracle CANNOT seem natural because what you have done
to hurt your minds has made them so UNNATURAL that they do not‘remember what
is matural to thea. And when you are TOLD about it, you camnet understand it.
The reeognlt;on of the part as whole, and of the whole in every part, is PZR-
FECTLY natural. For it is the way God thinks, and what is natural to Him IS
natural to you. Wholly natural perception would show you instantly that order ‘
of difficulty in miracles is quite impcssivle, for it involves a contradidfion
of what miracles mean. And if you could understand theip mesring, their
attributes could hardly caeuss you perplexity. _

You HAVE done miracles, but it is quite apparent that you have not
done them alone. TYou have succeeded whenever You have reached another mind

and JOINED with it, When two minds Join as cne and share one idea equally,
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the first link in the awareness of the Sonship as cne has been made. . When
you have made this joining, as the Holy Spirit bids you, and have offered
it to Him ﬁd ﬁse as He knows how, His natural perception of your gift en-
ables HIM tb understand it, and iOU to use'His understanding on ybuf behalf,
It is impossible to convinée you of the reﬁliti of what has clearly BEEN
accomplished throuvgh yowr willingness as long as you balieve that TOU must
understand it, or else it is not real. “

You think your lack of understanding is a LOSS to you, and so you
are um-::!.lling to believe that what has happened is true. But can you REALLY
believe that all that has happened, even though you do NOT nnderstand it,
has. NOT ha?pened? Yet this IS your position. You would have perfect -faith
in the Holy Spirit, and in the effects of His teaching, if you were not
afraid to ACKNOWLEDGE what He taught you. For this acknowledgnent means that
what has happened you do not understand, but that yoﬁ are willing to accept
it BECAUSE 1t has happened,

"How can faith in reallty be yours while you are bent on making it
unreal? And are you REALLY safer in maintaining the unreality of what has
happenzd than you would be in joyously accepting it for what it is, and
giving thanks for it? Honcr the truth that has been given you, and be glad
you do not understand it, Miracles are natural to Ged, and to the One Wno
speaks for Him, For His task is to translate the miracle inta the knowledge
which it represents, and which is lost to you. Let His understanding of the
. miracle be enough for you, and do ndt turn away from all the witnesses that
He has given you to His reality.

No evidence will convince you of the truth of what you do not want.

Yet your relationship with Hm IS real, and HAS been demonstrated, Regard
this not with fear, but with rejoicing. The One you ealled uppn IS with you.
Bid Him welcome, and honor His witnesses, who bring you the glad tidings He
has eome, It is true, just as you fear, that to acknowledge Hm IS to deny

L .
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all that you think you lcnow. But it was NEVER true. What gain is there to
you in clinging to it, and.denying the evidence for truth? For you have come
too near to truth to renounce it now, and you WILL yield to its compelling -

- attraction. You can delq'this now but only a little while. The host of God

has called to you, and you HAVE heard. Never again will you be wholly'willing
net to listen. -

1his is a year of joy, in which your 1istening will increase, and
peace will grow with its inerease. The power of holiness and the WEAKNESS
of attack have BOTH been Brought into awareness, And this has been accomp-
lished in minds firmly convinced that holiness is weakness, and attack is
power, Should not thls be a sufficient miracle to teach you that your
Teacher is NOT of you? But remember also that, whenever you have 1istensd
to His interpretation, the results have brought you joy. Wbuld you prefer
the results of YOUR interpretetion, eonsidering honestly what they have been?
God wills you better. Could you not look with greater charity on whom God
loves with perfect love?

Do not interpret AGAINST God's Love, for ycu have many witnesses
whith spzak of It so clearly that enly the blind and dzaf could fail te see
and hear them, This year,-determine not to deny what has been given you by
Cod, for that is the only reason He has called to you. Hig Voice has spoken

clearly, and yet you have so little faith in what you heard because you have

preferred‘to place 3till greater faith in the disaster YOU have made, Today,
let us resolve TOGETHER to accept the joyful tidings that disaster is not

| real, and that reality de net disaster,

Reality is safe and sure, and wholly kind to everyore and every-
thing. There is no greater love than to accept thiz, and be glad, For love

. asks only that you be HAPPY, and will give you everything that makes for

happiress. You have never given any problem to the Holy Spirit He has not

~solved for you, nor will you ever do so. You have never tried to solve any-

thing yourself ard been successful. Is it not time you brought these facts
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TOGETHER, and made SENSE of them? o _

This is the year for the APP’LIC\ATION.bf the 1deas which have been
_ glven you. For the ideas are mighty forces, to be nsed and not held idiy
by. They have already proved their powsr sufficiently for yeu to place your
. faith in them, and not in their denial, This year invest. in trnth, and let
it work in peace. Have faith in what has faith in YOU. Think what you have
REALLY seen and heard, and RECOGNIZE it. Can you be alone with witnesses
1like these? ' l
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The Reward of Teaching =

