Chapber 1.

INTRODUCTION TO MIRACLES

)

This is a course in miracles. It is a vrequi:'a& courss, in}' the
time you taks 1% is wvolundary, Frée will doez not mean that yon can estab-
1gh the cuwrriculim, T4 means d.nly that you may elect what you want to take
at a given Uime. :

.Th;e course does nod aim a2t tsaching the meaning of love ,;for that
is beyond what can be taught. It does zim, however, at removing the bleeks
to the awareness of love's Presence; Which is yévr natural inheritance. The
opposite of love ig fear, but what ls all-encoempassing can have To opposite.

‘I'his course can therefere be sumned up very simply in tl_;i.s ways

Nothing real can be threatened, .
Nothing uwreel exdsts. .

L\.re.a.n lies ths Psace of (od.

Principles of Miracles

1. There is ro order of difficnliy among miracles., Ons is not
Tharder” or "pigger® than anciher. ’fhey arg all the sams, All expressions
of love are maximal,

"2, Miracles as sceh do not matter, The only thing that matiera is
thelir Souxce, Which 13 far bsyond human evaluation.

3. Miresles occur naturally as expressions of love. The real
miracle is the love that inspires them, In this sense, gverything that comes
from love is a miracls,

Lk, ALl miracles mean 1372, and Cod is the Civer of 1ife. His Volcs
will direct you very spacifiezlly, Yeu will be 234 all you need to know,

5. Miracles are habits and should be inveluwatary. They should not be

¥

undsr eonscicus control. Conszionsly sclected miracles can be misgulded.

6, Miracles are natural, Yaen thoy do NOT oceur som zothing has geae

= 2 amin ™ - - o el alad — X : L3 ams
f» Mipacies are evoryone's riski. brf puyillcsiicn 45 nececsary LifsTs.

€, Miracles s#o Goaling Locste wuer supply & leoak in that they are

&

periermad by these vho temporarilz hats acis Top thoss was Sermorarily have 1
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9. Himcleo are & kind of exchwuu. Like a1l exprescions of love,
tmich are ALWAYS miraculous in the true sense, the exchange reversss the
physical laws. They dring ¥ORE love both 4o tho giver AHD the receiver.

| 10_.‘ The use of miracles as spectacles to INLUCE ba‘lie*‘ is wrongs
or, better, 19 a misunderstanding of their purposs. They are geally used
FOR and BY believers.

135 Prayer is the madium of miraclies, Prayer is the natural .
corsunication of the created with the Creator, Through prayer love is re-
eelved, end t"xro.lgh miracles love is expresssd.

12, ¥iracles are thoughts. Tnoughts can represent lower-order or
highe_;r-d'rd-er raality. This is the basic distineticn belween intellectvz.iizing
and 'thi:ﬂ.id.:zg, Ona makes the physical and the other crsates the tp.....c.tt al, and
we belisve in what we make or create. | _

13, Miracles are both baginnings and endings. They thus aliter tha
tomporal order, They are alweys affirmations of rebirth, which szem €0 g0
b2k, but really go forward. They undo the past in the present, and thus re-
leass the future,

1}, Miracles bsar witness to truih., They ars convineing beeaﬁse they
ariss frem conviction. Wltneut couvietlon they ci-—steriorats into magic, which
is mindless, end therefore destruciive; or rather, ibe rncreative uss of mind.

15, Eoch dny ehowld bs devoted 4o miracles, The purposs of tims is
%o enable man to learn Yo use it coz:struétively. Tizs is thus a teaching
device, and & means to an end. It wili coase when 1t is no longar weafdl in

'faciliiatihg learning,

18, Miracles sro Ysaching dovicss for d::o*stra*‘ino thet 4t 19 more
_ Yiessed to glve than to recolve. Ihey simwltaneoesly increass the atrf'*. th

of the givs: and supply strength to the recsiver,

17, ¥iracles ave ths transcendanco of the body. They are suiden

shifts into <rvisivility, eway frcz & gense of lover-order reclity, Thab 23

¥hy they hed
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18, & miraclo is & service, I% is the maximal servico one in- |
dividual can rendsr another. It is a way of lo&ing your neighber as ycu%aelf.
The doer recognizes his own dnd his neighbor’s inestimable worth simaliapeously.

19, Hirac‘leé méke minds one in God, 'Z‘izey depend on co.capsratiozi, be-

cause the éonship.is the sum of all the Soulsvgyd created, Miracles therefors
re8d on the laws of eternity, not of tine, T
20, Hiracles reawaken the awarensss that the Spirit, not the dbody,
is tae alter of truth, Ths is the recognitich that leads to the healing.
“poﬁéf“bf’ﬁha*miracle{.' ' -_ ' ) 'f

21, Miracles are natural 'ezpressibns of total forgivensss, Tnrough

miracies,'man eccepts God's forgivenass by exténding it to others. "

22, Mirecles are associated with fear cnly'becénse of tho fallacious
bellef that darkness can HIDE, Man believes that what he cannot see does ot
eﬁiat, and his physical eyes cannot 329 in the dark. This is a very primitiva-
solution, and has 1ed to & dealal of the Spiritual eye% The escaps from dark-
pe3s involves two stages: _ ' |

A, The recognitlon that darkness CARNOT hide, This =iep
wsually enta.ila fear,
3. 'he recoguition that there is nothing you WART o hide,
. aven if you COULD., This step brings EICAPS fron fear.

23. Hiracles rearrange perception, and place ths levels of por-
ceftion in e perépcdtive. This heals at ALL levels, bocause elicknass
cones from confusing the levsls. |

When you have decous willing to hids nothing, you will not orly be
willing to enter inmdo commmundon, bub w1l alss undarsﬁanﬁ peace and joy.

Tour commiiment 45 not yoi todal. and that is vhy you still have mors to lsarn

tran to ts2ch. When your equilitrium siabilizes, yuu %ill de able to teach as

Bk 88 you Jearn, which will plive you ths proper balancs., HMsanwhils, rencmber
tnat po effort is wasted, for unless you remember this, you cannot zvail your-

szlves of Y effcrte; wnieh ARE linitlesss Onty ster— - %o recl. Wy xoé

nea the Llusicn of tima conshrustivaly?

-

#*The tera "Snirdtnal =yo® is later replaced by the Holy Joloid

2
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2h, Miraclos enable man to heal the sick and raise the dead becauso
he nade sickness and death h.imsglf, and can abolish both, YOU are a rﬂ.irac.;e s
eapable of creatir;g in the 1ikéneés of your Crestor. Everything else is
only your own nighizmare, and does not exist, Only the Creations of ?.ight ers

real. *

25. Hﬁac‘les are part of an in{erlocking chain of forglveness which;
when completed,l 25 tho Abonement. This process works all the iime,rand in
&l the di'-:'-:ez;siox}s of tima, . : .

I an in charge of ﬁha process of Atonccnént, wnich I undertook to
begin, When you offer a miracle unio any of my brothers, you do it unto
YOURSELF and mo, The reason IOU come before ME is that I do not nead miracles
for ny own Atomement, but I stand at the end in case you fail temporarily. The
purpose of iy pard in the Atonsment is the carcelling out of 811 lacks of love
which mon eculd not othemrss correct. The word ®sin" should bs changed o
®lack of 1ove," bocause "ein® is a man-uads woz;&/é with threat comnodations
whish he nads up hinmself. Yo REAL thrsat is involved snywhere, Hothing is
gained by ﬁ'ighuri_ing yoursolves, and it is very destructive to do so.

... 26, Hiracles repr resent FREEDOM frea fear. PAtonirz" reslly means
®undoinz.® The wndeing of *car is an egsential part of 4ha Atonersmy value
of h.if acles,

'fhs purpose of ths Atox:mmt is to restore EVERITAING Yo you; or
rather, to restore it to your AWAREUESS. You were GIVEY ovorything vhon you
were created, jJust as evoryons was. ¥hen you have baen restored o tha recoge
mdtion of your ozigiral siate, you naturzlly becc:::a part of the Atgnement your-
gelf., As you chore BY inability to tolerate lsek of love in yourself ard
others, jzou_ HUST join the Grezt Crusads to correct it. The elogan for the
Crusade is *Listen, learn, and DO;" -- Listen to ry volce, learn %o undo
erroi'f, and D0 goaething Yo .correct. it. ’

®us povor to work mivecles BELOHGS to you. I will provide the
spportanities 42 &o then, hat I0U must be veady and willing, simce you ave

aircady able, Iwing then will brizg convlction in the sbility, sinse con-

4
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5.
vicfv;ion really comss through accomplishment, Tne ability is the poteniial; "
* thé achiovement is.its exprossion; and the Atonement is the Purpess. )

27. A miracle is a universal blessing from Cod through me to ALL
By ’brothersg It is the privilege of the forgiven to forglive.

- The disciples ware specifically told to be ph;,'sicians of the Lord
and 1o heal others. They were also told to HEAL THEMSELVES, and woere -~
promised t‘mt T would ncver leave them or forsa:ce then. Atonerra it is the
natural pro*essiﬂn of the Childrer\ of God, becauss they ba.re profess\.d me.s
"Beaven and earth shall pass eway" simply means that they will not contimrn
to exist as separate states, My word, which is the Resurrection ard the Light,
ghall not pass away because Light 18 eternal. T0U are ths work of Ood, and His
work 48 wholly 16*:eabla and wholly lovinz, Tris iz how a man VUST think of
himself in his heart, because thie is what he IS.

28, Miracles ave a means of organizing different levels of conselons-
Tess. |

Hi PcC}.@J coms from the below or S‘LT\(‘O"IS\.,Z’H‘IIB leval, Revg;‘;_.ations
coms from the above or superconsclouns Yevel. The conscious level ds ip batwan,
ard reacts to elther sub- or superconseious impulses in varying ratics, fon-
selousness is the level which engagos in the worlu, and is ca-nable 02 responding
te both. Having no irpulses from itself, =nd belng pr‘marily & mockanisn for.
inducing res-sonse, it can be very wrong.