. You have taught well, and yet you have pot learned how to ACCEPT

the comfort of your te.éching. "If you wi!.li .consic_‘isr what you have tawght,
and how alien it is tdﬂ_.what ydu thought you k:new, you will be compelled to
recognize thai;- your Teacher Ccame‘from beyond your thought systenm, and so
could look upon it fai:rly,‘ and perceive it was untrue. And He must have done
sc from the basis of a very different thought system, and one with NOTHING in
cormon with yours. F;r certainly whaf He has taunght, and what you have taught
through Him, have nothing in common with what you taught before He came. And
the results have beefl to bring peace where thei-_; was pain, and suffering has
disappeared, to be r;placed by Jjoy.

| You have taught freedom, but you hafe _not learned how to be free.
We once said, "By their fruits ye shall know them, and they shall know them-
gselves," FPFor it is certain that you judge yourself according te your teaching
The ego's teaching produces jrmediate results because its decisions are
imediately accepted as TOUR choice. And this agceptance means that you are
willing to judge yourself accordingly. Cause and effect are very clear in
the ego's thought system because all your learning has been dirscted towards
ESTABLISHING the relatiOQShip between tham. And would you not have faith in
what you have so diligently taught yourself‘ to belleve? Yet remember how
much care you hava exerted in choosing its witnesses, and in aveiding those
which spoke for the cause of truth and ITS effects.

Does‘ not the fact that you have not learned what you have taught
show you that you do not perceive the Sonship as one? And does 1t not also
show you that you do not regard YOURSELF as one? For it is impossible. to
teach successfully wholly WITHOUT conviction, and it is equally impossible
that conviction te OUTSIDE cof you. You could never have taught freedom un-
less you DID believe in it. And It must be that what you taught came from
YOURSELF. And yet, this Self you clearly do not KNOW, and do not recognize
It even though It functions, What functions must be THEP.E, And it is ornly
if you deny whzat it has DONE that you could pessibly dery its presence.
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; This is a course in how to know yourself. You HAVE taught what .
.you are, but have not. iet what you are teach YOU, You have been very carefuj_
to avoid the obvious, and not to see the REAL cause and effect relationship
“that is perfectly apparent, Yet within you is EVERYTHING you t:_mght. What
‘can 1t be that has NOT learned it? It must be this that is REALLY outside

o yourself, not by your own projectlon, but in TRUTH. And it is this that you

tr

have taken in that is NOT you. What you accept into your minds does not
REALLY change them. Illu’s.ions are bﬁt:beliefs in what is not there., And
the seeming conilict between truth and illusion can only be resolved ‘by..
separating yourself from the ILLUSION, and NOT from truth. _
Your teaching has already done this, for the Holy Spirit is part
of YOU, Created bj God, He left neither God nor His creation. He is both

God AND you, as you are Cod and Him together. For God's answer to the
separation added more to you than you tried to take away. He protected both
your creations and you together, keeping one with you what you would exclude.
And they will take the place of what you took in to replace them, Thay are -
quite real, as part of the Self you do not know., And they comminicate to you
through the Holy Spirit, and their powsr and gratitude to you for their
ereation they offer gladly to your teaching of yourself, who is their home.
You vho are host to God are also host to them. For nothing real has ever lefi
the mind of its creator, And what is not real was never THERSE.

You are not two selves in conflict, What is beyond God? If you
who hold Fim and whom He holds ARE the universe, all else must be OUTSIDE,
where NOTEING is. You have taught this, and from far off in the universe,
yet not bayond yuurself, the witpesses to your teaching have gathered to help
you learn., Their gratitude‘has Jjolned with yours and God's to sirengthen |
your faith in what you taught, " For what you taught is true. Alone, you
stand ovtside your teaching and APART from it. . But WITH them you must learn
that you but '(‘auer. YOURSELF, and learned from the conviction you shared with
then,
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- This year you will begin to learn, and make leai‘ning commensurate

with teaching., You have chosen this by your own willingness tq‘\ teach, '
Though you seemed to suffer for it, the joy of teaching will yet be yours,
For the joy of teaching is in the LEARNER, who offers it _fbo tha teacher in
grat_ituda, and shares it with him. Aas you learnm, your gr;gtitucie to your
Self, Who teaches you what He is, will grow and help yon.‘honor..Him. And you
Will learn His power and strength and purity, and love Him as .l?fis Father does,
* His Kingdom has no limits and no end, and there is nothing in Him that is not
perfect and eternal., A1l this is YOU, and nothing outside ofZthis IS you, .