Revelaticn induces complete but tomporary suspension of coudbh and
feér. It represents ths original form of communication betwesn Ced &nd Hic
Sonls, invelving arn extremely parsonal scnse cf clbseﬁess to Creation, walch
man 4ries Yo find in physical reletionships. Foyelcal closernsss CARIOT ashisee
this, The subconsciocus impulses preperly inducs miracies, whaich are geaainaly
interpersonal, and resuit in. veal clogeress to others. Thls ean be nisunder-
glood by a FPERSONALLY willful consciousnrss &3 imotless toward physical
gratification,

Revelation unites Souls direstly with God., Hirzeles undts minds
dirév:‘.‘;'ly wiih each other. Nelihor ewanaies - sepscicusness, bui beih 2we

BYPERIENCED thers., This ic essentdszl, cisee cunscieoincss I8 the siale wilch
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“dnduces action,' though it does ROT i!}spiré. ig, Mun is free {o beliove what
~ he chooses, end what he DOES attests to what hs believes, The deeper levels
of the subconscious ALVAYS con;t.ain the imi:‘ulse t¢ miracles, but man is free
. %o ﬁ.li its more superficizl levels, \m'ic}z are closer to consclionsness, with
the impuises of this world, and to identify himcelf with them. This results
3n DENTTG himself access fo the miraclie level undermeath. In his actions,
then, nis relationships also becoms supeéficial, and mirasle~inspired relating
becc;mes impossible, ) '
29. Miracles are a way of EARNING releasé from fear.
Revelation induces a state in which fear has ALREADY been abolished.
Mirasles sre thus a means, and revelatioﬁ- is an end. Hiracles do rot dapend
on revelationy they INDUCE it. Revelation is intensely persenal, and cannot
getually be translated into conscious content at &ll. Thal is why any atteipy
%o describs it in words is wsually incomprehensible.  Revelation irduces GILY
experienss, Mirscles, on ths other hand, induce ACTIOH., Hiracles are rore

vseful pow, because of their i{nterpersonal mature., In this phace ef learning,

worksng wiracles is more important becouse frsedom from fear camnot be thrust

vpon you.
30, Mirzcles praise Cod through men., Thay pralss CGod by honoring

Fis Oreations, afZirmdng thedr perfection. They heal beceuss they denmy bodg-

idenifieztion nnd affira Sovl-identification. By psreeiving ihs Spirit, i;h:éy
adsust the levels and soe thea in proper aligmeent. This placos the Spirit at
the center, vhere Souls can commnicate directly.
3. Mireslss should inspire gratituds; not awe, Hen showld thouk

God for what ho really is. Tho Cnildron of God nre very holy, and the miraclie
bonors thelr holiness,

. God's Creations paver loss their holinmsss, 21though 1% can be hidden.
- Tra rirzcle uncovers it, and brings it into the light where it belongs,
Blinese ecan never be really hidden in darimess, but man can decelive nimcelfl
sbous 4t. This 311vsion makes nim fearful, becausc hs krowz in his hzard 43
I3 en 431usion, and ho excrts enormous efforis to establish its reality. The

Riracle sets reclity whore 4% belango., Z2ternal reality belongs only to the
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4ilusions aboub himself, and puts him in corrshunio;;a with himself AND God,
32, Christ inspires 211 miracles, which are really intercessions.
They intercedo for man's holiness, and make his percepbions holy. By placing .

-

hin beyend the physical laws, they raise him into the sphere of celesilal
order. In THIS order, ﬁ.azn Is pei‘fect.

The Soul never losos its communien with God. Only the mind W=EDS
Atonement. Tné piracle joins in ths Atonement of Christ by placing the nind
in the service of the Spirit. Ihis establishes the proper functlon of ihe s

ﬁind; and corrects its errors. ) _ i

33. Hiraclss honer ﬁan BECAUSE he is loveable. Thsy dispel illusions
about him, and perceive the Lig‘h:b in hin. They thus atons for his errors by )
freeing him frea his own nighiaarcs.- Thoy relezse him from & prisen in which
he has imprisoned EINSELF, ard by freeing his mind Lrom iiiusions, they
restore s sanity. Mun's sind CAF be ?cssessed by illusions, bat hia Spirit
is eternéliy frea, If & mind 'perceive.s without love &% percelves an emply
alm—".ll, and is vraware of 4he Spirdt within it. Put the Atomement restores
the Soul to its proper place. The mind that serves the Spirit is inw nerable,

2h. Miracleg rostore the mind fo iis fulness. By etoninz for lack,
they esteblish pei*fect_protection. The strangth_ of the Soul leaves o rc-:-ﬁ !
for intrusions. The forgiven are filled with the Soul, and they forgive in
return. It is the duly of ths releaced to release their brothers. .

.. The forgiven ARE the means of Atonement. Those released by Christ
mist 3oin in releasing tholr brothers, for this is the Flan of the Atonement,
Eirzcles are the way in t?hich winds which serve the Spirit unite with Curdst

. for the salvation, or release, of &1l Ced's Cz'aations..

35. Hiracles are expressions of love, but it doos FOT follow iktab
they. will always have observable effects. I en the omly one who can perform
mirecles Lﬂdicéfiminately, because T AM the Atonement. You have a ROIX in

tha Atonemens, which I will dictate T0 you. Ask ME which sirecios yon shevid

pariform. This cnares you exbansiion; bachuse you will ast wnday Elvont
eomamaication,

36, Cirist-controllied riracles ave pard of the Lformment, bud Garist
galdAnce 15 personal. The impersoral natwre of miracles s an essential
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[ngredient, bocauso this enables ME to eontrol .their distribution., Christ-
‘guidance leads to the highly PERSONAL experience of Revelation. Tnis is
why it dnvolves PERSONAL choice. A guide does NOT control, but he DOES
Ldirect, leaving the following wp %o you. "Lead us not into temptation
" max;s Fouide us out of our own érrors.“ " Tgke up thy crosg and follow pma™
$:means “recognize your errors and choose to abandon them by following ¥
* guidance." | ' ~
Renember that error éahpot r'eallf threatexi truth,; which can ALYIATS
) withstmﬁ it, ONLY the erroi- is really vulperable. Tou are free to estzblich
your lcingﬁoﬁ where you see fit, but the rignt cholce is inevitable if you re-
~wmember this: - | : - ' _ |
The Soul is in a state of gace.e forever.

3an's reality is OULY his
Therefcre man is in a stats of grace forsver,

Atenement undoes &1l errors in this respect, and thus uproois 4he REAL souras
of fear., Whenmever God's reessurances ave experienced as threat, it 45 ALWAL.

because you are defending misplaced and misdivected loyalty, That is what
projection always involves, Error is lack of love. Yhen .man projocts this
ento others, hs DOZS irprison them, but only to the extent that he reinferccy
errorg t‘zi-é’y have ALREADY made.  This makes them vuinerable to the distortic s |
of othsrs, since thelir OWN pezjcepﬁ.oh of thomselves is distorted., Tho miracl.
worker ean OJLY biess, and {thls undoes thaif distox;ticns, and frecs them fro
prison, ' '

. 37. MMiracles ere exorples of ripat thimding, Reality conbact ab
211 levels tecomes strong and aceurats, thus permitting correct éalinsaticn «.
intra- and Interpersonal bou.ndaries. Az a result, the dogort!s porcepiicns &=
signed with truth as God craated 4t. '

38, A miracle 18 a correction factor introducsd inbo false thiniiil
ty me, It acts as a catalyst, shaking up erronscus parsception, and re-
erganizing 1% properly. This places man undsr the Atongment prinelple; whoo2
huks péréeption 18 hozled, Until this has ocouired. r»e\/e,lafﬁ'dm of “ho Pivine

order is impossible.
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39, The Spiritual éye ig 4he mechanism of miracles because what
It perceives IS true. It perceives both the Creations of God and the
ersations of man. Anong the crea’cions_oi‘ man, It can elso separate the ¥rue
from the false by Its abllity to piarcéive totally, rather than selectively.

It thus becomes the proper instrument for reality testing, which always in-
volves the necessary distinction b'atw?en the false and tha true.

‘40. Ths miracie dissolves emror because the Spiritual eye identifies
error as felse, or unreal, This is the samo as saying thai by perceiving
light, darkness zutomatically di'sappearé..

Derkness is lack of light, as sin is lack of love. It has no wnlque
properties o.f li“\‘,s ovm. It is an example of the “scarcity" fallacy, from
which ONLT error can proceed. Truth is elways sbundant. Those who percelve
and acknovledge that they have everything have no read for driven behavior
of ANY kind, :

%1. The mirecle acknewledges all men 2 your brothers and mine., IV
is a way of perceiving the uatvirsal merk of God in them. The specialness of
God's Sons does NOT stem from exclusion, but froam inclusien., ALL my brothers
are spscial. If thsy believe they are deprived of enything, their perception
b@fcemes distertod, When this occurs, ths wholo fenily of Cod; or the Sonship, '
is i:épe:lred in its relationships, Ultimately, every ﬁ-&mber of the family of
God mst return, The miracle calls hin to return, ‘because it blesses and
honors him even though ke may be absent in spirit.

R0od is not mocksd" is not a warning, ﬁut & rezssurance on this poind.
God VOULD be mocked if amy of Fis Creations lacked Lolinsss, - The Creation IS
'wihole, a2 the park of whoienssz is holiness, -

42, Wnolepsss iS ths perzeptual content of miracles, It thus
eorrsels, or atonss for, the feulty perception of lack anywhers.

Here w3 begin to make the fundauental dlstinsiion beiwaen miracles and
grojeciion, Tho stimwius KUST precede ihe respornce, and w311 also determine

ths kind of respoace that in evoked., Bohdvier IS response; ro thai the
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questioﬂ fresponse to what?" becomes erucial. Since stimull are identifled
¢hrough perception, you first percelvo the stimulus and then behave accord-
"inply. X% follows, then, that:

ks ye perceive
So shagl ve be?xave.