To your most holy Self all praise is due for v;hat'yau are, and for
what He is Who éreated you as you are, Sooner or later must e#eryohe bridge
the gap which he imagines exists between his selves. Eaeh one builds this
bridge, which carries him ACROSS the gap a&s soon as he is willing to exi)end
some little effort on behalf of bridging it. His 1ittls efforts are pover-
fully supplemented by the strength of Heaven, and by the united will of all
who make Heaven what it is, being joined within it. And so the one who would .
;:rosé over is literally transporied thers.,

Your bridge is builded stronger than you think, and your foot is
planted firmly on it. Eave no fear that the attraction of those v¥ho stand on
the other side and wait for you will not draw you safely across. For you WILL

come where you would be, and where your Self awaits you,

-0 -
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Illusion and Reality of Love

~ Belnot afraid to look upon the special hate relationship, for
freedom lies in looking at it. It would be impossible not to know the
meaning of love, except for. this. For the special love relationship, in
which the meaning of love is 10ST, is undertaken solely to offset the hate,
but NOT to let it go. Ibur salvation will rise clearly before your open
eyes ag youﬁlook on this. You cannot LIMIT hate. The special love relation-
ship will not offset it, but will merely drive it underground and out of
sight. It is essential to brin_g it INTO sight, and to make no attempt to
hide it. Ror it is the attempt to balance hate with love that MAXES love
meaningless to you. ' The extent of the split that lies in this you do not
realize, - Ard UNTIL you do,'the spldt will remaln unrecognized, and therafore
unhealed. |

The symbols of hate against the symbols of love ﬁlay out a conflict
which does not exist. For symbols stand for something ELSE, and the symbol
of love is without meaning if love is evérything. You will go through this
last vndoing quite unharmed, and will at last emerge 23 yourself., This is
the last step in the readiness for God. Be not unwilling now; ysu are too
near, and you will cross the bridge in parfect safety, translated quietly
from war to peace. For the illusion of love will NEVER satisfy, but its
reality, which awaits you on the other side, will give you eveﬁ?thing.

- The special lovs relationship is an attempt to limit the destructive
effects of hate by finding a haven in the storm of gailt. It makes no attempt
to rise ABOVE the storm, intp the sunlight. On the contrary, it emphasizes
guilt OUTSIDE the haven by attempting to build barricades against it, and
keep within them. The special love rélatiopship is not perceived as a value
in itself, but as a place of safety from which hatred is split off, and kept
apart, The specisl love partner is acceptable only as long as he serves
this purpose. Hatred can enter, and indesd is welcome in SOME aspects of the

relationship, but it is still held togsther by the illusion of love, If the
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11lusion goes, the.rei#tionship is broken or becomss unsatisfying on the
grounds of disillusiorment. . | '
_ Love is NOT #n illusion. Tt is a f?ct. Where disillusiomment is
pbsaible, there was not love but hate. For héte IS an illusion, and-uhafﬁcan
change was NEVER love. It is certaln that those who select certain ones as
partners in any aspect of living, and use them for any purpose which they.
would not share with others, are trying to LIVE with gpilt rather than Dfﬁ of
it, This is the choice they see. And love, to them, is only an escape from
death, They. seek it desperafely, but not in the peace im which it would
gladly come quietly TO them. And when they find the fear of dsath is still
-upon them, the love relationship LOSES the illusion that it ia what it is
not. For when the barricades against it are broken, fear rushes in and ~
‘hatred triumphs. ' '

_ There are no triumphs of love. Only hate is concerned with the
"triumph of love" at all. The 1llusion of love CAN triumph over the illusion
.of hate, but always at the price of making BOTH illusions. As long as the
11lusion of hatred lasts, 5o long will love be an illusion to you. And then
the only choice which remains possible is which illusion you prefer, There
IS no conflict in the choice betwsen truth and illusion. Seen in THESE
terms, no-ons would hesitate. But conflict emters the instant the choice
seens to bs one betwzen ILLUSIONS, for this choice does not matter, Where
one choice is as dangercus as the other, the decision HUST be one of despalir.
 Your task is not to seek for love, but merely to seek and find ALL
of the barriefs.vithin yourself which you have built AGAINST it. It is not
necessary to seekx for what is true, but it IS necessary to seek for what is
false, Fvery illusion is one of fear, whatever form it takes, ird the
attempt to escape from one illusibn into another MUST fail., If you seek
love outside yourself, you can be certain that you percelve hatred within,
and are AFRAID of it. Yet peace will never come from the illusion of love,

but ONLY from its reality.
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Recognize: this, for it is true, and truth MUST be recognized if it
is to be distinguished from ‘;:'i.liu_sion: The special love relafionship is an
attempt to bring ]J:ive into féa.r, and make it REAL in fear. In fundamental
viclation of love's conditib?:, the special love relationship would accomplish
the impossible, How but in illusion COULD this be dome? It is essential that
"we look vefy closely at exactly what it is you think you can do to solve the
- dilemma which seems very real to you, but which does not exist., TYou have come
very close to truth, and orﬂy this stands between you and the bridge that leadr
you into it. ...' -

Heaven waits silently, and yaur creations are holding out their
hands to help you cross, and welcome them, For it is THEY you SEEK. You
seek but for yowr own completion, and it is they who render you complete.
The special love relationship isl but a shabby substitute for what makes you
whole in truth, NOT in illusion., Your relationship with them is withcut
guilt, and this enables you to look on all your brothers with gratitude, be-
cause your creations were created in union WITK them. Acéept‘ance of your-
creations is the acceptance of ths oneness of creation, without which you
could never BT complete. No specialness can offer you what CGod has given,
and what you are joined with Him in giving.