The Golden Rule asks you to behave toward others as you worlc have o

-

then behave toward you. This means that the perception of BOTH rast be -
accurate, The Golden Rule is the rule for appropi{riate behavior, You casmod
bohave appropriately unless you perceive accurately, because appropriats te-
havior DEPEHDS on la;:k of level cbnmsion. The presence of level cenfusian
ATWAYS results in variable reality testing, and therefore in variability in
behaviorel appropriateness. Since you and your nsighbor are equal nembers of
the sanme family, as you percelve both, so you will bshave teward both. The
way to perceive for Colden Rule behavior is to look out from the psrcepiicn
of yovr 0\ holinese, and perceive the holincss of cthers.

The expbtiness engendersd by fear shkowld be replased by love, because
Jove and its absence are in the same dimensien, and correciion camot be under-
faken axcép“b WITHIN & dirension. Otherwies, there has been 2 eonfusion of
jevels. Death iz & Wman affirmation of a balief 47 "fate,” or level con-
fusion, Teat is why the Bible gays, "There IS no death,® and why X ﬁs?r.on—
strated that death doss rot exist. I came to fulfill ths law by KELITER-
PRETING it. The law itself, if properly wnderstood, offors only protection
4o pan, It is those who have pot yet "changed their mirnds® who sntored the
%hsllfire" concept into it.

< 235ure you that I w131 wituzeg for anyone whao leis ms, and to what-
ever extent he peraits it., IOUR witressing demonsiratos YOUR beilef, end thus
gtrengthans 1%, Thoze who witness for ma are expressing, through thair
rivaclies, that they have a‘oa.ndon@d the belisf in deprivation in favoer of the
siundance they have learnad BELULGS to thew.

k3. A MAJOR contribuilon ef miracles is their sirengin In =2)easing
uey fron his misplaced sonss of isala’cio-::, depriveticn mnd laek.

Miracles arc offirmniion? of Somship, which is a stabs of conplziion
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‘. and sbundance, - Whatever is ¢rus and real is oternal, and CAINDT change or
- BE changed., The Soul is thercfors unalterable because it is ALREADY por-
. fect, but the mind can elect the level 4t chooses to serve, The ONLY 1imit

which s pul on its cholce is that it CANKOT serve two wmastars.

The nind, if it elects to do 8o, becomes a medium by which the Soul
creatés alorig the line of its own Creation. If it dusa mot freely elect to
do 80, it retains its crestivo POTENIIAL, but places Itsell under {yrannous
rather than geauinely s.uthori"c-étive control. . As & result it impris=ons, be-
cause such are the dietates of tyrants, To change your mind means to place
it a%t the disposal of TRUE Authority.

The miracle is thus a sign that the mind has chosen to be led by
Christ 4n His service. The sbundance of Christ is the natural result of
choesing to follew Him. ALL shallow rocis must ‘be uprooted, bzcause they
are not deep enough to sustain you. The illusion that shallow roois can be
DEEPRIED, ard thus mads to hold, is enc of the distortions on which the RB-
VERSAL of the Golden Rule rests, . 4s thess false underpinnings are givén NP,
the equilibrlun is tomporarily experienced es unstable. However, the fact is
that NOTHILG is less steble than an crientation that is-upside down. Hor can
anyihing which hoids it {hat way be really conducive to greater stabllity.. |

LL. Hiracles azﬂse from a miraculews state of mind. By baing ons,
this state of rind goss out to ANIONE, even without the awareness of the
miracle worker himself. The impersonal nature of miracles is because the
Atonsment iiself iz one, mniting all creaticns with their Creator.

15, The miracls is =n expression of an innar swareness of Chrisi,
erd the acceptance of His Atonement. The mind is then in a siate of grace,
and paturally becomes gracious, both to the Fost within and the stranger
vithout. By bringing in ths siranger, he becemes your brother.

b8, A mireele is nmever losit, It touchss many people you do not esven

. Imew, end somsiimeg producces endreamed of changes in forecs of which you are

not aven aware., That is not your concorn. Tas miracls will always bless IOU.
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Thoy are stiil expressions of your o'ar;; state of grace, but the ACTION aspeet
of the miracle showld be Chriat-—contrgll‘.ed because of His complete awarensss

-6.1’ the Whole Plan, The impersonﬂ pature of miracle-mindednsss ensures YOUR
grace, but only Christ is in a position to imow whera grace can be BESTOWED.

h7. K¥iracle-mindedness maan; miracle-readingss, Readincss means

that you shovld alweys keep your ﬁerccptibns straipght, so that you will ALWAIS
be ready, willing and eble, These dre the essentials for "li-.sten, learn and
do." You must be READY to liston, WILLING %o learn, and ABLE %o do. Only the
last is Aoluatary, because 4t is tho APPLICATION of miracles which mist be
Christ-controlled. The other two, which are the VOLUNTARY aspects of miracle-
mindedress, ARE.up to you. |

48. fwe i3 an inappropriate responss to miracles.