Across the bridge is your completien, for you will be wnolly in
God, willincr for nothing special, but only to be wholly like unt.o Him,
completing Him by YOUR completion, Fear not to cross to the abode of peace
and perfect holiness. Only there is the completion of God and of His Son
established forever. Seek not for this in the bleak world of illusion, where
nothing is certain, and where everything fails to satisfy. In the Name of
God, be wholly williﬁg to abandon ALL illusions. In any relationship in
which you are wholly willing to accept completion, and ONLY this, there is
God completed, and His Son with Him, N

The bridge that leads to union in yourself MUST lead to knowledge,
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" for 4% vas bullt with God besids you, and will lead you straight to Him,
| where your completion rests, wholly compatible with His. Every $llusion

" which you accept into your mind by Judging it to be attainadle removes

: your ovn sense of completion, and thus denies the Wholensss of your Father,
Every fantasy, be it of love or hate, deprives you of knowledge s for fantasies

are the veil behind which truth is hidden., To 14ft the veil which seems so
dark and heavy, it is only needful to value truth beyond ALL fantasy, and to

“be entirely unwilling to settle for i1lusion IN PLACE of truth.

Would you not go THROUGH fear to love? For such the journey seems
to be., Love calls, but hate would have you stay. Hear not the. ca.'ll of hate,
and 8ee no fantasies. See in the call of hate , and in every fantasy that
rises to delay you, but the call for help which rises ceaselessly from you
to your Creator. Would He not answer you whose completion is ﬁis? He loves
you, wholly without illusion, 2s you must love, For love IS wholly without
illusion, and therefore wholly without fear, VWhom God remembers MUST be
whole. And God has never forgotten what makes HIM whole. 1In your completion
lles the memory of His ¥holeness, and His gratitude to you fer His completion,
In His link with you lie bofh His inability to forget, and your abilit ty to
remember. In Him are joined your w:_lln.ngness to low(e s and all the Love of
God, Who forgot you not.

Your Father can no more forget the truth in you than you can fail

to remember it, The Holy Spirilt is the bridge to Him, made from your willing-

ness to unite with Him, and created by His joy in union with you. The journey

that seemed to be endiess is almest complete, for what IS endless is very near.
You have almost recognized it. Turn with me firmly away from 111 illusions
NOW, and let nothing stand in the way of truth. We will take the last foolish
Journey AWAY from trutb together, and then together we go straight to God, iu
Joyous answer to His call for EHis ccrpletion. |

If special relat.ionships of an;} kind would hinder God's completion,
CAN they have any value to you? Wnat would interfers with God MUST int terfere
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ﬁth you."_ 'Oxily in time -does interference in Géc‘i‘"s completion seem to0 be
possible. The bridge that He would cafry-you 313.!'058 1ifts you from tine '
into eternity. Waken from time, and answer fe;i'lessly the call of Him Who
gave eternity to you in your cr;a‘hion. On this“side of the bridge"ﬁo time-
-lessness you understand nlcl'ati":ing.. But as you sﬁép \lightly across it, upheld
BY timelessness, you are directed straight to -i'gxe Heart of God., At Its
center-, and ONLY there, you are safe forever, because you are COMPLETE for-

ever. There is no veil the lLove of God in us_together cannot 1fE, The way
’ ' -
to truth is open. Follow it with me, -

-
-

-0-
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Specialness and Guilt :

" In looking at the special relationship, it is necessary first to

realize that it invelves a great amount of pain. Anxiety, despair, guilt

_ and attack all enter into it, broken into by periods in which they SEEM to
be gone. A1l these must be understood for what they are. Whatever fonm
.they take, they are always an attack on the self to make the OTHER guilty.
We have spoken of this befores but there are some aspects of what is really
being attempted that ié have not touched upon.

Very simply, the attempt to make guilty 1s ATWAYS directed against
God. For the ego would have:you ses Him, and Him AIONE, as guilty, leaving
the Sonship open to attack, and unprotected from it. The special love rela-
tionship is the ego's chief weapon for keeping you from Heaven., It does not
APPEAR to be a weapon, but if you consider EOW you value it and WHY, you will
realize what it must be. - The special love relationship is the ego's most
boasted gift, and one which has the most appeal to those unwilling to re-
linquish guilt. The "dynamics" of the ego are clearest here, for counting
.on the attrazetion of this offering, the fantasies which center arcund it are
often quite open., Here they are usually judged to be acceptablz, and even
natural, No-one considers it bizarre to love and hate together, and even
those who believe that hate is sin merely feel guilty, and do not correct it.

This IS the "natural® condition of the separatién, and those who
" learn that it is not natural at all seem to be the UMMATURAL ones., For this
world IS ihe opposite of Beaven, being MADE to be its opposite, and every-
thing here takes a direction exactly opposite of what is true. In Heaven,
where the meaning of love is known, love is thé same as UNION. Here, where
the illusion of love 1s accepted in love's place, love is perceived as
separation and EXCLUSION.