Ravelation is literally unspeakabls because it iz an experlence of
unspeaiable love. Ave should be reserved for revelaticn, to which it is per-
fectly and corrsetly applisable. It is NOT apprepriate for miracles because a
state of swe is worshipful. It implies that one of a lesser order stands
. Befure a goeater ons. This is the case OHLY when a Soul stands before its
Crestor. Soulc ere psrfect creatione, and experience awe-only in the Presence
of the Creator of perfection,

The rgire.cle_, on thes other hand, is a sign of 1oﬁé &nong equals, Equals
camot be in awé of ons another bscause awe implies irequalidy. It is thereiore
an ir.éppfopr;}.ata reaetion to ms. An elc‘ier brother is entitled to respect for
his gfaa%er ei:perienca, ard 2 reasonable amount of obedience for his greater

~wisdon, e is also entitled to love because he IS & brother, and also to ds-

~ wotion if he is devoled., It iz only r:y davotlon that entitles na to yours.

There is notiing sboud me thaél YOU cannot aitain. I have nothing that does nol

come frem God. - The main difference between us as yet is that 1 have KOTHING

ELSE, This lcaves ne im & state of frus holiness, which is only a FOTENTIAL

i yeu. ' '

Bo man cometh unio the Fathor but by me" is among the most misqﬁder-

stood sietentots 40 4ho Bible., It docs 10T mean that I am in ary way soparate
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.or differont from you EXCEPT IN TIME; which doe:;s not really exist at 211,
Actually, the quotation is more meaningful if it is considered on & vertigal
rather than a horizontal axis., Regarded along the éertical, man stands below
me and I stand bolow God. In the prozess of reising vp,® I AM higher. ZIhis
is Because, without .ne, ths dist.énce between God and man would be too great
for you t0 entompass. N R

I bridze the dishtante as an elder brother to man on the onc hancf, and
as a Son of God on the other. }iy devotion to my brothers has placed me in
charge of the Sonship, wiich I can render cemplete only to the extent to which
I can SHARE it. This may appear %0 contradict the statemsnt "I and my Father
sre ono," but there are still separate narts in the statement, in recogz:iti;on
$hat the Futhér ic greater. (Ths original etatement was "ere of ons kind).
The Holy Spirit 4s the DBringer of Revelations. Revelations are THDIRECTLY in-
spired by m2, beczuse 1 en close to the Ioly Spirit, and alert %o the rovela-

-¢ion-readiness of ry brothers. I can thus BRING dowm to then mere than thay
cen DR dowm to themSelves,

49, The Eoly Spirit 1s the Righost Comwmnication Hoditm. Hiracles
8o ©o% involve this typs of commmunication bscause they ave TEPORARY compmot-
fcetion dovices. Vnenm man returns to his oricinal form of commnication with
Cod, the peed i_‘of miracles is over, The Holy Spirit mcdiates higher ¥5 lower
cémsieation, kecping the direct channal from Cod Yo man ¢pen for revelatlion.
Raveletion 38 mot rociprocal, It is alweys FROXM God TO man, The miracls IS
reciprocal bacanss iV involves equalitf,

50, Th3 pivacle is a lsarning device which Zossens the need for tinms.
In the longitudinal er horizontal plé.ne, ths recogmiticn of tha trus squaliiy
of 211 the members of the Sonship appears to involve elmozd erndless time,
Bowever, the sudden shifts from horizontal fo vertical perception which tha
miracle entails introcduces an intsrval from which tha doer and the recaliver

BOTE emargo mch farthor alenz in time than thoy would cthorvise bhave been.

The miracls thus hxs ths unf::;m vronesiy of shertening tine o7 vendere

ing the spacs of time it cccuplos wmnstessary, Thers 15 MO roletionshiy b3-
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" learning that might have taken thousands of years. It does this by the

underiying recognition of perfect squality and holiness between the doer

and the receiver on which the miracle resis.
“We said befors that the miracle sbolishes time, It doee this by
& process of COLLAPSING it, and thus abolishing certain INTERVALS within &t.

. It does this, however, WITHIN the larger temporal sequence, It establishes

an out-of-pattern time interval which is ROT under the usual laws of Vire.
Only in this sensa is it timeless, By collapsing time it literally saves
¢ima, much as daﬁrlight saving time does. It rearcanges the distribution of
light. _ | _ _ :
S1, The miracle is the only device which man has at his frmediate
disposal for conirelling fim_e. Only revelation TRANSCEIDS time, having
nothing ¢o do with time at 2ll,

The riracle is much like the body, in that both ars learning aids
which ainm &% facilitoling & state in which thsy ers unnecessary. When the
Soults origlnal state of direct cémmunication is reached, neither tho body
nor the miracle serves any purpose. While he btelleves he is in 2 bedy,
Lowever, man can choose between loveless and miracuious channsls of exprossiovm.
Bz can m&:é an empty shsll, tut he CAREOT express nothing at ell. Es ecan wald,
deiny.- ‘paralyzo -rdruséii', réduce his croativity to alrost nothing, and even in-
treduce a developmental arrest or even 2 regrassion; Pat he CAROT abelish
his creativity, Eo can destroy his mediva 6f commnication, but K0T his
potentisal, _ | )

Man was FOT created by hiz own frse wili alonz, Only what HE creates

_is nis to decide. The basic deciaion of the nirzele-ninded is not to wait
on tins any longer than is necescary. Time can waste as wsell as bs wasted.
The mdracle-worksr, therefore, accepis the tix:ancontroi'factor gladly, bscauss
he recogalzes that every collapze of tima brings all men closer to the witinate
FELEASE from $ime, in vhich the Son and the Fathsr ART one.