It 1s in the special relationship, born of the hidden wisk for
special love from Cod, that the ego's hatred triumphs. For the special re-
lationship is the RENUNCIATION of the love of God; and the attempt to secure
for the self the specialness wnich He denied, It 1s essential to the
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preservatioﬁ of the ego that you believe this spacialness is not hell,
but Heaven., For the ego would never have you see thgi separation ean
ONLY be loss, being the one conditicn in which Haaven CANNOT be,

o everyone Heaven is completion. There can be no disagreement
on thia, because both the ego and the Holy Spirit accépt it. They are,
howaver, in COMPLETE disagreement on what completion;lsg and HOW it is
accomplished, The Boly Spirit knows that completion lies first in union,
and then in the extension of union. To the ego, completion lies in triumph,
and in the extension of the Myictory" even to the fmal triumph over God. -
In this it sees fhé_ﬁltimate freedom of the self, for nothing would remain °
to interfere with IT, This IS its idea of Heaven. From this it follows
that union, which is a condition in which the ego CANNOT interfere, MOST

be hell.

The specizl relationship is a strangs and unnatural ego device for
joining hell and Heaven, and making them indistinguishable. And the atiempt
to find the imagined "best" of both worlds has merely led to fantagsies of
both, and to the inability to perceive either cne as it is. The sﬁecial
relationship is the triumph of this confusion. It is a kind of union from
which union is EXCLUDED, and the basis for the ATTEMPT at union rests on ex-
clusion, What better example could there be of the ego's maxim;.“Seek'but
"do not find?"

Most curious of all is the concept of the self which the égo.
fosters in the special relationship, This "self" seeks the relationship to
make itself complete. Yet when it FINDS the special relationship in which
it thinks it can accomplish tpis, it gives itself AWAY, and tries to "trade"
itself for the self of another. This is not union, for there is no irereass
and no extension. Each partner'tries to sacrifice the self he does not want
for one he thinks he would prefer. And he feels guilty for the "sin" of
taking, and of giving nothing of value in return. For how rmuch value CAN
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he place upon & self that he would give away to get a better one?

The "better" self the ego seeks is always one that is MORE special,
And whosver seems to posses a special self is "loved® for what can bs taken
FROM him. Where both partners see this special self in each-other, the ego
sees "a union made in HEaven. For neither one will recognize that he has
asked for hell, and so he will not interfere with the ego'ﬁ;illusion of
Heaven, which it offered him to INTERFERE with Heaven, Yet if all illusions
are of fear, and they CAN be of nothing elsa, the 11lusion of Heaven is
nothing more than an Mattractive" form ¢f fear, in which the guiit is buried
deep, and *ises in the form of "love." ' _ i .

The appéal of hell lies only in the terrible attraction of guilt,
which the ego holds out to those who place their faith in littienéss. The
conviction of littleness lies in EVERY special relationship, for only the
deprived could VALUE spscialness, The demand for speclalness, and the per-
ception of the giving of specialness as an act of love, would make love

'HATEFUL. And the real purpose of the special relationship, in stirict accordanc

with the ego's goals, is to destroy reality and substitute illusion, Tor the
ego is ITSILF an illusion, and only illusions CAN be the witnesses to its
"reality."

If ycu perceived the epeeial ra’ationshlg as a triumph’ over Ged,
would you WANT it? Let us not think of its fearful naturs, nor of ths gullt
it must entail, nor of the sadness and the loneliness, For these are ohly

_attributes of the whole religion of the separation, and of the total context

in which it is thought to occur, The central theme in its litany to sacrifice
is that God must die so YOU can live. And it is this theme which is acted
out in the special relationship. Tarouzh the death of YOUR self, you think
you can attack another self; and snatch it from the other to raplace the

self which you despise. And you despise it because you do not think it

offers the specialpess which you demand. And HATING it, you have made it
little and unworthy because you are AFRAID of it.
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- How can you grént unlimited power to.what you thinkiyou have
attacked5' So fearful has the truth becoms to you that UNLES§‘it is weak
and 2ittle, you would not dare to look upon it. You think iﬁ safer to
endow the little self which you have made thh pover you ﬂRESTED from truth,
triumphing ovgr it and leaving it helpless. See how'EXACTLY-is_this ritual
enacted in the special relationship. An altar is erected ix{ between two
separate peoplé_bn which each seeks to kill his self, and on his body raise
another self which takes its power from his death. Over and over and over
this ritval is enacted, And it is NEVER completed, nor evér WILL be
completed. For the ritual of completion CANNOT cqmplete, and 1life arises
not from death nor Heaven from hell.

Whenever any form of special relationﬂhin tempts you to seek for

‘love in ritual, remember love is CONTENT, and not form of ANY kind. The

special relatlionship is a RITUAL of form, aimed at the raising of the form
to take the placs of God at the EXPENSE of content. There IS no meaning in

the form, and there will never be. The special relationship must be recog- -

nized for what it is; a senseliess rltuul, in which strength is extracted

from the death of God, and invested in His killer 23 the sign that form has
triumphed over content, and love has lost its meaning., Would you WANT this
to be possible, even apart from its evident impossibility? TFor 1f it ﬁERE

 possible, you would have mads YOURSZILF helpless. GCod 1s not angry. He

merely could not let this happen. You CANNOT changs His Mind,

No rituals that you have set up, in which the dance of death de-
lights you, can bring death to the eternal. Nor can your chosgn substitute
for the Wholeness of God have any influence at 21) upon It. See in the
speéial relationship nothing more than a meaningless attempt to raise other
gods before Him, and by worshipping them, to obscure THEIR tininess and His
GREATNESS. In the name of your completion, you do not WANT this. For every
idol which you raise to place before Him stands before 10U, in place of
what you ARE,



?é - 43 -

Salvation lies in the simple fact that illusions are not fearfuy
because‘s“ they are not TRU'E. They but seem to be feariful to the exf,'ent to
which &ou fail to recognize them for what they are, and you WILL fail to do
this to the extent to which you WANT them to be true. And to the same.
extent you are DENYING truth, and so are making youraelf unable to make the
aimple choice between truth and 111usion; God and fantasy. Remember this »
-and you will have no difficulty in perceiving the decision as just what it
IS, and nothing more-.. '

< The core of the separation delusion lies simply in the FANTASY of
dest;uction of love's meaning., And unless love's meaning 1s RESTORED to
you, you cannot know yourself who SHARE its meaning, Separa-tion is only the
decision NOT to know yourself. Its whole thought system is a carefully con-
trived learning experience, designed to lead AWAY from truth and into f'antasy.
Yet for every learning that would murt you, God offers you correction ang
complete escape from ALL its consequances. The decision whether or not to
listen to this course and follow 1t is but the choice between truth and '
illusion. For here is truth, SEP:"R.A'._I'ED fream illusion, and not confused with
it at 2131, )

, How simple does this choice become when it is perceived as only
what it is., For ONi.Y i‘ant;sies made coni‘usio_n in choosing possgible, and they
are totally unreal. This year is thus the time to make the sasiest cecision
that ever confrontsd you, and aiso the ONLY one, TYou will cross the bridge
into reality simply because you will recognize that God is on the other sida,
and nothing AT ALL is hers, It is impossible NOT to make the nmatural decisie:
as this i{s realized,



The Bridge to the Real: World | '
The ssarch for the special relationship is the sign t.hat you

equate yourself with the ego, and not. wlth God. For the special relation-

ship has value ONLY to the ego. To the ego UNLESS a relationship has special
value it has NO meani:i:g,_ and it perceives ALL love as special. Yet-this

| CANNOT be natural, for it is unliks the relationship of God and His Som, and
811 relationships that are unlike this One MUST be unmatural, ForeGod created
love as He would have it be, and gave it as it IS, Love has no meaning
except as its Creator defined it by He Will, I+ it impossible to:aefine it
otherwise and _-WDERng it, ' - '

Love is FREEDOM. To look for it by placing yourself in bondage is
to SEPARATE yourself from it. For the love of God, no longer seek for union
in separation, nof for freedom in bondage! As you release, so will you be
released, Forget this not, or love will be unable to find you and comfort
you. There is a way in which the Holy Spirit asks your help, if you would
have His. The holy instant is His most helpful tool in protecting you from
the attraction of guilt, ths real lure in the special reiatidnship,_ You do
not recegnize that this IS its real appeal, for the ego has taught you that
FREEDUM lies in i%. Yet the closer you look at the specizl relationship, the
rnore apparent it becomes that it MUST foster guilt and therefore ‘fUST imprisorn

The speclal relatioaship is totally without meaning withouu a body.
And if you value it, you mast ALSO value the body, And what you value you
WILL keep. The special relationship is a device for limiting YOUR self to a
'bocxy, and for limiting your perception of others to THEIRS. The great I_‘g_y_s_:_
would establish the total LACK of value of the special relationship, if they
were sea2n. For in seeing them, the body would disappéar because its VALUE
would bs lost. And so ycur whole investment in seeing it would be withdrawn
from it. TYou see the world you VALUE.,

On this side of the bridge, you see the world of separate bodies,
seoking to join each other 1n separate unions, and to become one by losing.
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+ When TWO"';'u.ndividuals see‘k to become one, they are trying to DECREASE their
: magnitudé_. Each would dery his power, for the SEPARATE union excludes the
" universe, Far more is.left outside than would be taken in. For God is left

without, and NOTHING taken in, If ONE such union were made in perfect faith,
the unijefse WOULD enter into it,. Yet the special relationship which the
ego seeks does not include even one whole individual. For the ego wants 'but
PART of him, and sees ONLY this part and nothing else. _

.- Across the bridge; it is s¢ differenté For a time the body is
still s‘éen, but not exclusively, as it is seen here., For the little spark
which holds the great rays within it is ALSO visible, and this spérk cannot
be limited long to 1it.t1e-ness. Once you have crossed the bridge, the value
of the body is s¢c diminished in your sight,' that you will see no need at all
to magnify it, For you will realize that the only value which the body' has
is to enable you to bring your brothers to the bridge WITH you, and to be
released TOGETHER there.