Equality -does not irpiy bomogeneily 10W. Waen svorycne recosnizes thatl

he has everything; individual contributions s the Scnship will no longer be
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necessary. Whon tha ﬁ.tonémsnib' has been completed, ALL talents will be

shared by ALL the Sons of God. Cod &s MOT partisl. ALl His children have

Bis total Love, and ALL his gifi;s sve freely given to everyone aliks,

"Excepl ye become as litile ohildren™ means that, unless you fully recognizs

your co“élete dependence on Cod, you cannot know the real power of the Son
ir his true relationship wit h the Father.

You who wani peace c@n find it only by complete forglvencss. Tou
pever really WANTED peace before, so there was no point in belng told how
to achieve it. f-lo learning ﬁis acquired by anyone unless he wants 4o learn
it, and believes in soms way that he NEEDS it. Wnile the concept of lack
doss no% exist in the Creation of God, it is VERY apparent in the creations

. of man, It &s, in fact, the essential differemce. A need dmplies lack by

definition. It fnvolves the recognition that you would be better off in a
gtete which is somehow differsnt from the one you are in,

Until the fgeparation,” which is a botter term than the "foil,"
nothing was lec‘..mc,. _This reant thet mzn had neo needs et all., If he had
not deprived himself, he would never have experlenced them. Afier the
eaparation, pseds bacama the most powerful scurce of motivation for human

action, A1l behavior is ocsentially motitated by nceds, bub behavior dtself

is not & Divine attribute. Tas body is the nechanism for behavior. The

belief that ho COULD b batter off is the reason why men has this mechanisn

- at bis disposal,

Ezch one amets recording to the particwler hierarchy of paeds ' he
establishes for hinsclf. Bis hierarchy, in turn, depends on his parception
of H‘aa.t.he IS; that is, what he LACKS, A& sease of separation frex CGod Ls the
ONLY lack ho really noeds to correst. Inis sense of separation vould never
hzve occwrred 1f he had not distorted his perccptio;': of truth, ari thus per-
ceived EIISELF as lacking. The concept of ANY sort of nced hie;c-archy Zross
bv.ﬂause, beving mads this fundsmental errcr, hs had already frogonnted bim-
ceif 4mto lovels with differsnt nieds. -As ho indtegrates HE bscon oo, erd

his resds becona one ceeordingly,
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Unified need produces unified actlon because it produces a lack
6 ambivalence, 'fhe concept of a need hierarchy, a corollery to the |
‘original error that man can be separated from Qod, reaquires correction at
;its 6wn ".!?evel, bsfore the error of perceiving levels at all can be gorrected,
Man cannot behave effec-t_ively_whilg he operates at split levels. However;
while he doss, correction must 'be intreduced from the bottom UP, This is
“because he now operates in space, i::ﬁ wvhere concepts such as “ué“ and

®down" are meaningful, Ultimately, space is as meaningless as time. The

conc-:ept. is really one of space-fime BELIEF.

-

-

The physical world exists only because man can use it %o correct his
UNBELIEF, which placed him in it originally. Fe can never control the effects
of fear himself because ho MADE fear, and believes in what he made, In
attituds; then,._though MOT in content, he resembles his own Creator, Wno has
perfect faith in Eie creatlons BECAUSE He created them, Reldief in a ereation -
produces its existerce. Thzt is why a man ¢an believe in what no-one elss '
thinks s trus. It is true for hin because it was made BY hinm.

Every aspect of fear proceceds fron upside-down perception. The more
$ruly creative devote thelr efforts to correcting perceptual distortions. The
nowrotde devqies his to compromise., Tha psychotic triss to esccpe bty es‘céb- '
lishing the certein truth of his on errors. It is most difficult to free him .
by ordinary means, because hs 4s more consistert iz his own derfal of truth. _
The miracle, however, makes po such distinctions, It corrects errors BECAUSE
they are errors. Thus; the next poin? {o remember ebout miracles is,

g2, -'I’ne miraczle makes YO distinetion among degrses of misperception.
It 48 a device for perception-correction, eifective quite epart frem eithor
the degree or thé direction of the error. This is its TRUE indiserirdnateness.

- Christ<conirclled ndracles are solestive ONLY ".’.n the sense that they
are directed towards those who can use thowm for TIIRISELVES., 3Jinze this makes

4% imevidable that they will extend them to obhisrs, a sirong c¢hain of Atonement
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44 wolded, However, Christ—caﬁtro’i takes no-account at all of the megnitude
of tho miraclo itseif, because tho concept of eize exdists in a plam that s
i.t.solf unreal. Since the miracle aims at RESTORING tho awarensss of realrbf

-1 would hardly be useful if it were bound by the laws which govern ihe errop
Y aims to correct. Only man makes this kdnd of mistake. It 1s an e;namf;e.
of t‘be foolish consistency which his own false belinfs have engendered.