The bndfre itself is nothing more than a transition in your per-
spective of reality. On this side, sverything you see is grossly distorted
and cozhpletely out' of perspective, What is little and insi.gnii‘icant is
magnified, and what is strong and powerful cut down to littleness. In the
transition there is a period of confusion, in which a senss of actua_'l. dis-

'-orientation seems to occur. But fear it not, for it means nothing more than
that you have been willing to lst go yowr hold on the cistorted frams of

" reference which seemed to hold your werld together. fThis frame of reference
is built around the special relatiorship. WITHOUT this illusion, there can
BE no meaning you would st11l seek here,

Fe_;ar not that you will be abruptly lifted uvp and hurled into
reality, Time is kind, and if you use it FOR reality, it will keep gentle
pace with you in ybur transition, The urgency is dn'.‘.y in dislodging your
minds from their fixed position here. This will not leave you homeless, and
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without a frame of reference, The'periqd,of disorientation, which pre-
cedas the aciua.l transition, is far short'_._‘ez_' than the time it took to i‘i_x‘-‘-
your minds so firmly on illusions, Delsj will hurt you now more than bew
fore, only because you realize it IS deldy, and that escape from pain is
really possible. Find ho;:;e and comfort, rather than despair, in this: You
could no longer find even the ILLUSION of love in any special relationskip
here. For you are no longer wholly insane, and you would recognize the guilt
of self-betrayal for what it IS. '

-
-

Nothing you seegk to strengtheg in the special relaticnship is.
REATLY part of you, And you cannot keep pai't of the thought system which
taught you it was real, and understand the Thought that REATLY knows what
you are. You HAVE allowed the Thought of your reality to enter your minds,
and because you invited it, it WILL abide with you, Yowr love for it will
not allow you to betray yourself, and you could not enter into a relation-
ship where it could not go with you, for you would not BE apart from it.

Be glad you have escaped the mockery of salvation which the ego’
offered you, and leok not back with lorging on the travesiy it made of your
relationships. Now no-one need suffsr, for ycu have come too far to yleld
to the illusien of the beauty ahd holiness of guilt. Only the wholly insane
could leok on death and suffering, sickness and despair, and sée it thus.
What guilt has wrought is ugly, fearful and very dangerous, "éea no illusion
of truth and beauty there. And be you thankful that there IS a place where
truth and beauty wait for you. Go on to meet them gladly, and learn how
much awaits you for the simple willingness to give up nothing BECAUSE it is
nothing. '

The new perspective you will gain froem crossing over will be the
vnderstanding of where Heaven IS. From here, 1t seems to be outside and
across the bridge, TYet as you cross to join it, it will join with YOU and
become one with you, And you will think, in glad astonishmaent, that for all
this you gave up NOTHIKG! The joy of Heaven, which has no limit, is increasec
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with each light that)returns to take its rightful place within $t, Wait
no longer, for the I_-_éw of God and YOU.. And may the holy instant speed
you on the way, as it. will surely do if you but let it come to you.

The Holy Spirit asks only this 1ittle help of you. Whenever your
thoughts wander to a- special relationship which still attracts you, enter
with Fm into a hol% instant, and there let Eim release you. He neceds only
your willingness to SHARE His perspective to give it 4o you completely, And
your willingness need not bs complete because HIS is perfect. It :‘x’.é His task
to atone for your %millingness by His perfect faith, and it is His faith you
share with Him there. Out of your recognition of your unwillingness for your
release, His PERFECT willirgness is given you. Call upon Him, for Hezaven is
at His c2ll. And LI;‘T Him call on Heaven FOR you.

-0 -
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The End of Illusions - '

" It is impossible to let the past go without relinquishing the
speclal rélationship. For the special relationship is an attempt to RE-
ENACT the past and CHANGE it. Imagined slights, remembered pain, past dis-
appointments, perceived injustices and deprivations all enter into the .

specﬂ\.al relationship, which beébmes a way in which you seek to restore your
vounded self-esteem. Wha;t basié would you have for choosing 2 slpeqiall -
partner WITHOUT the past? Every such cholce is made because of semething
"evil" in the past, to which you ¢ling, and for which must someone else atoﬁe. -
j The special relatlonship TAKES VENGRANCE on the past. B§r seeking -

to remove suffering In the past, it OVERLOOKS the 'present in its preoccupation
with the past and its total commitment to it. NO special relationship is ex- .
rerienced in the present. OShades of the past envelop it, and make it what it
is. It HAS no meaning in the present, and if it means nothing NOW; it cannot
have any real meaning at all. How can you change the past EICEPT in fantasy?
And who can give you what you think the paét deprived you of? The past is
pothing, Do not seek to lay the blame for deprivation cn it, for the past is
gone, You canuot really FOT let go what has ALREADY gene. 1t must be, there-
fora, that ycu are maintaining the illasion t-hét it bas NOT gone bescause you
think it servss some purpose that you want FULFILLED, And it must also be
that this purpose could FOT be filfilled in the present, but ONLY in the past.