The power and strength of man's ereative wi.l.l must be understoed .
befare the real meaning of dendal can be appreciated and relinquished.
is hOT mere negation. It is 2 positive miscreation. While the miscreat
NECESSARILY believed in by its maker, it does not e:d.st at all at the 1eve].
of true creation, '

§3, The miracle compares what man has made with the higher level of
gereation, accep'bing what 18 IN ACCORD 28 true and rejecting the DISCORD &S
false., ALL aspects of fear are untrue because ‘t;hey do not exdst at the
mghev- ereativs level, and therefore (o not exist ab all, To whatever CXtent
& man is willing to submit his beliefs to this test, to that extent are
por pt,::.onq corracted,

In sorting ocut the false fron the true, the miracle procseds a}ouoq
the following lines;

If perfect love casts ouf:.- fear,

- And if fear exlists,
Then 't.here is K0T pe“fect love.
But

Only perfect love REALLY exists.

If thers IS fear,

it creates a state which doss not exish,

Believe this, and you WILL be frse. Omly Cod can establish b

and THIS faith IS His gift.

v
[&1]

selutien
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Clistortions of Miracle Impuliszes : '

‘i You are involved iﬁ'unconscious distertions which are pieducing a
dense cover over miracle dmpulses, and which make it hard for them to reach
consciousness. The mature of any interpersonal relationship is limited or
dsfined by what you want &% to DO. Relating is & way of achieving an out-
eoms. The danger of defeﬂges lies in their-propensity'for holding mis-
perceptions rigidly in place, A1l actions waich siem from reverse thinking
are literally the behavio®el eypressions of those who know not what they do.

A rigi-.d ordientation can be exiremely reliable 3 even if it is vpside-down, In
fact, the more consistenily upside-down it is, the MORE reliable it is.

* However, vaiidity Yo sti11 the wltimate gosl,; which reliabiliiy can
only serve, Hostility, triumph, vengeamnce, self-debasement, and 211 kinds
sf expressions 6f-1ack of love are often vary clearly seen in 4he fantasies
vhich acecompany them. But it is a PROFOUHD error Vo imagine thab becanse
thege faﬁtaaies are 50 ffequent, or occur so reliably, that this implies
validity. Remember that while validity implles reliabiliity, the relaticnship
45 EOT roversible. You can be wholly relleble and ENTIRELY wrong, Walls a
relicble ;natrument LOES measure soncthing, what USE is it urless yon dlescover
what the "senething® 3s? Thls course, then, will concentrata on validity, and
. Yed reiiebility £23l) naturally inds plece, '

The confusion of rdracle drpulscs with physical impulses 1s & major
soures of perceptﬁél distortion becaunse 34 IITUCES, rather than straightons
oud, the basic level confusion which urderlics the pogyeriiden of all those
who gesk hepplness with the instruments of this ﬁofld. Ipappropieiats physicel
dmpulces (or misdirceted miracle impulisces) reould in conscicus guili if
expressad and da%ﬁressipn 17 donded. ALL resl plzasure coxes {rem doing Codl's
© Wi31. Thie 4s bocavse XOT doing It is a2 denial of soif. DENTAL of error r3-
sults in projection. CORRECTION of error brings relcsse. "Lead us not into
temptaticsn® meana "do not let us decedve curselves ints belleving that ws can
ralade in peace to God or to our brothers with AEYTHING ewvernal.”

C¢hild of God, you werg crented w create the good: the beawtiful, and

ths holy, Do mot Ioge might of this. Ine love of God, for & Xilile whils,
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still so di_m. Everyons can use hie body best by enlarging man":-; perception
80 he can see the REAL vision. TI‘HIS vision is invisible to the.physical eys,
The witimate purpese of the' body is to render 1%self '.mnecessarjr. Learning
to do this is the only real reason for its ereation. . _

E‘a:xtasies of eny kind are distorted forms of thinking {;ecause they
AIVEYS involve twisting perception into unreélity.‘ Fantasy is a debased form
of visiony Vision and revelation are closely related, while fantasy and pro-
Jection ars more closely associzted because both abtempt to control erber_nal
reality accordinz to false internal needs. Twist reality in ANY way, and you
are perce_i.ving destructively, Reality was lost through usurpa‘?.ien, which in
turan produced;tyranny. T t0ld you that you ere now restored to your former
role in the plan of Atonement, but you must ££411 choose freely to deavots
yourselves to the greater restorztion. As long as a single slave remains to
ralk the earth, your relezse is noi;'co:uplete. COMFPLETE restoration of the Son-
ghip 15 the only true goal of the miracle-minded.

BO fantooies ers trus. Thay are disfortioms of perception, by dofini-
tion. They are s msans of making fé.lse essceietions, and obialning pleasure
from then. Man can do this only bscanse he IS creative. Bub eithough ke cin
perceive false associztions, he can never make them rezl EXCEP? 10 HDISZLY.
Man belicves in vhei he creatos. If he creatos miracles, ho will ba ecually
strong in hisg belief in THE!, The strengﬁh of HIS comviction will ¢hen sustaln
{hs beliefl cf the miracle recelver., And fantasies becons t;)tall:r wnnecessary

2c the whelly satinfying nature of reality becomes apparent o both,
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