Do rot underestimate the intensity of the ego's drive for vengeancs
on the past, It is completely cavage and completely insane. For the ego
remembers everything that you have done which o6ffended it, and seeks retri-
bution of YOU, The fantasiss it brings to the .special relationships it
chooseg in which to act out its hate are fantasies of YOUR destruction., For -
the ego holds the past AGAINST you, and in your ESCAPE from the past, it sees
itself deprived of the vengsance it believes that you so Justly merit. Tet
without your alliance in your own destruction, the ego could not hold you to
the past. _

In the special relationship, you ars ALLOWING }our destruction to
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be., That this is insane is obvious. But what is less obvious to you. is |
that the PRESENT. is useless to you while yon pursue the ego's goal =g its
ally., The past is gone; seek not to preserve it in the special relationship
which binds you to it, and would teach you that salvation is past, dand that
you must return TO the past to find salvation. There is no fantasy which
does not contain the dream of retribution fi; the pé.st. !;!ould you.act out
the dream, or let it go?

In the special relationship, it does not SEEM to be an acting out
of vengeance which you seek. And even wherf the hatred and the sav:igery
break briefly through into swareness, the ialgsion of. love is not profoundly
shaken, Yot the one thing which the ego never allows to reach awareness is
that the special relationship is the acting .out of vengeance on YOURSELF,
But what else COULD it be? In seeking the special relationship, you look
not for glory in YOURSELF, TYou have denied that it is THERE, and the rela-
timnship becomes your SUSSTITUTE for it. And vengeance beccmes your sub-
stitute for Atonnment, and the ESCAFE from vengeance beccmas your 1oss.

Against the ego's insane notion of salvation the Foly Spirit
gently lays the holy instant. We said before that the Holy Spirit must
teach through comparisons, and uses opposites to poiat tc tru;ﬁ.h. The holy
instant is the OPPOSITE of the ego's fixed belief in salvation:through -
vengeance for the past. In the holy instant, it is accepted that the past
is gone, and with its passing the drive for vengeance has been uprooted, and
has disappeared. The stillness and the peace of NOW enfolds you in perfect
gentleness. Everything is gone e: cept the truth.

For a time, you may atterrp‘c. to bring illusions into the hely in-
stant to hinder your full awareness of the COMPLETE difference s in all
respects, betyeen your expsrience of truth and illusion. Yet yor will not
attempt this long. In the holy instant, the power of the Holy Spirit will
prevail because yun JOINED Eim, The 1llusions you bring with you will

weaken the experience of Him for a while, and will preveni you frem keeping
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the experience in your mind, Yet the holy instant IS eternal, and your ‘
illusions of time will not prevent the timelesswsms from being what it is,
nor you from experiencing it as it is, |

VYhat God has given you is truly given, and will be truly RECEIVED
For Cod's gifts HAVE no reality apart from your receiving then, YOUR re-
ceiving completes His GIVING, Ybu.will receive BECAUSE it is Fis Will +o
give. He gave the hply instant to be given you, and it is impossible that
you receive it not BECAUSE He gave it. When He willed that His Son be free,
Fis Son WAS free., In the holy instant is His reminder that His Son will
always be EXACTLY as he was created. And everything the Holy Spirit teaches
you 1s to remind you that you BAVE received what God ﬁas given fau.

There is nothing you can hold against reality, A1l that must be
forgiven are the 1llusions-you have held against your brothers. Their.
reality HAS no past, and only illusions can BE forgiven. God hold nothing.
against anyone, for He is incapable of illusions of ANY kind. Release your
brothers from the slavery.of their 1llusions by forgiving them for the
illusions which YOU perceive iﬁ thiem, Thus will yoﬁ learn that YOU have been
forgiven, for it is YOU who offered them illusions, In the holy instant this
is done for you IN TIME, to bringz to }ou ths true condition of Heaven.

Remafnber that you always choose between truth and illusiong between
.the REAL Atonement which would heal and the ego's "atcnément" which would
' destroy. The power of God and all His Love, without 1limit, will support you
as you seek only your place in thé rlan of Atonement arising from His Love.
Be an ally of God ahd_ngt tha ego in seeking how Atonement can come to you.
His help suffices, for His Messenger undersiands how to restore the Kingdom
to you, and to place ALL your investrent in salvation in your relationship
with Him, . |
 Seek and FIND His message in the holy instant, where all illusions
are forgiven. From there the miracle extends to bless everyone and to re-

sclve all problems, be they perceived as great or small, possible or impossib.
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There is ,nothing that"wiil not give place to Him and to His majesty, To.
"Join in closa relationship with Hin is to accept relationships as REAI.
.and through their reality to give over all 11lusions for the reality of
your relationship with God, . Praise be to your relationship with Him, and
to no other. The truth 1ies here, and nowhere else. You choose this or
NOTHING, ‘ ' '
| "Forgive us owr illusions, Father, and help us to accept our true
relatiopéhip with You, in which there are no illusions, and where
none can ever enter. Our holiness is Yours, What can there bé in
us that NEEDS forgiveness when Yours is perfect? The sleep of forget-.
fulness is only the unwillingness to remember Your i‘orgivenesé and
Your Love, ILet us no{: wander into 'bemptati;n, for the temptation of
the Son of God is not Your I~Ij1]_.. And let us receive only what YOoU
have given, -and accept but this into the minds which You creatsd,
and which You love. Amen."



